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Aat.I1. Biographia Britannica, the New Edition, Vol. III, Con- 
tinued : fee our laft. : 


UR philofophical readers will be pleafed with a perufal of 
the following particulars concerning Mr. Canton; a 
man who, by employing a penetrating genius, and great appli- 
cation, in philofophic inveftigations, contributed largely to the 
general ftock of fcience: 
Te Canton, Jonn, an ingenious natural philofopher of the 
prefent century, was born at Stroud, in Gloucefterfhire, on the 
gift of July, 1718, old ftile; and was placed, when young, ander 
the care of a Mr. Davis, of the fame place, a very able mathe- 
matician, with whom, before he attained the age of nine years, he 
had gone through both vulgar and decimal arithmetic, He then 
proceeded to the mathematics, and particularly to algebra and aftro- 
nomy, wherein he had made a confiderable progrefs, when his father 
took him from fchool, and put him to learn his own bufinefs, which 
was that of a broad-cloth weaver. ‘This circumfltance was not able 
to damp his zeal for the acquifition of knowledge. All his letfure 
time was devoted to the affiduous cultivation of altronomical f{cience ; 
and, by the help of the Caroline Tables, annexed to Wing’s Aftro- 
nomy, he computed eclipfes of the moon and other phenomena. 
is acquaintance with that fcience he applied, likewife, to the con- 
itructing of feveral kinds of dials. Bat the ftudies of our young 
philofopher being frequently purfued to very late hours, his father, 
fearing that they wouid injure his health, forbad him the ufe of a 
candle in his chamber, any longer than for the purpofe of going to 
bed, and would himfelf often fee that his injun&ion was obeyed. 


The fon’s thirft of knowledge was, however, fo great, that it made 


him attempt to evade the prohibition, and to find means of fecreting 
his light till the family had retired to reft, when he rofe to pro- 
fecute, undifturbed, his favourite perfuits. It was during this pro- 
hibition, and at thefe hours, that he computed, and cut upon ftone, 
with no better an inftrument than a common knife, the lines of a 
large upright fun-dial, on which, befides the hour of the day, was 
fhewn the rifing of the fun, his place in the ecliptic, and fome other 
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articulars. When this was finifhed, and made known to his father, 
f ermitted it to be placed againft the front of his houfe, where it 
excited the admiration of feveral gentlemen in the neighbourhood, 
and introduced young Mr. Canton to their acquaintance, which was 
followed by the offer of the ufe of their libraries. In the library of 
one of thefe gentlemen, he found Martin’s Philofophical Grammar, 
which was the firit book that gave him a tafte for Natural Philofophy. 
In the pofieilion of another gentleman, a few miles from Stroud, he 
firft faw a pair of globes; an object that afforded him uncommon 

leafure, faa the great eafe with which he could folve thofe pro- 
blems he had hitherto been accultomed to compute. The dial was 
beautified a few years ago, at the expence of the gentlemen at 
Stroud, feveral of whom Fad been his fchool-fellows, and who con- 
tinued ftill to regard it as a very dittinguifhed performance. Among 
other perfous with whom he became acquainted in early life, was the 
Jate Reverend and ingenious Dr. Henry Miles of ‘Tooting, a learned 
and refpectable member of the Royal Society, and of approved 
eminence in natural knowledge. ‘This gentleman, perceiving that 
Mr. Canton poffeffed abilities too promifing to be confined within 
the narrow limits of a country town, prevailed on his father to per- 
mit him to come to London. Accordingly, he arrived at the 
metropolis on the 14th of March 1737, and refided with Dr. 
Miles, at Tooting, till the fixth of May following ; when he ar- 
ticled himfelf, for the term of five years, as a clerk to Mr. Samuel 
Watkins, mafter of the academy in Spital-fquare. In this fituation, 
his ingenuity, diligence, and good conduct, were fo well difplayedy 
‘that, on the expiration of his clerkthip, in the month of May 1742, 
he was taken into partnerfhip with Mr, Watkins for three years; 
which gentleman he af erwards fucceeded in Spital-fquare, and there 
continued during his whole life. On the 25th of December 1744, 
he married Penelope, the eldeft daughter of Mr. Thomas Cole- 
brooke, and niece to James Colebrooke, Efq; Banker in London. 

‘ Towards the end of the year 1745, Eleétricity, which feems 
early to have engaged Mr. Canton’s notice, received a very capital 
improvement by the difcovery of the famous Leyden Phial. This 
event turned the thoughts of moft of the philofophers of Europe to 
that branch of natural philofophy ; and our author, who was one of 
the firft to repeat and to purfue the experiment, found his affiduity 
and attention rewarded by many capital difcoverics. Dr. William 
Watfon, whofe early and diftnguifhed profecution of electrical en- 
quiries is well known, mentions, in a paper read at the Royal So- 
ciety on the 30th of Ofober 1746, an experiment of Mr. Canton’s, 
to determine the quantity of ele¢iricity accumulated in the Leyden 
Phial. Taking the charged Phial in one hand, he made it give a 
fpark to an infulated- condu&or, which fpark he took off with his 
other hand. This operation he repeated till the whole was dil- 
charged; and by the number of the fparks, he eftimated the height 
of the charge. He found, likewife, that if a charged phial was 
placed upon eleétricks, the wire and the coating would give a {park 
or two alternately, and that by continuing the operation the phial 
would be difcharged. Dr. Prieftley has taken notice, that this dif- 


_@overy has a near affinity to the great difcovery of Dr. a 
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Mr. Canton, however, did not at that time obferve, that the alter- 
nate {parks proceed from the two contrary eleétricities, In the Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine for January 1747, he publifhed two eleétrical 

roblems. ‘Lowards the end of the year 1749, he was concerned 
with his friend, the late ingenious Benjamin Robins, Efq; in mak- 
ing experiments in order to determine to what height rockets may be 
made to afcend, and at what diftance their light may be feen. On 
the 17th of January 1750, was read at the Royal Society, Mr. Can- 
ton’s ‘ Method of making Artificial Magnets, without the ufe of, 
and yet far fuperior to any natural ones.’ This paper, which had 
been written fome time before, would fooner have becn commu- 
nicated to the Society, had not our author apprehended, that the 
publication of it might be injurious to Dr. Gowen Knight, who pro- 
cured confiderable pecuniary advantages by touching needles for the 
mariner’s compafs, and kept his method a fecret. But Mr. Canton 
having fhewn his experiments to Martin Folkes, Efq; that gentleman 
was of opinion, that a difcovery of fuch general utility to mankind, 
ought not to be withheld from the Public on any private confidera- 
tion. Accordingly, our: philofopher foon afterwards gave it to the 
Royal Society, and exhibited before that learned body the main ex- 
periment itfelf, together with fome others relative to the fame fubject, 
all which fucceeded greatly to their fatisfation. Mr. Canton’s 
paper upon this occafion procured him, on the 22d of March 1750, 
the honour of being elected a member of the Society ; and, on the 
St. Andrew’s day following, the farther honour of receiving the moft 
diftinguifhed teftimony of their approbation, in the prefent of their 
gold medal. On the 21ft of April, in the fame year, he was com- 
plimented with the Degree of Mafter of Arts, by the Univerfity of 
Aberdeen; and, on the 30th of November 1751, he was chofen one 
of the Council of the Royal Society. 

‘In 1752, when the aét paffed for changing the ftyle, Mr. Canton 
Bave to the Ear] of Macclesfield feveral memorial canons for finding 

eap-year, the Dominical Letter, the Epatt, &c. This he did 
with the view of having them inferted in the Common Prayer Book ; 
but he happened to be too late in his communication, the form in 
which they now ftand having been previoufly fettled. Thefe canons, 
with an explication of the reafons of the rules, were afterwards given 
to the Reverend Dr. Jennings, who was.thankful for the permifiion 
of inferting them in his Introduétion to the Ufe of the Globes. 

* On the zoth of July 1752, our philofopher was fo fortunate as 
to be the firft perfon in England, who, by attracting the eleétric fire 
from the clouds during a thunder ftorm, verified Dr. Franklin’s hy- 
pothefis of the fimilarity of jightning and elediricity. Mr. Canton’s 
fuccefs was owing to his precaution in faftening a tin cover to his 
apparatus, in order to fecure the glafs tube, which fupported it, from 
tain. By this means he was enabled to get fparks at.the diftance of 
half an inch ; but the appearance ceafed in the {pace of two minutes. 
On the 6th of December 1753, his paper, entitled, ‘ Eleétrical Ex- 
periments, with an attempt to account for their feveral Phanomena,’ 
was read at the Royal Society. The experiments in this communi- 
Cation tend to prove, that the electrical fluid, when there is aredupe 
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dancy of it in any body, repels the eleétrical Auid in any other body, 
when they are brought within the {phere of each other’s influence, and 
drives it into the remote parts of the body, or quite out of it, if there be 
any outlet for that purpofe : in other words, that bodies immerged in 
electrical atmofpheres, always become pofleffed of the elettricity, con. 
trary to that of the body in the atmofphere of which they are im- 
merged, At the time of making thefe experiments, Mr. Canton 
was of opinion, with Dr. Franklin, that excited glafs emits the 
electric fluid, but that excited wax receives it. Afterwards, how. 
ever, he faw reafon to think, that eleétric atmofpheres are not made 
of effluvia from excited or electrified bodies, but that they are only 
an alteration of the ftate of the eleétric fluid contained in, or be- 
longing to the air furrounding them, to a certain diftance: excited 

lafs, Por inftance, repels the eleétric fluid from it, and confequently 
Sea that diftance makes it more denfe; whereas excited wax at- 
tracts the electric fluid exifting in the air nearer to it, making it 
rarer than it was before. In the fame paper, Mr. Canton mentioned, 
likewife, his having difcovered, by a great number of experiments, 
that fome clouds were in a pofitive, and fome in a negative ftate 
of electricity. Dr. Franklin, much about the fame time, made the 
like difcovery in America. ‘This circumftance, together with our 
author’s conitant defence of the Doétor’s hypothefis, induced that 
excellent philofopher, immediately on his arrival in England, to pay 
Mr. Canton a vifit, and gave rife to a friendfhip which ever after 
continued without interruption or diminution. On the 14th of 
November 1754, was read at the Royal Society, * A letter to the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Macclesfield, concerning fome new 
electrical experiments.’ ‘Till the publication of this letter, the fame 
electricity had always been produced by the fame eleétric. The 
friction of glafs had always produced a pofitive, and’ the friétion 
of fealing-wax, &c. a negative electricity. Thefe were thought to be 
effential and unchangeable propesties of thofe fobftances. But Mr. 
Canton difcovered, that it depended wholly on the rubber, and the 
furface of the eleGric, whether the electricity produced fhould be 

ofitive or negative. On St. Andrew’s day 1754, he was a fecond 
time elected one of the Council of the Royal Society for the year en- 
fuing. In the Lady’s Diary for 1756, our author anfwered the 
prize queftion that had been sropeled in the preceding year. The 
queftion was, ‘ How can, what we call the jhooting of fars, be beft 
accounted for; what is the fubftance of this phenomenon ; and in 
what ftate of the atmofphere doth it moft frequently thew itfelf 
The folution, though anonymous, was fo fatishdiscy to his friend, 
Mr. Thomas Simpfon, who then conduéted that work, that he fent 
Mr. Canton the prize, accompanied with a note, in which he faid, 
he wa fure that he was not miftaken in the author of it, as no ove 
befides, that he knew of, could have anfwered the guettion. Our 
philofopher’s next communication to the Public, was a letter in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine for September 1759, on the ele€trical pro- 
perties of the tourmalin, in which the laws of that wonderful ftone 
are laid down in a very concife and elegant manner. On the 13th 


ef December, in the fame year, was read, at the Royal Society, ‘Am 
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Attempt to account for the regular diurnal variation of the Hori- 
zontal Magnetic Needle; and alfo for its irregular variation at the 
time of an Aurora Borealis.’ In this paper, Mr. Canton proves, 
by experiments, that the attractive power of the magnet (whether 
natural or artificial) will decrecfe while the magnet is heating, and 
increafe while it is cooling. A complete year’s obfervations of the 
diurnal variations of the needle are annexed to the paper. On the 
sth of November 1761, our author communicated to the Royal So- 
ciety an account of the Tranfit of Venus, June the 6th 1761. His 
obfervations were made in Spital Square, and the apparent time of 
the firlt contaét, was 8h. 18m. 41 f. of the laf contatt, 8h. 37 m. 

f. Mr. Canton’s next communication to the Society, was a letter 
addrefled to Dr. Benjamin Franklin, and read February 4, 1762, 
containing fome remarks on Mr. Delaval’s electrical experiments. 
On the 16th of December, in the fame year, another curious ad- 
dition was made by him to philofophical knowledge, in a paper, en- 
titled, ‘ Experiments to prove that water is not incompreflible.’ 
Thefe experiments are a complete refutation of the famous Floren- 
tine experiment, which fo many chilofophers have mentioned as a 
proof of the incompreflibility of water. On St. Andrew’s*day 
1763, our author was the third time elefted one of the Council of 


‘the Royal Society; and on the &th of November, in the following 


year, were read before that learned body, his farther ‘ experiments 
and obfervations on the compreffibility of water, and fome other 
fluids? The eftablifhment of this faét, in oppofition to the received 
opinion, formed on the hafty decifion of the Florentine academy, 
was thought to be deferving of the fociety’s gold medal. It was ac- 
cordingly moved for in the council of the year 1754. But many 
verbal objections having been made by fome members of the fociety, 
whofe wifh it was to overtarn, if pobble, the theory Mr. Canton 
meant to eftablifh, the council came to a refolution, that the ex- 
periments fhould be repeated, in the prefence of a Committee ap- 
pointed for that purpofe. !t confifted of the following noblemen 
and gentlemen, viz. The Earl of Morton, the Prefident; Lord 
Charles Cavendifh, Ifrael Mauduit, Fig; Matthew Raper, Efa; 
Mr. John Ellicott, Dr. William Watfon, Dr. Charles Morton, Mr. 
James Short, Dr. Benjamin Franklin, George Lewis Scott, Eig; 
Edward Delaval, Efg; and Francis Blake, Lig. ‘The committee, 
than which a more refpeétable one could not eafily have been choten, 
were to report the refult of their trials, together with their opinions, 
tothe Council. The Council,.at the fame time, deiired the Pre- 
fident to requeft, that thofe members who had any objections to offer 
againit Mr. Canton’s experiments on the eompretlibility of water, 
or the theory deduced from them, would deliver fuch objections in 
writing. The experiments were fhewn by our philofopher, at his 
own houfe, to the Committee. ‘Io Lord Morton they were ex- 
hibited feveral times ; his Lordthip having conitant!y foe new ob- 
jeftion to make, though he always exprefied himlelf fatisfied with 
them at the period of exhibition. Buta ball, filled with inercury, 
having accidentally fallen upon, and hurt the foot of Mr. Maucuit, 
who accompanied the Earl of Morton, Mr. Canton took that op- 
portunity of informing his Lordthip, that if, after having feen the 
Y 3 experiments 
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experiments repeated fo often, he ftill doubted of the fac, he de. 
{paired of convincing him; and fhould, therefore, give himfelf no 
ot wi concern about the matter, but would leave the paper to hhift 
for itfelf. It met, however, with a moft able defender in Lord 
Charles Cavendifh, who ipterefted himfelf greatly in the affair. His 
Lordfhip attended all the meetings of the Committee; and gavea 
very accurate account of their proceedings in a paper delivered to 
the Council, in which he anfwered, with great perfpicuity, every 
dificulty that had been raifed with regard to the doétrine of the 
comprefiibility. Notwithftanding the requeft of the Council, none 
but verbal objeftions were made. The Committee came, therefore, 
to the following refolution : That in forming their opinions on the 
merits of Mr. Canton’s experiments, they could pay no regard to 
any objections that were not delivered in writing. Having met 
feveral times, from the 6th of July 1765, to the 21ft of November 
in the fame year, they made their report in the three fubfequent 
articles: 1. The Committee, from repeated trials, find Mr. Can- 
ton’s experiments verified. 2. The hypothefis of the compreflibility 
of water will account for the phenomena in Mr. Canton’s experi- 
ments. 3. It does not appear, from any reafoning or experiments 
hitherto produced to the Committee, that the phenomena in Mr. 
Canton’s experiments can be accounted for from any other caufe, 
In confequence of this report, the Council unanimoufly voted him the 
gold medal, which was accordingly delivered to him on the 3oth of 
November 1765. 

‘ The next communication of our ingenious author to the Royal 
Society, which we fhall take notice of in-this place, was on the 22d of 
December 1768, being, * An eafy method of making a phofphorus, 
that will imbibe and emit light like the Bolognian ftone , with ex- 
periments and obfervations *.” When he firft fhewed to Dr. 4 

in, 





* (An eafy method of making a phofphorus, that will imbibe and emit 
light like the Bolognian ftone; with experiments and obfervations.] 
‘The phofphorus is thus made. Calcine fome common oytter-fhells, by 
keeping them in a good coal fire for half an hour; let the purett 
part of the calx be pulverized and fifted; mix with three parts of this 
powder one part of the flowers of fulphur; let this mixture be ram- 
med into a crucible of about an inch and a half in depth, till it be 
almoft full ; and let it be placed in the middle of the fire, where it 
mui be kept red hot for one hour at leaft, and then fet by to cool: 
when cold, turn it out of the crucible, and cutting, or breaking it 
to pieces, fcrape off, upon trial, the brighteft parts; which, if good 
phofphorus, will be a white powder; and may be preferved by 
keeping it in a dry phial with a ground ftopple. The quantity of 
jight a little of this phofphorus gives, when firft brought into a dark 
room, after it has been expoied for a few feconds, on the outfide of 
a window, to the common light of the day, is fufficient to difcover 
the time by a watch, if the eyes have been fhut, or in the dark for 
two or three minutes before. 

According to Dr. Lemery, the expofing the Bolognian ftone to the 
fun wears it out; but by experiments made with this phofphorus, it 
appears. probable thar what the Doftor imputes to the light of a 
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lir, the inftantanecus light acquired by fome of this phofphorus from 
the near difcharge of an electrified bottle, the Doctor immediately 
exclaimed, ‘‘ And God faid, let there be light, and there was 
light !” The Dean and Chapter of St. Paul’s having, in a letter to 
the Prefident, dated March the 6th 1769, requefted the opinion of 
the Royal Society relative to the beft and moft effectual method of 
fixing electrical conduétors to preferve that Cathedral from damage 
by lightning, Mr. Canton was one of the Committee appointed to 
take the letter into confideration, and to report their opinion upon it. 
The gentlemen joined with him in this bufinefs were Dr. Watfon, 
Dr. Franklin, Mr. Delaval, and Mr. Wilfon. ‘Their report was 
made on the 8th of June following ; and the mode recommended 
by them has !:een carried into execution. This will probably con- 
tribute, in the moft effectual manner, to preferve the noble fabric of 
St. Paul’s from being injured by lightning. ‘The Jaft pap:r of our 
author’s, which was read before the Royal Society, was on the 21% 
of December 1769; and contained ‘ Experiments to prove that 
the luminoufnefs of the fea arifes from the putrefaction of its animal 
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fun was caufed by the moiiture of the air. Lemery and Muffchen- 
broek likewife affert, that the phofphorus will imbibe lefs light when 
hot than when cold, as it appears lefs bright when carried into a 
dark room. But this appearance is proved to be caufed by its part- 
ing with the light it has received faiter when in the former ftate than 
when in the latter. For if two glafs balls, containing phofphorus, 
be illuminated at the fame time, and to the fame degree, and carried 
into a dark room, and one of them be put into a bafon of boiling 
water, it will become much brighter than the other, and part with 
its light fo fait, as to be quite dark in lefs than ten minutes ; where- 
as the other would be vifible for more than two hours, when even the 
heat of the hand would plainly increafe its light. But if the phof- 
phorus, which had parted with its light in boiling water, be expofed 
to a greater degree of heat, it will become zgain luminous, but 
will be entirely exhaufted of it in lefs than a minute ; and then will 
fhine no more by the fame treatment, till after it has been expofed 
to the light again. Phofphorus, which had been kept in fs a 
more than fix months, will, by this treatment, be found to give a 
confiderable degree of light. From thefe experiments Mr. Canton 
is of opinion with Sir Ifaac Newton, that the rays of light are very 
{mall bodies emitted from fhining fubftances, and not motion pro- 
pagated through a fluid medium. For, that a fubftance fhould 
either give light or not, when its parts are agitated by the fame de- 
“ of heat, according as it has, or has not, been expofed to light, 
or a few feconds of time, more than fix months before, feems plainly 
to indicate a ftrong attrattion between that fubftance and the par- 
ticles of light; by which it keeps many of them, in the common 
heat of the air, a long time, if not always; for the light the phof- 
phorus gives by being heated to a certain degree, appears to be 
caufed by its throwing gff adventitious particles, and not by any of 
its own ; fince its light will decreafe, and be entirely gone, before 
the phofphorus will be hot enough to fhine of itfelf, or to emit pare 
ticles of light from gts awn body. 
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fubftances.? In this paper, Mr. Canton, without entering into the 
coniideration of the feveral opinions of philofophers concerning 
this luminous appearance, contents himfelf with relating a few ex. 
periments, which any perfon may eafily make, and which he thinks 
will point out its true caufe. In the account now given of his 
communications to the Public, we have chiefly confined ourfelves to 
fuch as were ‘the moft important, and which threw new and diftin. 
gutthed light on various objects in the philofophical world. Befides 
thefe, he wrote a number of papers, both in earlier and in later 
life, which appeared in feveral different publications. We may add, 
that he was very particular with regard to the neatnefs and elegance 
of his apparatus ; and that his addrefs in conduéting his experiments 
was remarkably confpicuous. 

The clofe and fedentary life of Mr. Canton, arifing from an un- 
remitted attention to the duties of his profeffion, and to the profe- 
cution of his philofophical enquiries and experiments, probably con- 
tributed to fhorten his days. ‘lhe diforder into which he fell, and 
which cartied him off, was a dropfy. It was fuppofed, by his friend 
Dr. Milner, to be a dropfy in the thorax. His death was on the 
22d of March 1772, in the 54th year of his age, to the great regret 
of his family, and of his literary and other acquaintance. Nor was 
his deceafe a fmall lofs to the interefts of knowledge; fince from 
the time of life in which he died, and his happy and fuccefsful ge- 
nius in philofophical purfuits, he might have been expeéted to have 
enriched the world of icience with new difcoveries. Mr. Canton 
was a man of very amiable charaf&ter and manners. In conver- 
fation he was calm, mild, and rather fparing than redundant: 
what he did fay was remarkably fenfible and judicious. He had 
much pleafure in attending the meetings of the Royal Society, and 
{ome voluntary private focieties of learned and intelligent perfons, 
to which he belonged. Among the reft of his friends whom he 
frequently met at one or other of thefe focieties, may be men- 
tioned Dr. Bradley, Mr. Thomas Simpfon, Dr. Pemberton, the 
Rev. Dr. Owen, the Rev. Mr. Thorefby, Dr. Franklin, Dr. Price, 
Dr. Prieftley, Dr. Savage, Mr. Burgh, Mr. Rofe, Dr. Amory, 
Dr. Jeffries, Dr. Furneaux, Mr. Radcliff, Mr. Denfham, Mr. Col- 
lings, and Dr. Rees. At moft of thefe agreeable and literary con- 
verfations, the writer of the prefent article had many years the 
happinefs of knowing and efteeming the underftanding and the 
virtues of Mr. Canton. By his wife, who furvived him, he left 
feveral children. His eldeft fon, Mr. William Canton, fucceeded 
him'in the academy at Spital-Square, which he carries on with 
great reputation; and he alfo purfues with advantage, the fame 
philofophical ftudies to which his ingenious and worthy father was fo 
eminently devoted.’ 

The learned Editor of the Biographia acknowledges his 
obligation to Mr. William Canton, fon of Mr. John Canton, 
for the materials of this article. We have much fhortened the 
account, by omitting all the various copious zotes, except that 
relative to phofphorus, which may furnifh fome acceptable in- 
formation to many of our younger readers, ; he 


{ Zo be continued. ] 
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Arr. II. Coxe’s Travels into Poland, Ruffa, &c. continued, See 
our lait, p. 258. : 


R. Coxe proceeding in his journey through Lithuania, 
N {tops, for fome days, at Grodno, where he was fo lucky 
as to fall in with an election-dinner, previous to the dietine, 
for chufing the reprefentatives of this diftrict, The dinner was 
iven by the Vice-chancellor of Lithuania, and is. thus de» 
{cribed : | | | 
‘ There were eighty nobles at table, all, a few excepted, in their 
national drefs, and their heads fhaved in the Polifh fathion. Before 
dinner they faluted the count with great refpect, fome kifling the 
hem of his garment, others ftooping down and embracing his tegs. 
Two ladies were at table, and, as ftrangers, we had the poft of ho- 
nour afligned to us, and were feated by them. It was my good for- 
tune to fit next to one who was uncommonly entertaining and 
agreeable, and never fuftered the converfation to flag. Afier dinner 
feveral toafts went round:—The king of Poland—the diet —the ladies 
who were prefent—a good journey to us, &c. ‘The mafer of the 
feaft named the toait, filled a large glafs, drank it, turned it down 
to fhew that it was empty, and then paffed it to his next neighbour; 
from whom it was circulated in fucceffion, and with the fame cere- 
monies through the wholecompany. ‘The wine was champagne, the 
glafs large, and the toafts numerous: but there was no obligation, 
after the firft round, to fill the glafs; it was only neceilary to pour 
in a {mall quantity, and pafs the toatt.” 
Our Author gives a very ditcovraging account of the accom- 


modations for travelling in thefe parts : 

‘ At Borifow the Jews procured us ten horfes, and placed them 
all in two rows, fix next the carriage, and four in front*. There 
Was indeed much ingenuity in contriving this arrangement, which 
was effected in the following manner: The two middle horfes in 
the hinder row were harneffed as ufual to the fplinter-bars, their two 
neareft neighbours were faftened to the extremities of the axle-tree, 
which projeéted confiderably on each fide beyond the boxes of the 
fore-wheels, and the two outermoft were tied in the fame manner, 
by means of long ropes, to the axle-tree of the hind-wheels: the 
four horfes in front were harneffed to the pole and to the fplinter- 
bars of the pole. Well affured that horfes, ranged in this primi- 
tive manner, would require more room than the narrow roads of 
Poland generally afforded, we endeavoured to perfuade the drivers 
to place them two by two; but fuch was their obftinacy or want of 
comprehenfion, we could not prevail upon them to make any alter- 
ation. We therefore unloofed two hories from the hindermoft row, 
and for that permiffion were obliged to compound for leaving the 
remaining eight in their original: pefition. 

‘ In this manner we proceeded ; and ftill found great difficulty in 
forcing our way through the wildernefs, which was fo overgrown 


a 


.* The ufual method of harnefling was by placing four a-breatt, 


and two in the foremoft row. 
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with thick underwood, as in many parts fcarcely to admit the 
‘breadth of an ordinary carriage. In fome places we were obliged 
to take off two, in others four of the horfes; and not uncommonly 
alighted, in order to affiit the drivers and fervants in removing fallen 
trees which obftruéted the way, in direéting the horfes through 
the winding paths, and in finding a new track along the almof im. 
penetrable foreft. We thought ourfelves exceedingly fortunate, 
that our carriage was not fhaken to pieces, and that we were not 
frequently overturned. | 

‘ In various parts of the foreft, we obferved a circular range of 
boards fixed to feveral trees about twelve feet from the ground, and 
projecting three in breadth from the trunk. Upon enquiry we 
were informed, that upon any great hunting party, ladders were placed 
againft thefe {caffoldings ; and that when any perfon isclofely prefled 
by a bear, he runs upthe ladder, and draws it up afcer him: 
the bear, although an excellent climber, is {topped in his afcent by 
the projection of the boards. 

‘ We were very happy at length to reach Naitza, although we 
took up our ftation in one of the moft wretched of all the wretched 
cottages we had yet entered. The only article of furniture it af- 
forded was a {mall table, and the only utenfil a broken earthen pot, 
in which our repaft was prepared, and which ferved us alfo for dithes 
and plates. We eat our meagre fare by the light of a thin lath of 
deal, about five feet in length, which was ftuck into a crevice of 
the wainfcot, and hung over the table: this lath, thanks to the 
turpentine contained in it, ferved us inftead of a candle, of which 
‘there was not one to be found in the whole village of Naitza. It 
is furprizing, that the carelefs method of ufing thefe lights is not 
oftener attended with more dreadful effeéts ; for the cottagers carry 
them about the houfe with fuch little caution, that we frequently 
obferved {parks to drop from them upon the ftraw which was pre- 


_ pared for our beds: nor were we able, by the ftrongeft expreflions 


of fear, to awaken in them the flighteft degree of circumf{pedtion. 
For fome time after coming into this country, we ufed to ftart up 
with no fmall emotion in order to extinguifh the fparks; but, fuch 
is the irrefiftible influence of cuftom, we became at laft ourfelves 
perfectly infenfible to the danger of this practice, and caught all 
the indifference of the natives.’ 

Speaking of the peafants of this dutchy, he fays: . 

‘ Their carts are put together without iron; their bridles and 
traces are generally plaited from the bark of trees, or compofed 
merely of twifted branches. They have no other inftrument but a 
hatchet, to conftruét their huts, cut out their furniture, and make 
their carts. ‘Their drefs is a thick linen fhirt and drawers, a long 
coarfe druyget coat, or a fheepfkin cloak, a round black felt cap 
lined with wool, and fhoes made from the bark of trees. Their 
huts are built of trunks of trees heaped on each other, and look 
like piles of wood in wharfs with penthoufe roofs. How very un- 
like the Swifs cottages, though conftruéted of the fame materials! 
Nor are their houfes more diflimilar than their manners. ‘The ftrik- 
ing difference between the Swifs and Polifh peafants, in their very 
ais and deportment, flrongly marks the contraft of their refpective 
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rernments. The Swifs are open, frank, rough, but ready to 
ferve you; they nod their heads, or flightly pull off their hats as 
ou pafs by, but they expect a return of civility: they are roufed 
by the leaft rudenefs, and are not to be infulted with impunity, On 
the contrary, the Polith peafants are cringing and fervile in their ex- 
preflions of refpect ; they bowed down to the ground ; took off their 
hats or caps, and held them in their hands till we were out of fight; 
ftopt their carts on the firft glimpfe of our carriage ; in fhort, their 
whole behaviour gave evident fymptoms of the abject fervitude under 


which they groaned.’ 
Our traveller’s entrance into Ruffia, from Poland, is thus de- 


fcrided : 

© Auguft 20. We came into Roffia at the {mall village of Tolot- 
zin, which in 1772 belonged to Poland, byt is now comprifed in 
the portion of country ceded to the emprefs by the late partition 
treaty. ‘The province allotted to Ruflia comprifes Polith Livonia, 
that part of the palatinate of Polotfk which lies to the eaft of the 
Duna; the palatinates of Vitepfk, Miciflaw, and two {mall portions to 
the north-eaft and fouth-eatt of the palatinate of Minfk : this tract of 
land (Polith Livonia excepted) is fituated in Whice-Ruflia, and in- 
cludes at leaft one third of Lithuania. | 

‘ The Ruffian limits of the new province are formed by the Duna, 
from its mouth to above Vitepfk, from thence by a ftraight line run- 
ning direétly fouth to the fource of the Drug near Tolitzin, by the 
Drug to its junétion with the Dnieper, and laftly, by the Dnieper 
to the point where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now di- 
vided into the two governments of Polotfk and Mohilef; its popula- 
tion amounts to about 1,600,000 fouls; its produétions are chiefly 
grain in large quantities, hemp, flax, and pafture; its foreits fur- 
nifh great abundance of mafts, planks, alfo oak for thip-building, 
pitch and tar, &c. which are chiefly fent down the Duna to Riga. 

* Upon entering Ruffia at Tolitzin we were greatly aftonithed at 
the cheapnefs of the poft-horfes ; and when our fervant had difcharged 
the firft account, which amounted to only two copecs, or about 
a penny, a verft* for each horfe, we fhould have concluded, that 
he had cheated the poft-mafter in our favour, if we had not been 
well convinced, from the general character of the Ruflians, that they 
were not likely to be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after- 
wards difcovered, that even half of the charge, which we thought 
fo extremely moderate, might have been faved, if we.had taken the 
precaution of obtaining an order from the Ruffian ambaflador at 
Warfaw. 

‘ From Tolotzin, through the new government of Mohilef, the 
road was excellent, and of confiderable breadth, with a double row 
of trees planted on each fide, and ditches to drain off the water. 
We pafied through feveral wretched villages, ferried at Orfa over 
the Dnieper, there only a {mall river, went through Dubroffna, and 
arrived in the evening -at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to 
Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, abounds in foreft, and produces 
corn, millet, hemp, and flax. In the largeft villages we obferved 
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{chools and other buildings, conftructing at the expence of the em. 
prefs, and.alfo churches with domes, intended for the Polith diff. 
dents of the Greek fect, and the Ruflians who chufe to fettle in the 
country.’ 

The poft-houfes, which frequently occur in the principal 
hich-roads of Ruffia, Mr. Coxe tells us, are moitly conftruéted 
upon the following plan: 

‘ They are very convenient for the accommodation of travellers: 
they are-large fqguare wooden buildings, enclofing a fpacious court- 
yard ; in the center of the front is a range of apartments intended 
‘for the reception of travellers, with a gateway on cach fide leading 
into the court-yard ; the remainder of the front is appropriated to 
the ufe of the poft-matter and his fervants ; the other three fides of 
the quadrangle are divided into ftables and theds for carriages, and 
Jarge barns for hay and corn. We were agreeably furprized to 
meet with, in this remote place, fome Engitfh ftrong beer; and no 
Jefs pleated to fee our fupper ferved up in diihes of our countryman 
Wedgwood’s cream-coloured ware. ‘The luxury of clean ftraw. for 
our beds was no {mall addition to thefe comforts.’ 

From:Smolenfko, which our Author defcribes as a very fin- 
gular town in point of fituation, we have his route to Mofcow, 
through bad roads, over dangerous bridges, and with inns of mi- 
ferable accommodation; where the matter and his pig feemed 
** joint tenants of the fhade.” ‘Their approach to Mof.ow is 
picturefque : 

¢ Mofcow was firft announced about the diftance of fix miles by fome 
{pires, which overtopped an eminence at the end of the broad ave- 
nue cut through the foreft: about two or three miles further we 
afcended an height, from whence a moft fuperb profpect of the vat 
city burfi upon our fight. It lay in the form of acrefcent, and 
ftretched to a prodigious extent, while innumerable churches, towers, 
gilded fpires and domes, white, red, and green buildings glittering 
an the fun, formed a moft fplendid appearance, yet ftrangely con- 
trafted by an intermixture of numberlefs wooden hovels. The 
neighbouring country was undulating ; the foreft reached to within 
a mile of the ramparts, when it was fucceeded by an open range of 
paflures without enclofures. We crofled the river Mofkva over a 

raft floating upon the water, and faftened to each bank, which the 
Ruffians cal) a living-bridge, from its bending under the carriage. 
After a ftriét examination of our paffport, being permitted to enter 
the gates, we drove through the fuburbs for a conftderable way along 
a wooden road, entered one of the interior circles of the town, called 
Bielgorod, and took up our quarters at an inn kept by a Frenchman, 
at which fome of the nobility hold affemblies. Our apartments 
were convenient and fpacious ; we alfo found every accommodation 
in abundance, except beds and fheets ; for as no one thinks of tra- 
velling in this country without thofe articles, inns are feldom pro- 
vided with them. With much trouble, however, we were able to 
obtain from our landlord two bedfteads with bedding, and one ma- 
trafs to place upon the floor; but we could not procure more than 
three fheets, one whereof fell to my fhare: we had been fo long ac- 
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exftomed to fleep in our clothes upon ftraw, that we thought oar- 
felves in a ftate of unheard-of luxury, and blefied ourfelves for our 


good fortune.’ 
Mr. Coxe, like other travellers, defcribes Mofcow as exa 


tremely large and ill-built, holding a midway between af 
European and an Afiatic city. He fpeaks very highly of the 
hofpitality with which he was treated there : 

‘ Nothing,’ fays he, * can exceed the hofpitality of the Rufhans, 
We could never pay a morning vifit to any nobleman without being 
detained to dinner; we alfo conftantly received feveral general in- 
vitations ; but as we confidered them in the light of mere compli- 
ments, we were unwilling to intrude ourfelves without further no- 
tice. We foon found, however, that the principal perions of dif- 
tin@tion kept open tables, and were highly obliged at our reforting 
to them without ceremony. Prince Volkontki, in particular, having 
cafually difcovered that we had dined the preceding cay at ourinn, 
politely upbraided us; repeating his affurances, that his table was 
ours, and that whenever we were not particularly engaged, he thoald 
always expec us for his guefts.’ 

Mr. Coxe is now introduced to Mr. Muller, the famous 
Ruffian hiftorian, of whom he gives this account: 

« Gerard Frederick Muller, a native-of Germany, was born in 
1705, at Herforden, in the circle of Weftphalia. He came into 
Roflia during the reign of Catherine 1.; and was not long -after- 
wards admitted into the Imperial Academy of Sciences, of which 
fociety he is one of the moit ancient members. In 1731, foon after 
the acceffion of the emprefs Anne, he commenced, at the expence 
of the crown, his travels over European Ruffia, and into the ex- 
treme parts of Siveria. He was abfent feveral years upon this ex- 

edition ; and did not return to Peterfburgh until the reign of Eli- 
zabeth. The prefent Emprefs, an able judge and rewarder of me- 
rit, conferred upon him a very ample falary, and appointed hi:a 
counfellor of ftate and keeper of the archives of Mofcow, where 
he has refided about fixteen years. He collected, during his travels, 
the moft ample materials for the hiiory and geography of this ex- 
tenfive empire, which was fcarely known to the Rufians themifelves, 
before his valuable refearches were given to the world in various 
publications. His principal worl: isa ** Colleciion of Rufian Wil- 
tories *,” in nine volumes o€tavo, printed at different intervals at 
the prefs of the Imperial Academy of Sciences. The Arf part carve 
Out in 1732, and the lait made its appearance in 1764. ‘This itore- 
houfe of information and literature, inregard tothe antiquities, hilloty, 
geography, and commerce of Ruflia, 2nd many of the neighbouring 
countries, conveys the moft indifputable proofs of the aviher’s learn 
ing, diligence, and fidelity. Vo this work the accnrate and inde- 
fatigable writer has {ucceflively added many other valeable_ perform. 
ances upon fimilar fubjects, both in the German and Raffian jan- 
guages, which elucidate various parts in the hiflory of this em- 


pire. 
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« Mr. Muller fpeaks and writes the German, Ruffian, Freneh, 
and Latin tongues with furprifing fluency; and reads the Englifh, 
Dutch, Swedifh, Danith, and Greek with great facility. His me. 
mory is ftill furprifing ; and his accurate acquaintance with the mi. 
nuteft incidents of the Ruffian annals almoft {urpaffes belief.’ 

Mr. Coxe mentions a very curious market for the fale of 
houfes in this city : 

‘ It is held in a large open {pace in one of the fuburbs, and ex. 
hibits a great variety of ready-made houfes, thickly ftrewed upon the 
ground. The purchafer who wants a dwelling, repairs to this fpot, 
mentions the number of rooms he vegeta, examines the different 
timbers, which are regularly numbered, and bargains for that which 
fuits him. The houfe is fometimes paid for upon the fpot, and 
taken away by the purchafer : or fometimes the vender contraés to 
tranfport and erect it upon the place where it is defigned to ftand. 
It may appear incredible to aflert, that a dwelling may be thus 

ught, removed, raifed, and inhabited, within the {pace of a week ; 
but -we fhall conceive it practicable, by confidering that thefe 
ready-made houfes are in general merely collections of trunks of 
trees, tenanted and mortiied at each extremity into one another, 
fo that nothing more is required than the labour of tranfporting and 
re-adjufting them. 

‘ But this fummary mode of building is not always peculiar to 
the meaner hovels ; as wooden ftruétures of very large dimenfions and 
handfome appearance are occafionally formed in Ruffia, with an ex- 
pedition almoft inconceivable to the inhabitants of other countries. 
A remarkable inftance of this difpatch was difplayed the laft time 
the emprefs came to Mofcow. Her majefty propofed to refide in 
the manfion of prince Galitzin, which is efteemed the completeft 
edifice in this city ; but as it was not fufficiently fpacious for her recep- 
tion, a temporary addition of wood, larger than the original houte, 
and containing a magnificent fuite of apartments was begun and 
finifhed within the fpace of fix weeks. This meteor-like fabric 
was fo handfome and commodious, that the materials, which were 
taken down at her majefty’s departure, were to be re-conftruted, as 
a kind of imperial villa, upon an eminence near the city.’ 

Our Author is very elaborate in his difquifition toncerning 
the famous Demetrius, who was looked upon as an impoftor by 


many of his countrymen, but who, he is inclined to believe, — 


was the true Prince Demetrius. He takes great pains to vindi- 
cate the character of the Princefs Sophia, fifter to Peter the 
Great, from -the obloquy that has been thrown upon it, in 
confequence, as he fays, of her heading a party in oppofition to 
Peter. He mentions, from an anecdote communicated to him 
by a Ruffian nobleman of great diftin@ion, Peter’s own opinion 
of his fifter: ‘* What a pity,” he was frequently heard to fay, 
*“* that fhe perfecuted me in my minority, and that I cannot 
repofe any confidence in her; otherwife, when I am employed 


abroad, fhe might govern at home.” Mr. Coxe fays of her, 
* She 















—".e @ 6 





Seward’s Leuifa; a Poetical Novel, * 335 


+ She deferves the veneration of pofterity for the patronage which 
fe afforded to perfons of genius and eaening. and for encourage- 
ing, by her own example, the introduction of polite literature into 
Rufia, then plunged in the deepeft ignorance. ‘ At a period, when 
there was no national theatre, and when the lJoweit buffooneries, 
under the name of moralities, were the fole dramatic reprefentations 
even at court; this elegant princefs tranflated the Medecin mal- 
ré Lui of Moliere into her native tongue, and performed one of 
the characters herfelf. She alfo compofed a tragedy, probably the 
firft extant in the Ruffian language ; and the compofed it at a time, 
when the moft violent cabals were excited againft her miniftry, and 
when the moft weighty affairs feemed to engrofs her fole attention.’ 

Having difpatched thefe digreffions, occafioned by viewing 
the tomb of Demetrius at Mofcow, and the nunnery where 
the Princefs was confined, Mr. Coxe proceeds on his jour- 
ney to Peterfburgh: but for particulars, we muft refer to our 


next. 
[ To be. continued. ] Se. 
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Arr. III. Leui/a, a Poetical Novel, in Four Epiftles. By Mifs 
Seward. 4to. 3s. 6d.- Robinfon. 1784. . 


HE fuccefs that has uniformly attended the poetical ex. 
ertions of Mifs Seward, will obvioufly create a prepoflef- 
fion in favour of every production that comes from the pen of 
fo popular a writer. It will be no wonder, then, if, under the 
moft favourable impreffions, we enter upon the prefent poem, 
The poetical novel may be confidered asa new fpecies of 
compofition : and it is a {fpecies of compofition that promifes an 
ample field for the exercife of poetical genius. ‘There is fcarce- 
ly, indeed, any object within the province of poetry, that a 
work of this kind might not comprehend : defcription, incident, 
fentiment, and paffion, all lie within the {phere of its activity. 
Whatever is picturefque, elegant, or fublime, in the appearances 
of Nature ; every incident of life, whether ferious, pathetic, or 
ludicrous ; whatever can give energy to the mind, or operate on 
the feelings of the heart; are all at the command of the poeti- 
cal novelift. But properly to exert the extenfive privileges fhe 
is invefted with, Hoc opus, bic labor eff. So various and com- 
prehenfive, indeed, are the abilities it muft require, that we have 
little reafon to expect, whoever .may engage in the attempt, 
that there will be many fuccefsful competitors in fo arduous an 
undertaking. The manner in which our firft adventurer, in 
this yet unufual diftri& of poetry, has acquitted herfelf, is now 
to be confidered. . 
The incidents of this poem are few: Louifa and Eugenio 
have a mutual attachment. Emira, whom an accident throws 


in the way of Eugenio, and whom he refcucs from the hands of 
aflaffiins 
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aflaffins that are going to take away her life, conceives the moft 
violent paffion for her deliverer. Ernefto, Eugenio’s father, in 
the apprehended fhipwreck of his affairs, prevails upon his fon, 
as the only means of extricating him and his whole family from 
ruin, to marry Emira, who is poflefled of immenfe wealth. The 
fequel is, that Ernefto’s affairs, by a fortunate concurrence of 
circumftances, are re-inftated S Emira embraces a life of fafhion. 
able and vicious diffipation, which, however, foon terminates, 
On her death-bed fhe repents, makes her peace with Louifa, 
and reconciles her to Eugenio. It is needlefs to add, that, in con- 
fequence of Emira’s death, the lovers are united. Such are the 
outlines of ‘the poem. The firft Epiftle is from Louifa to Emma, 
her friend, in the Eaft Indies, tracing the progrefs of her attach: 
ment to Eugenio, the profpect of that union, and the fuppofed 
perfidy of her fover. Their firft-interview is thus defcribed: 
+, © ?Twas Noon, and ripen’d Summer’s fervid ray 
+ * "From cloudlefs Ether thed oppreflive day. 
As on this fhady bank I fat reclin’d, 
My voice, that floated on the waving wind, 
Taught the foft echoes of the neighb’ring plains 
Milton’s fweet lays, in Handel’s matchlefs ftrains. 
Prefaging notes my lips unconfcious try, 
And murmur—“ * Hide me from Day’s garifh eye!” 
“Ah! bleft, had Death a fhade eternal thrown, 
And hid me from the woes I fince have known ! 
Beneath my trembling:fingers lightly rung 
The Lute’s fweet chords, refponfive while I fung. 
~ Eaint in the yellow broom the Oxen lay, 
And the mute Birds fat Janguid on the fpray ; 
And novght was heard, around the noon-tide bow’r, 
Save, that the mountain Bee, from flow’r to flow’r, 
Seem’d to prolong, with her affiduous wing, 
The foft vibration of the tuneful ftring ; 
While the fierce Skies flam’d on the fhrinking Rills, 
And fultry Silence brooded o’er the Hills! 
As on my lip. the ling’ring Cadence play’d, 
My Brother gaily bounded down the Glade, 
And, while my looks the fire of gladnefs dart, 
With ardor prefs’d me to his throbbing heart ; 
Then to a graceful Stranger turn’d, whofe feet, 
With fteps lefs fwift, my coyer welcome meet. 
O’er his fine form, and o’er his glowing face, 
Youth’s ripen’d bloom had fhed its richeft grace ; 
Tall as the Pine, amidft inferior Trees, 
With all the bending Ozier’s pliant eafe. 
O’er his fair brow, the fairer for their fhade, 
Locks of the warmeft brown luxuriant play’d. 
Blufhing he bows !—and gentle awe fupplies 
fach flattering meaning to his downcatt eyes ; 


———— 


An inchanting Song of Handel’s, from Milton’s Il a 
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ft Sweet, ferious, tender, thofe blue eyes impart 

a A thoufand dear fenfations to the heart; 

| Mild, as the Evening Star, whofe fhining ray, 

4 Soft in th’ anrufled Water feems to play ; 

, And when he fpeaks— not Mufic’s thrilling pow’r, 
: No, nor the vocal Miftrefs of the bow’r, 

f When flow fhe warbles from the bloffom’d fpray, 
P In liquid blandifhment, her evening lay, 

. Such foft, infinuating fweetnefs knows, 

> As from that voice, in melting accent flows! 

. Yet why, fond Mem’ry! why, in tints fo warm; 
. Paint’ft thou each beauty of that faultlefs Form? 


His fpecious virtues furely might impart 

Excufe more juft for this devoted heart. 

! Oh! how each noble paffion’s feeming trace, 
Threw tranfient glories o’er his youthful face ! 
How rofe, with fudden impulfe, fwift and ftrong; 
For ev’ry fecret fraud, and open wrong 
Th’ Oppreffor aéts, the Helplefs feel, or fear, 
Difdain’s quick throb, and Pity’s melting tear. 
So well its part each duétile feature play’d, 
Of worth, fuch firm, tho’ filent promife made, 
That to have doubted its well-painted truth, | 
Had been to want the primal grace of youth 
Credulity, that fcorns, with gen’rous heat, 
Alike to practife, or fufpect deceit.’ 

The period, the moft delicious in the progrefs of a refined 
paffion, is, perhaps, that in which a reciprocal attachment firft 
betrays itfelf, The warmth of colouring with which this period 
is marked out by Louifa is as juft as it is animated : 

* Thefe are the days that fly on rapture’s wing, 
Empurpling ev’ry flow’r that decks the Spring ; 
For when Love-kindling Hope, with whifper bland, 
Wakes the dear magic of her potent wand, 

More vivid colours paint the rifing Morn, 
And clearer cryftal gems the filver thorn ; 
On more luxuriant fhade the Noon-beam plays, 
And richer gold the Ev’ning-Sun arrays ; 
Stars feem to glitter with enamour’d fire, 
And fhadowy Hills in ftatelier grace afpire ; 
More fubtle fweetnefs {cents the pafling gales, 
And fofter beauty decks the moon-light Vales ; 
All Nature fmiles! nor even the jocund Day, 
When feftal rofes ftrew the bridal way, 
Darts thro’ the Virgin breaft fuch keen delight, 
As when foft Fears with gay Belief unite ; 
As Hope, fweet, warm, feducing Hope infpires, 
Which fomewhat gneftions, what it moft defires ; 
Reads latent meaning in a Lover’s eye, 
Thrills at his glance, and trembles at his figh ; 
As o’er the Frame diforder’d tranfport pours, 
When only lefs than Certainty is ours.’ 

Rev. Nov. 1784, Z The 
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The fecond Epiftle, which is from Eugenio to Emma, and 
which contains his exculpation, is written with great force and 
pathos, But, perhaps, the Poetefs no where difplays her pa- 
thetic powers to greater advantage than in the concludin 
Epiftle, when Louifa is introduced to Emira on her death-bed : 

‘ Shudd’ring we now draw near the houfe of Death, 
And find yet itays the intermitting breath. 
What agitated dread my bofom tears, 
When paufing we afcend the filent ftairs !— 
As we approach the flowly opening door? 
As my pain’d Senfes, horror-chill’d, explore 
The dim Apartment, where the leflen’d light 
Gives the pale Suff’rer to my fearful fight! 
The matchlefs grace of that confummate Frame 
Withering beneath the Fever’s fcorching flame. 
Outftretch’d and wan, with lab’ring breath fhe lies, 
Clofing in palfied lids her quiv’ring eyes. 
Evcewnio’s hand lock’d in her claiping hands, 
As hufh’d and mournful by her couch he ftands '— 
Horror, and Pity mingled traces flung, 
Which o’er his Form, like wintry fhadows, hung ; 
Yet, on my ent’rance in that dreary room, 
A gleam of Joy darts thro’ their awful gloom ! 
Oh! what a'moment!—my Eucenio’s face !— 
Alas! —how faded its once glowing grace! 

Paft hours of woe on his pale cheek I read, 
In eves whofe beams, like waining ftars, recede’ 
Faintly the found of that known voice I hear, 

_ © Oh, my Levisa !” fearce it meets my ear, 
Lett the imperfect flumber fhould be found 
Chas’d by the check’d involuntary found. 
Bur clear the fenfes of the Dying fcem, 
Like the expiring taper’s flafhing beam. 
Scarce audibly tho’ breath’d, Lousrsa’s name 
Misira hears, and her enfeebled Frame, 
With iudden pow’rlefs effort, ftrives to raife ; 
But, finking back, her eyes, in eager gaze, 
Are fix’d on mine, what anguifh in their beams! 
©! confcious Guilt, how dreadful thy extremes ! 
The chill numb hands, whence deadly dews had broke, 
Snatch’d from her Lord’s when ftarting fhe awoke, 
Now,.as they feem unable to extend, 
Softly I.take, as o’er her couch I bend ; 
She turns away, opprefs’d by thought fevere, 
And fteeps her pillow in the bitter tear. 
Alas! be calm! be comforted ! | cried, 
“* Do you too pardon ?””—fhrilly fhe replied, 
Bending again on me that burning ray, 
Whote heat no contrite waters could allay. 
‘© Then, dear Loutsa, peaceful thall I die, 
** Since hallow’d thus my laft—remorfeful figh ; . 
+ Bot, 

















Seward’s Louifa; a Peetical Novel.. 


« But, oh! ’tis dread—when Memory difplays 

«« The guilt-ftain’d retrofpe& of vanith’d days ! 

«“ The fecret—felfith joy—which hail’d the blow, 

«© That laid Ernesto’s profp’rous fortunes low ; 

«¢ Sever’d thofe hands—whofle glowing hearts were join’d, 
«© The facred ynion of the kindred mind. -—— 

«¢ Heav’n re-unites them !—and the wretch removes, 
<< That impious rofe between their plighted Loves ; 

_ «& Who, not content to blaft their {weet increafe, 

“ And arm—Evcewnio’s Virtue —’gainft his Peace, 
«© Added” —_—But now, from feeblenefs, or fhame, 
A deadly faintnefs fickens thro’ her frame. 

Reviving fhortly—‘‘ I would fain,” the cries, 

«¢ Fre everlafting darknefs clofe thefe eyes, 

«* Intreat of that kind Spirit—fweet, and mild, 

“* Its future—gen’rous goodnefs—to my Child. 

«« Love her, Loursa—Jove her—I implore, 

«¢ When loft Emira—wounds thy peace no more! 

* Oh! gently fofter in her opening Youth, 

“ The feeds of Virtue - Honour—Faith—and Trutd, 
«* For thy Eucenio’s fake !—who gave her birth, . 
«¢ And gave—I truft—the temper of his worth! 

«¢ And when—on his lov’d knees—my Infant climbs, 
«© Adjure him—to forget her Mother’s crimes! 

«* T know thou wilt! —I feel thy heart expand, 

‘¢ In the dear preflure — of that gentle hand. 

‘* O ye wrong’d pair! in the laft awful Morn, 

** When my itain’d Soul at the eternal Bourn 

** Shall trembling ftand—her final doom to hear, 

** She lefs fhall dread—to meet the injur’d there! 

** Congenial Mercy- fhe may hope to prove, 

‘* From the offended Pow’rs—of ‘Truth — and Love!” 

While yet thefe interrupted accents hung, 

Faint on the rigid lip, and falt’ring tongue, 

The ftiff’ning tpafm, the fuffocating breath, 
Gave dread prefage of near approaching Death.— 
Now roll the eyes in fierce and rettlefs gaze! 

Now on their wildnefs fieals the ghaitly glaze! 
Till o’er her Form the fhadowy horrors {pread 
The dim fuffufion that involves the DEAD. 

Thus Wealth, and Rank, and all their gorgeous Train, 
The Proud that madden, and enfnare the Vain; 
Youth’s frolic grace, and Beauty’s radiant bloom, 
Sink in the dreary filence of the tomb; 

But oh! rejoice with me, that Hope’s bleft beam 
Threw o’er the dark Abyfs one trembling gleam! 

For thy Louisa—Words can ill impart 
How dear the comforts eddying round her heart! 
How foft the Joy, by Sorrow’s fhading hand 
Touch’d into charms more exquifitely bland ! 

Or paint Eucenio’s tranfports as they rife, 
More fweet for gen’rous Pity’s mingled fighs ; 


2 Sweet 
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Sweet above all, from the exulting pride 

Of felf-approving Virtue, ftrongly tried. 

Applauding CONSCIENCE, yes! to thee ’tis given, 
To infpire a Joy, that antedates our Heav’n ! 

Thus, on Moriah’s confecrated height, 

Flow’d the obedient Patriarcht’s fond delight, 
When o’er the filial breaft, his faith to feal, 
On high had gleam’d the facrificing Steel ; 
Thus fow'd, when at the Voice,. divinely mild, 
His raptur’d hands unbound his only Child! 

O-come, my Emma!—yet thou ne’er haft feen 
Embodied Virtue in Eucenso’s Mien ; 

“ Grace, grandeur, truth, and tendernefs combin’d, 
The liberal efluence of the polifh’d Mind ! 
And for more gen’rous pleafures than we prove, 
The blifs furveying of the Friends we love, 
Sure we mult. wait, till angels fhall impart 
Their own perfection to th’ expanded Heart! 

Hafte then to fhare our bleflings, as they glow 
Thro’ the receding fhades of heavieft woe ! — 
As Spring’s fair Morn, with calm, and dewy light, 
Breaks thro’ the weary, long, and ftormy Night, 
So now, as thro’ the Vale of Life we ftray, 

The STAR of JOY relumes, and leads us on our way !” 


Much though we have met with to admire in this perform- 
ance, we cannot, however, perfuade ourfelves that it approaches 
to the degree of excellence which might have been expected 
from the talents of Mifs Seward. For though fufficient labour 
. feems to have been employed, it does not appear to have been al- 
ways properly directed; its employment having been not, what the 
exuberance of fancy frequently makes neceffary, to retrench 
the redundant, or to comprefs the difufe; but to accumulate 
glaring metaphors, and to dazzle by fuperfluity of ornament. 
Ambitious of exhibiting fplendid images, rather than {peaking 
the unaffected language of true paflion, fhe fometimes forgets 
the charaéter fhe Meats: A Poet, when {peaking in his own 
perfon, may be permitted to cloath his ideas in ‘lI the fplen- 
dour of Janguage that the moft brilliant imagination can fupply. 
Calm and collected in himfelf, he may reafonably be fuppofed 
to have his thoughts at command, and to have leifure to. felet, 
arrange, or adorn them as he pleafes. But when a foreign 
fpeaker is introduced, who is fuppofed to be under the agitation 
of fome violent and predominant pafiion, a different condudt §s 
required, His guide then muft be the fimplicity of nature, and 
the immediate feelings of the heart.. Does real paffion walts 
its attentions on ornament? No: all ornament, therefore, that 
is not obvioufly fpontaneous,.muft be rejected. Tropes and 


figures are only for a mind ateafe.. Ap attentive examination 
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of it) wholly to evade the charge. ‘The Public are generally | 
ftruck with novelties; and Mr. Gibbon had the good fortune ! 
of finding a number of thofe who lead the public opinion 

difpofed to favour his objeét.—But the Author and his Hiftory | 
have had their day. Truth, though for a while deprefled, will 

fourifh anew. AV perilous blaft may for a feafon wither its 

leaves; but its root remains untouched. It *¢ will bud again, 

and fend forth boughs like a plant.” 


faid—‘* This is your hour; and the power of darknefs.” There 
isa feafon when error feems to triumph over truth, and light 
fora moment is eclipfed; but, as in the natural, fo in the {pi- 
ritual! world, the reign of darknefs cannot be long. Obfcurities 
gradually vanifh; and light maintains its own empire, for the 
confolation of thofe who wifh for its direétion, and for the con- 
fufion of thofe who ** love darknefs rather than light.” 


Phatically ftyled, had not made greater miftakes than thofe of 
which Mr. Travis attempts to convict him, in the prefent pub- 
lication, we fhould have fpared thefe reflections. A cafual in- 
jury offered to the fair form of religion, we might have filently 
Jamented and forgiven. But when a mortal wound was infi- 
dioufly aimed at her vitals, it would have been unnatural to 
on feen the arm of the affaflin raifed without one effort to ar- 
reit it *, 
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of the dramatic paflazes, tho‘e, we.mean, where the characters 
sre introduced as actually fpeaking, will evince that our cen- 
fure proceeds neither from acrimony nor faftidioufnefs. C t 
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Arr. IV. Letters to Edward Gibbon, Efg; Author of the Hiftory 
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire; in Defence of 
the Authenticity of the 7th Verfe of the sth Chapter of the Firft 
Epittle of St. John. By George Travis, A.M. (formerly of St. 
John’s College Cambridge) Prebendary of the Cathedral Church of 
Chefter, Vicar of Eaftham in the County of Chefter, and Chaplain 


to Lady Dowager Townfhend. 4to. 5s. Rivington. 1784. 


E moft readily allow Mr. Gibbon the merit of an ele- 

gant and mafterly writer; but we fhould contradict 

our convictions, if we gave him an unlimited credit as an hifto- 
rian. We are convinced, that he hath mifreprefented fome im- 
portant teftimonies ; and hath frequently, though we hope not 
defignedly, facrificed truth to prejudice. If this fhould be 
thought an heavy accufation, it is not, however, the firft time 
that it hath been advanced: and it will need greater ingenuity ° 
than that which he poffefles (and he poffefles a very high fhare 


When Jefus was betrayed into the hands of his enemies, he 


If ** the Hiftorian of the Roman empire,” as he has been em- 
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* Vid. Hayley’s Effay on Hiftory, Epift. IL. ad finem, 
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The prefent publication confifts of five Letters; the three 
firft of which were originally publifhed in the Gentleman’s Ma- 
gazine, in the courfe of the year 1782, and we remember to 
have read them with much fatisfaction. 

The other two Letters, which are of greater length and 
confequence, are immediately addrefled to Mr. Gibbon. ‘They 
concern the fame fubjeét, and well deferve a careful perufal, 

It will be neceffary to recur to the occafion of thefe Letters, 
in order to fhew the prepricty with which they are addrefled to 
Mr. Gibbon. 

In a note to the fecond volume of the Hiftory of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, that gentleman hath aflerted, 
that ** the three witnefks” (1 John, v. 7.) %* have been efta- 
blithed.in our Greek Teftaments by the prudence of Erafmus; 
the honeft bigotry of the Complutenfian editors ; the typogra- 
phical fraud or error of Robert Stephens, in placing the crot- 
chet ; and the deliberate falfehood, or ftrange mifapprehenfion of 
Theodore Beza.” 

Mr. Travis examines every part of this aflertion with critical 
exactnefs ; and proves Mr. Gibbon to have been equally harth 
and precipitate in his allegations again{t the firft editors of the 
Greek Teftament. He vindicates their condu@, in admitting 
the text in queftion, from the imputation of fraud, bigotry, and 
duplicity ; and endeavours to fhew, that they acted confiftently 
with truth and honour. 

He next examines the text by the various lights of hiftorical 
teftimony, which have been thrown on it; and from all, at- 
tempts to eftablifh its authenticity. He hath adduced every 
evidence that could be collected in a regular feries; and the re- 
fult of the whole is, that the verfe in queftion feems, beyond all 
Serious doubt, to have ftood in the Epifile when 1t originally pro- 
ceeded from the pen of St. “fobn. 

The following is an analyfis of his argument: 

* In the Latin, or Weftern church, the fuffrages of Tertultian 
and Cyprian, of Marcus Celedenfis and Phzbadius, in its fa- 
vour, aided by the early, the folemn, the public appeal to its 
authority by the African Bithops under Humeric; the Preface 
and Bible of St. Jerom the frequent and direé citations 
of the verfe by Eucherius, Fulgentius, Vigilius, and Caffio- 
dorus ;—thefe, fupported as to the Greek or Eaftern church, 
by the Dialogue between Arius and Athanafius, as well as 
by the Synopjis of this Epiftle;—by the very early and con- 
ftant ufe of the azosoxG in the fame Greek church (a ufage 
which feems to be deducible even from the Apottles themfel ves) 
and by its public confeffion of faith :—ALL THESE EVIDENCES 
arifing within the limits of the 6th century (to pafs over the 
imaienfe accumulation of teftimony which may be produced 
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fiubjequent to that wzra) offering themfelves to the teft of the 
‘yg2ment, combined in one point of view, unchecked by a 
fingie negative, unrebuked by any contradiGtion, unrefifted by 
any the fmalleft direé? impeachment of the authority of the 
verfe throughout all the annals of antiquity :—all thefe circum= 
ances Seize the mind, as it were, by violence, and compel it to 
acknowledge the verity, the original exiftence of the verfe in 
queltion.” 

One of the principal objeGions that have been urged againft 

the authenticity of this text arifes from the omiffion of it in the 
writings of fome of the ancient Greek and Latin Fathers, who, 
as it hath been prefumed, would undoubtedly have appealed to 
it, if ic had exifted, by way of proof, or iliuftration, of their 
arguments on the doctrine of the Trinity. But the objection 
which hath the greateft weight is, the om:ffion of it in the beft 
and moft antient copies of the Greck Tcltament. There is not 
afingle copy of cfablifhed credit in which it is to be found,— 
This objection ts itfelf an hoft. Mr, Travis, however, com- 
bats it with much ingenuity and Jearning; though wejwere fur- 
prifed at the great indifcretion that expofed the weaknels of the 
caufe he undertook to defend in laying fo much flrefs on an au- 
thority that would not bear even the Rightelt preflure. Can he 
ferioufly give credit to Amelotte, when that writer declared, that 
he had himfelf feen the verfe in queftion in the mo/? antient MS. 
of the Vatican *? If he can, his faith in a writer detecied in the 
grofleft impofitions, is ftronger than our’s, Where are thofe MSS. 
that contained this ver(e? Strange! that none fhould have fur- 
vived the wreck of time, as well as thofe that haveit not. Their 
total lofs cannot be accounted for. 

The Dublin MS. hach been appealed to in fupport of the 
verfe in qucftion. Its antiquity, however, is very dubious: and 
Dr. Wilion of Trinity College, though he afferts, in contra- 
diction to Dr. Benfon, who had been mifinformed, that it 
was evidently written by the fame hand throughout, yet he cau- 
tioufly ** declines to give any opinion of its age.” It is clear, 
however, that it is ot the Codex Britannicus of Erafmus. 

The objeGtions which have been urged againft the genuine- 
nels of this verfe from the omiffion of it in the writings of the 
moft eminent Greek and Latin Fathers, even in their difputes 
on the doctrine of the Trinfty ; and from its omiffion alfo in 
the moft authentic MSS. of the Greek Teftament, both in Eng- 
land and on the continent, Mr. Travis examines very mi- 


* Bithop Burnet examined the mof antient MS. in the Vatican, 
and the paflage is wanting in that copy, as well as in the celebrated 
Alexandrian MS. Vid, Burnet’s Letter I. 
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nutely ; and he attempts to repel the force of them on the fol. 
lowing grounds, viz. 

‘ Although it undoubtedly appears ftrange, on a firft confi. 
deration of the fubjecét, that feveral antient Greek and Latin 
Fathers have not quoted or commented on this verfe, in thofe 
parts of their works which have defcended to the prefent age: 
although it appears on a primary view ftill more ftrange, that 
thofe numerous Greek MSS. (not Latin, for a vaft majority of 
thefe have always read the verfe) which formerly exhibited this 
pafluge of St. John, fhould be now in general (not totally) 
Joft, rather than thofe few which did not contain it ; yet both 
thofe objections, when aggravated to the utmoft, are but pre- 
fumptions, and amount to no more than negative evidence. And 
from whetherfoever of the fources which have been heretofore 
affiened, the partial occultation of this verfe, antecedent to the 
tine of Jerome, proceeded, that temporary obfcuration was dif- 
perfed at once; and the verfe was fummoned forth, to fhine in 
its proper fphere, by his Preface and Verfion ; which are con- 
firmed and eftablifhed (if they could be faid to need any con- 
firmation or eftablifhment) by the revifion of Charlemagne. And 
this verfe hath ever fince not only maintained its place in every 
public verfion which hath been in ufe fince the Days of Jerome, 
but it ‘hath alfo, ever fince, been uniformly quoted and referred 
to by individual writers of the firft eminence for learning and 
integrity in Afia and in Africa, as well as in Europe, without 
the Jeait queition, without the fmalleft interruption, except the 
invafion of Erafmus, which however was foon repelled, and of 
which he lived to repent and to be afhamed, unlefs his own pa- 
raphrafe on the verfe be the completeft piece of literary hypo- 
crify now fubfifting ;—and except the affaults of fome ill- 
informed, ill-judging or ill-difpofed perfons in times ftill more 
modern.’ 

Mr. Travis hath collected every teftimony, and placed his au- 
thorities and reafons in the moft advantageous light, in order to 
eftablith the authenticity of this difputed verfe. We mutt, 
however, ingenuoufly confefs, that though we have read his 
letters with pleafure, and are ready to bear our teftimony to 
his learning and acutenefs, yet that he hath not removed our 
doubts. Confiderable difficulties ftill embarrafs the fubjeét ; and 
what he calls negative evidence carries with it fufficient weight, 
at leaft to counterbalance the pofitive teftimony which he ale 
Jeges, if not abfolutely to turn the {cale, 

Ona + oe fo dubious we would not be too pofitive. But 
whichever fide of the queftion we are difpofed to take, we hope 


charity and good manners will prevent us from beftowing harfh 


and illiberal reflections om thofe who do not fee objects in the 
fame light that we do. 


In 
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In the conclufion, Mr. Travis points out fome expreffions in 
Mr. Gibbon’s Hiltory, which bave an immoral tendency ; and 
chaftifes him with great feverity for a moft flagrant mifrepre~ 
fentation of a paflage in Petavius refpecting Gennadius, the 
Patriarch of Conftantinople. He hefitates not to call it a wi/fud 
perverfion; and thinks it impofible for Mr. Gibbon to take 
fhelter under the cover of inadvertence. | 

This miftake (for we with to give it the fofteft appellation, 
though it bears ftrong marks of fomething worfe) was firft 
pointed out, if we have not been mifinformed, by Mr, Da- 
vis, in the Gentleman’s Magazine. It is now brought forward a 
fecond time, and charged on Mr. Gibbon with additional 
ardor, 

The Reader is curious to know what this miffake is: and we 
will gratify him by contrafting Mr. Gibbon with the authority 
on which he profefles to rely. 

GiBBON. PETAVIUS. 
“¢ Gennadius, Patriarch of = ** In this Creed [the Athana- 
Conftantinople, was fo much fan] are thefe expreflions, as is 
amazed at the extraordinary known to all—The Holy Ghoft 
compofition [called the Athana- is of the Father and of the Son, 
fian Creed}, that he frankly pro- &c. Which plain and weighty 
nounced it to be the work of a_ teftimony was fo offenfive to the 
drunken man.” Vid. Petavius Greeks, that they carried up their 
Dogmat. Theolog. ‘Tom. ii. Lib. frantic and foolifh rage even to 
vile Cap. 8, Athanafius himfelf; WHICH 
GENNADIUS RELATES AND 
LAMENTS. They fear not toaffirm 
(fays he) that athanafius was a 
drunkard, and that he was drunk 
when he wrote this paffage:—a 

feof s and ridiculous calumny, 

whith merits filent contempt rath.r 
than a ferious confutation.” 

The following refle&tion is undoubtedly true in-itfelf; how 
far it is applicable to Mr. Gibbon, it is not our bufinefs to de- 
termine: 

* If a falfe tenet or opinion is to be defended at all events, ta 
what auxiliaries muft it look for affiftance? Not to truth ;—for 
that is all fair and artlefs, uniform and confiftent. Tt muft feek 
the treacherous aid of cavils and equivocations ; it muft praétife 
the foul arts of fophiftry and deceit, of fimulation and diffimu- 
lation ; by /eleéting @ part only, and flating them as the whole of the 
author’s words; by afcribing to him expreffions which he never ut- 
tered, and meanings which he never meant ; by fuppreffing what 
1s known to be: true, and infinuating, if not affertdd, what is 
known to be falfe,’ ~ 
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‘* "Tis a knavifh piece of work,” as Hamlet fays ; ** but what 
o’ that * We that have free fouls, it touches us not. Let the 





galled jade wince: our withers are unwrung.” D.d..t 


Art. V. Whirty Letters on various Subje&s. Second Edit. corveded 
and improved. 1zmo. 2 vols. 4s. fewed. Cadell, 1784. 


F the former edition of tnefe fenfible and ingenious Letters 
we have given a pretty copious account; accompanied with 
confiderable extracts. We delivered our free and impartial opi- 
nion of their merits ; and neither diminifhed their excellencies 
nor concealed their faults.x—See Rev. Vol. LX VIII. p. 391. 
To the prefent edition the author hath given his name * to 
the Public: though few who were acquainted with thefe Letters 
were ignorant of the perfon to whom they were indebted for the 
entertainment which they afforded. 
© It was never (fays Mr. JacKson) my intention to have 
been known as an author, except in the way of my profeffion +; 
but as it was early cifcovered to whom thefe little volumes owe 
their exiftence, the confeffing that the Public hath not guefled 


amifs, would not be a fufficient inducement to this fhort ad- 


drefs, if it did not at the fame time afford me an opportunity of 


weturning my acknowledgments for the very favourabie recep- 


tion they have met with; which might be extended to fome in- 
dividuals whofe approbation would do the higheft honour to a 
work of much more importance than this, which is now, in an 


‘improved ftate, again offered to the world with proper fentiments 


af refpect and gratitude, &c,’ 

This work hath received, throughout, fome finifhing touches, 
by which it is rendered more perfect. It hath fome additions 
al{o, to confirm and illuftrate the obfervations which occur in it. 

‘Particularly in the 24th Letter there is a very ftriking quota- 
tion from Dr. Tyfon, in fupport of the author’s pofition con- 
cemning what he calls /2/f produdtion; together with fome addi- 
tional remarks of his own on the fame fubject. We made our- 
felves metry with this paradox—which, however, we mult 
candidly confefs, hath had the fan&ion of great names, and 
as well as many other paradoxes, that like this, carry their own 
confutation in the very terms in which they are propofed, may 
appeal both to ancient and modern authorities for countenance 
and fupport. | : 

Mr, Jackfon is aware of the ill ufe that may be made of this 
do&rine. Neverthelefs, he takes care to guard it againft thofe 
atheiftical conclufions which his fagacity could not but forefee 
a {cepsical mind would be difpofed to draw from it. * There 
is fomething, fays he, in the found of feif-prodution which 
feems iike a contradiction. I mean nothing more by it, than 


= . Mr. William Jackfon, Exeter, + ‘Mefic. 
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that a vegetable or animal does, in many inftances, firf exift by 
a different principle than that upon which the fpsecies is after- 
wards continued. As the term does not exaétly exprefs this, it 
may eafily be perverted from the fenfe in which 1 with to be 
underftood. By whatever means the univerfe was formed, there 
is nothing in this fenfe of felf production which fhocks my 
fyftem of belief. If it were the pleafure of our Creator, that 
fome organized bodies fhould firit exift (and our fenfes affure us 
that they do fo exift) from a certain combination of circum- 
ftances, and their exiftence be continued afterwards upon differ- 
ent principles ; are we to fay that thofe things are contrary to 
nature, becaufe other organized bodies are not fu formed ? ‘The 
polypus poffefles properties which belong to no other being that 
harh come to our knowledge. Mutt its peculiarity deftroy our 
belicf that there is fuch a creature? Muft we deny that it 
hath fuch wonderful properties, becaufe they do not agree with 
the common principles of life? It is eafier, and perhaps wifer, to 
form our fyitem from what we really fee, than, from what we 
only fuppofe; efpecially if fuch iuppofiions contradict the 
knowledge derived from experience. Perhaps we fhall find that 
felf- proJuCtion fhocks the imagination more or lefs according to 
the fize of the thing produced. Who would not fooner believe 
that cheefe breeds mites, than that defarts produce elephants ? 
and yet, according to our prefent philofophy, one is as poffible 
as the other, 

* if the confequences I have drawn from thefe facts appear 
to you wrong, or the facts themfelves ill-fupported—convince 
me of my errors, and the whole fhall be retracted as freely as 
it is advanced.’ 

As the author feems to have felt himfelf injured by a wrong 
conftruGtion put on his pofitions relative to the doétrine of felf- 
production (though we wifh he had guarded againft a mifcon- 
ception of his principles by a lefs exceptionable term), we will 
do him the juftice to acknowledge, that the doctrine, as ftated 
by him, by no means involves in it thofe infidel conclufions 
which fome would infer from it. We diffent from it ourfelves ; 
not becaufe we think it inconfiftent with Chriftian faith, but 
with found philofophy. It hath had many zealous advocates 
among men whofe principles were never called in queftion, at 
leaft not for herefy, if for paradox: and if it refted its defence 
with learning, the name of ScaLiGeR would be a Legion. 

Mr. Jackion quotes Dr. Tyfon from the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions ; and a learned advocate for the fame doétrine, in a Lete 
ter to Mr. Locke, dated 1698, quotes Dr. Cox in fupport of 
it from the fame fource of information. It refers to a procefs 
of extracting volatile falt and fpirit out of vegetables. The 


proofs of the ** experienced Juncken” are alfo appealed to, to 
eftablith 
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eftablifh the principle of (pontaneous generation; and above all, 

to the Natural Hiflory of the great Lord Bacon: fo that if the 

do&trine wants truth, it is not deftitute of authority. 
Beak, 





Art. VI. A Syftem of Surgery ; by Benjamin Bell, Member of the 
Royal College \of Surgeons, one of the Surgeons to the Royal 
Infirmary, and Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh : Il- 
luftrated with Copper Plates. Vol. the 2d. 8vo. 6s. boards. 
Edinburgh, printed for Elliot ; and Robinfon, London. 1784. 

E have read this volume with fingular pleafure and fa- 
| tisfaction. The language of it is correct, and the 
fiyle is remarkably clear and perfpicuous. The precepts con- 
tained in it are judicious, and the manner in which they are de- 
livered is both ftriking and agreeable. Mr. Bell lays before his 
readers the fentiments of the beft authors, on the fubjects which 

he difcuffes ; but it would be unjuft to confider his book as a 

. mere compilation. “The obfervations he quotes from authors 

are frequently interfperfed with very judicious reflections of his 

own.—But, though his praGtical remarks generally deferve com- 
mendation, his theory is fometimes liable to exception. When 
he mentions the earth contained in the blood in a confiderable 
proportion, as furnifhing the principal ingredient in the forma- 
tion of urinary calcul: ; he does not feem to be aware of the late 
experiments (if we recollect right) of the celebrated Mr. 
Scheele, by which we are taught, that hardly a twentieth part 
of thofe ftones are formed by an earth, but that the other parts 
of them are compofed of fixed air in a concrete ftate, combined 
with that fmall portion of earth. ‘Thefe experiments afford the 
moft Juminous explanation we have yet been able to give, of the 
good effects of certain medicines, in fometimes relieving the 

_eruel fymptoms of this difeafe. 

Wherever any remarkable eafe has been procured in this ex- 
cruciating complaint, it has been effected by foap, by the va- 
rious cauftic alkaline lixivia, by lime-water, and other medi- 
cines defticute of fixed air. We have known feveral indubi- 
table inftances of the moft torturing pain from the ftone in the 
bladder, removed fometimes by Adams’s Solvent, at others, by 

Blackrie’s lixivium, at others again by foap, and very large 

dofes of lime- water ; and thofe affections have not only been re- 

moved for the time, but, when they have returned, the fame 
medicines have continued to afford relief for ten years together. 

In fome cafes of this fort, it has appeared, from an examination 

after death (produced often by other caufes than the ftone), 

that the ftones have had a foft furface, and have feemed to have 
een covered witha mucus. It is probably owing to this cir- 
cumftance that the ftones have ceafed to give pain; and it is 

_ Tikewife probable that thefe cauftic alkaline lixivia may have 

_reached the bladder in fufficient force to foften the furface of 

thefe 
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thefe hard acid concretions: though we believe they have never 
been fufficiently ftrong to diffolve them entirely. 

It would lead us to exceed the limits we are allowed, if we 
were to comment upon the various and important fubjedts dif- 
cufled in the fifteen chapters of which this volume confifls. We 


fhall therefore content ourfelves with recommending it to the 


rufal of the faculty in general, believing that they will not 
be deceived, when they are affured that the younger part of the 
profeffiion cannot fail to derive advantage, as the older furgeons 
will receive pleafure, from reading it. 

The fubjects treated of in the fifieen chapters, are, the ftone, 
an incontinence of urine, obftruétions in the urethra, the fiftula 
in perinzo, the hemorrhoids, or piles, condylomatous excref- 
cences, and fimilar affeQlions of the anus, the prolapfus ani, the 
unperforated anus, the fiftula in ano, the paracentefis of the 
abdomen, the paracentefis of the thorax, bronchotomy, zfo- 
phagotomy, the amputation of cancerous mammz. 


*,* For our account of the firft vol. of Mr. Bell’s Syftem, 
fee Review for November 1783, p. 442. M 


Arr. VII. Internal Evidence; or an Inquiry how far Truth and 
the Chriftian Religion have been confulted by the Author of 
‘¢ Thoughts on a Parliamentary Reform.” By John Cartwright, 
Efq. 8vo. 4s 6d. Stockdale. 1784. 


1 eafy, elegant, and gentleman-like wit of Mr.. 
J 


enyns, will always fecure him readers and admirers ; 
though his paradoxes fhould not be confiftent with good fenfe 
or found policy. He hath the art of beftowing beauty and 
grace on abfurdity and ‘contradiction: he gives the moft trite 
and fuperficial obfervations an air of philofophic reflection ; and 
gains the laugh againft grave and fober truth, fo that we ar 
half afhamed to be feen in her company. , 

“© Ridentem dicere verum quis vetat ?” 

Ho one fhould ftop the joker’s mouth—provided he doth {peak 
the truth. But the chance is, that he doth mot. If we try the 
maxim of ridicule by the fact:—if we appeal to the examples 
of thofe who have been the moft eminent for their dexterity in 
the ufe of this expedient, and ferioufly afk what good purpofe 
they have in general made it anfwer, perhaps we fhall abate 
femething of our confidence in it; and become really fufpicious 
of what hath almoft univerfally been employed by loofe,. un- 
prineipled men, againft the credit and influence of truth, virtue 
and religion. Who have been the wits of antient and medern 
trmes f—put down their names.— Now tell us of what fervice 
they have been to the better and more fubftantial interefts of 
Society :— beginning with Ariftophanes, who, becaufe he de- 
{pifed philofophy, and hzted virtue, made Socrates a jeft,—and 
| ending 
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ending with — any modern fon of wit and humour, who 
«6 deceiveth his neighbour, and faith, am J not in fport ?” 

The prefent ¢ Enquiry’ is called Jnternal Evidence, in order 
to point out the author of ** Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform,” 
without calling him by name :—an expedient to keep terms be- 
tween the politenefs of the gentleman and the zeal of the pa- 
triot ;—an expedient, however, which is feldom fuccefsful ; 
for the centrifugal antipathies of the lattcr generally overbalance 
the centripetal courtefies of the former: and the odium politi- 
cum hath been as much diftinguifhed for its rude and boifterous 
qualities, as the odium theologicum. a aa ; 

© In conducting this undertaking, fays Major Cartwright, I 
propofe to divide my fubject under three heads of enquiry ; 
delineating in the way of parallel ; firft, the charadter of the 
author of the Chriftian Religion, and the character of the au- 
thor of Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform. Secondly, the end 
propofed to himfelf by each of thofe authors: and laftly, the 
means which each has employed to promote the-end in view. 
Wifhipg,to lead men to think more than to read; and to em- 
ployethitn (elves in profitable action, rather than in frivolous, 
much le/s than in pernicious fpeculation, | fhall be ftudious of 
all poffible brevity.” The Major hath failed in his brevity; but 
we think he hath fucceeded in his argument:—and yet we are 
afraid that the author of Thoughts on a Parliamentary Reform will 
fill have the laugh on his fide, let what.will become of the 
truth. 

As a fpecimen of the ftyle and manner of the work before us, 
we will prefent our Readers with an extract from the firft head 
of inquiry, viz. * The refpective characters of the Author of 
our religion, and of the author of the pamphlet: the former ftands 
eminently diftinguifhed as a reformer; while the latter has thought 
fit to diftinguifh himielf as the libeller of reformers and reformation : 
the former ‘‘ courted poverty,” ard in a peculiar manner addrefled 
his inftructions to the poor: the latter certainly manifefts no parti- 
cular difpofition to court poverty, in which he agrees particularly 
with Mr. Soame Jenvns, author of 4 View of the internal Evidence 
of the Truth of the Chriftian Religion; on the contrary, he feems to 
confider mere poverty as a jut caufe of exclufion trom that common 
right of humanity without which the poor are pocr indeed, J mean 
the right of fharing in the elections of thofe who are to make the 
Jaws they are to obey, and be tried by; which aré to be the protec- 
tion of themfelves, their wives, their children; and which are to tax 
and double tax the fhoes on their feet, each article of their humble 
raiment, the whole labour of their hands, and the very bread they 
earn by the fweat of their brows ; which laws are alfo to difpofe of their 
time in public duties, and of their very perfons and lives in the pub- 
lic defence ; and his difcourfes, if we may judge by the price of his 
pamphlet, are in a peculiar manner addreffed to the rich. ——'The 
former taught nothing but truth and soodnefs; he was all humi- 
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ndour, purity, and infantine fimplicity ; while his language, 
although fuperior to the moft elegant claflic, was at the fame time 
adapted to the unimproved capacities of the “ peafant and me- 
chanic :”? the latter, fo far as I can difcover, teaches neither truth nor 
goodnels 5 as an author he feems to be arrogant, difingenuous, im- 
pure, quibbling, and artfal ; while his diction, fluent and tinkling, 
pert and fparkling, fometimes elegant, fometimes vulgar, fome- 
times {pecious, but always delufive, feems, upon the whole, ex- 
tremely well fuited to the end and purpofe of this performance ; in 
which he is not very {paring of malicious infinuation, nor of vulgar, 
uncharitable and ludicrous defcriptions of his fellow-creatures, in 
order to render them objects of contempt and oppreflion.——The 
former was 2 fage, a prophet, a teacher of righteoufnefs ; he chaf- 
tened the heart, and purged it of corrupt affections; he illumined 
the mind, and raifed it to God ; he opened to man the gates of eter- 
nal blifs, but only to be approached through paths that could be 
trod with a confcience void of offence: the latter feems to have no 
higher ambition than to be thought a court wit, a literary buffoon, 
a teacher of bafenefs and profligacy; he attempts to corrupt and 
harden the heart, to confufe and darken the mind, and opens 
to his countrymen no profpeé& of national profperity, nor even a 
hope of exifting as a people, except by means to which none but a 
mind, groveling in vices of the meanefl caft, or a confcience feared 
with a hot iron, can poffibly affent.—— And laftly ; the former was 
no refpecter of perfons, nor a flatterer of human greatnefs or power; 
but afferted the equality of all men, calling equally on every one to 
judge of, and to exercife, the means neceffary to his own higheft 
welfare and eternal falvation; he thought none too poor, none too 
ignorant, none too mean to be made a judge even of heavenly 
things, or to have what fo nearly concerned him as his eternal wel- 
fare taken out of his own hands; thus vindicating the dignity and 
the right of man univerfally, and inculcating upon every future le- 
giflator this important leflon; ‘‘ On the rights of individuals, the 
nghts of communities ftand: you cannot be faithful to one, 
while unfaithful to the other: nor can either the eternal welfare 
of the fpecies, nor the temporal welfare of communities be pro- 
moted, but by a facred regard, in the firft inftance, to the ori- 
ginal, the natural rights of individuals, as the grand fundamental 
of all legiflation, and a principle fo effential to public wel- 
fare, that its violation will in all cafes be productive of evils and 
misfortunes to the community:” the latter tells a partially-eleéted 
and feptennial Parliament, that it is ‘* not worfe,’”? and the King, 
that he is ‘* a great deal better” than the Englith nation deferves ; 
and, in refpect to the equality of all men, he has the credit of hav- 
ing written a difquifition in exprefs ridicule and contempt of the 
idea; he alfo, in the pamphlet before us, affects to treat univerfa] 
reprefentation with equal contempt, exprefsly denying the compe- 
tency of a vaft majority of mankind in this country to judge of, or 
to exercife, the means neceflary to their mere civil welfare and poli- 
tical falvation; and the whole fcope and tenour of his prefent work 
1s to favour and to perpetuate the ufurpations of the rich and violent 
over the poor and injured; thus minitering to the tyranny and im- 
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piety of indrdinate power, and pouring into its liftening ear this ads 
vice : ‘* Regard not the rights, nor care for the welfare of men 
poffefs yourfelf of authority by fuch means as prefent theinfelves, 
and then urge that poffeffion itfelf as a plea for continuance: no 
matter for the confequences to individual or to the community; to 
yourfelf, they will be a gratification of your avarice, your pride, 
your ambition, and evety loft of your heart; and in fuch gratifica. 
tions I would have you to think your happinefs confifts,; and that 
the nation will have noright to complain, merely becaufe you do not 
prefer their welfare to your own.” 

An extraé from the conclufion will, we doubt not, be highty 


acceptable to many of our Readers: 

‘ What is wanting to render a modetn Houfe of Comrnons as 
completely independent of the people, and as dangerous to the con- 
ftitution, as was that of the laft century, by the mere difference be- 
tween feptennial power, and power not limited to time, fome may 
think is tolerably made up by places, penfions, and all the et cetera 
of ‘* attractive influence ;” together with the great improvements 
made fince thofe times, in the fyftem of buying and managing bo- 
roughs, itill more decayed than a century ago. No wonder then, 
that a partially-eleted, a feptennial and influenced parliament, 
coming fo near in fimilitude to the form and the murdering difpofi- 
tion of the parliament referred to, fhould have murdered an hun- 
dred thoufand of its own people, and as many of their affectionate 
kindred, in fupport of the heliifh principle, that men fall obey laws 
without foaring in the afual cleRion of thofe who make them: no won- 
der that a partially elected, a feptennial and influenced parliament; 
fhould have nearly funk the nation beyond redemption, by a debt 
that keeps it impoverithed in the midft of plenty and of peace: no 
wonder that fuch a parliament, when American funds of influence were 
loft, and domeftic ones nearly exhautted, fhould have turned to Indof- 
tan its corrupt and luftful eye: no wonder that the crown fhould have 
begd4n to feel its encroachments: nor would it be a wonder, fhould 
even the conftitution, which has braved the ftorms of a thoufand 
years, fall a facrifice to its venality, its faction, its inordinate power 
and ambition.— How narrowly, how providentially, that conftitution 
efcaped but the other day, is known to usall. But how long it fhall 
efcape, unlefs the Houle of Commons be once more brought into 
its conftitutional dependence on the people, God only knows. 
Whenever a ftrong combination of that Houfe’s fa@tions, feizing a 
favourable moment, fhall be able to go but one ftep farther than 
the laft parliament went, adieu to the Britifh conftitution! Adieu to 
Britifh liberty for ever! Who fhall prefume to fay, that, towards 
the period of a four years patronage of India, paramount to the 
Crown, parliaments would not have been lengthened to one and 
twenty years, or rather made perpetual, as a meafure to which all 
confiderations would naturally have prompted its leaders! Who 
fhall fay, where the towering, the daring ambition of thofe leaders 
would have ftopped! Who ithall fay, that, having taken their fta- 
tion, as enemies at once victorious over prerogative and freedom, 
they would hereafter have found any medium between the death of 
traisors and defpotic power, ' 
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¢ If, therefore, the Houfe of Commons which originally affembled 
in 1640, and was then a virtuous body, deferve to be reprobated, 
grt, for the unconftitutional power it foon uf urped, and afterwards 


for its dependence on a faétion, which ufed it as an inftrument for . 


deftroying botlt$King and Conftitution ; certain I am, that every 
citizen faithful to his Majefty, loyal to the conftitution, and true to 
his country, ought to dread the longer continuance of a partially- 
elefted, a feptennial and influenced Houfe of Commons, notwith- 
fanding it has found fuch an unreferved advocate in our author; 
and to join with hand and heart all thofe who contend for making 
that branch of the legiflature what the Conftitution, truth, jultice, 
and political wifdom, all require it to be; namely, ** 4 repre/entative 
of the whole People, proportionally appointed, and annually eleGed.”? 

‘ Such a Houfe of Commons, all-potent to protect the people, 
would have no power to create a fourth eftate, nor to invade any 
right of the Crown: and fhould the members of it, in their ftate of 
complete dependence on the people, and in the fhort period of their 
exiftence, be mad enough to make any fuch attempt, are we not 
warranted, by recent example, to conclude, that the deteftation of 
the Public would as far exceed that fhewn to the laft Houfe of Com- 
mons, as the whole nation exceeds the fmall part who now enjoy 
the right of fuffrage? They would be fpurned to a man, from a 
people who, however tenacious of their own liberties, defire not to 
change their conftitution ; much lefs, to raife any demagogue above 
royalty. While in the very act of attempting to encroach upon the 
executive powers of the Crown, was there any thing fo much dreaded 
by the late Houfe of Commons, as an end of their own power, al- 
though they had held it for near:four years? What did they leave 
untried to prevent their diffolution? Did they not endeavour, by a 
conduct of the greateft violence, to bring the Crown into fuch a di- 
lemma, that a diffolution of parliament and a diffolution of govern- 
ment fhould have been the fame thing? Did they not proceed 
againft the King’s Minifters, to as great extremities as votes, ad- 
drefles, and threats would carry them? and as far as they dare ad- 
vance, in oppofition to the known will of an incenfed nation ?— 
Does not the evidence of fuch facts fpeak more forcibly than any 
language ? 

‘ Here then we may clofe this Inquiry, without having been able 
to difcover, from internal evidence, any traces of rath or regard to 


the precepts of the Chriffian religion, in ‘‘-'Thoughts on a Parlia- 


mentary Reform ;” the author of which we are, neverthelefs, will- 
ing to leave in the unenvied poffeffion of all that reputation, which 
is to be derived from what appears to us to be a work of much 
wickednefs and little wit ; and without either ill-will to his perfon, 
or fear of his pen, we difmifs him with this charitable valediétion ; 
** Go, and fin no more.” 

The Poftfcript confifts of fome juft and fpirited animadver- 
fions on Lord North’s celebrated fpeech in oppofition to a par- 
liamentary reform. 

The worthy Major fights the battle with zeal and ardour, 
Truth is his fhield and buckler ; and thovgh he generally makes 
Rav, Noy, 1784, Aa uf; 
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ufe of his heavy artillery to batter down the caftle where “ fair 
Liberty, his goddefs heavenly bright,” is kept in thrall 5 yet he 
fometimes annoys the enemy with lighter engines ; and now a 
rocket burfts—and now a bomb! B.a ik 





Art. VIII. 4 Difcourfe on the Inftitution of a Society for enquiring 
into the Hiftory, Civil and Natural, the Antiquities, Arts, Sciences, 
and Literature of Afia, delivered at Calcutta, January 1sth, 1784: 
A Charge to the Grand Jury at Calcutta, December 4th, 1783; 


And a Hymn to Camdeo, tranflated from the Hinda into Perfian, © 


and from the Perfian into Englifh, By Sir William Jones. to, 
1s. 6d. Payne. 1784. 


VERY produdtion of Sir William Jones is fo deferving of 
public attention, that we flatter ourfelves with the hopes 
of conferring an obligation on our Readers, by taking fo early 
an opportunity of recommending the contents of this pamphlet 
to their notice. The fame elegant tafte, and the fame ar- 
dent fpirit, which we have fo frequently admired in the writ- 
ings of this extraordinary genius, glow with equal luftre in 
the Difcourfe, the Charge, and the Hymn, which are now be- 
fore us, 

The firft of thefe pieces opens with a defcription of the 
Author’s feelings, during his Jate voyage, when ‘ India lay be- 
fore’ him, and * Perfia was on his left, while a breeze from 
Arabia blew nearly on’ the ftern of the veffel. He then felt a 
wifh ‘arife, which was not entirely hopelefs, that a Society might 
Be founded for exploring the important and extenfive fields of 
Afia, * the nurfe of fciences, the inventrefs of delightful and 
ufeful arts, the {cene of glorious actions, fertile in the produc- 
tions of human genius, abounding in natural wonders, and in- 
finitely diverfified, in the forms of religion and government, in 
the laws, manners, cuftoms, and languages, as weli as in the 
features and complexions of men.’ 

Soon after Sir William reached India, he found his hopes 
realized, by the inftitution of the Society, to whom this Dif- 
courfe was delivered: a Society, which, he foretells, will ad- 
vance to maturity by flow degrees ; till, like our Royal Society, 
it rifes to the {plendid zenith, at which a Halley was their Secre- 
tary, and a Newton their Prefident. 

After mentioning the extenfive fpace, which was open for 
their Jearned invefligations, Sir William thus proceeds : 

‘ If now it be afked, What are the intended objeéts of our en- 
quiries within thefe fpacious limits? we anfwer, MAN and NA- 
‘TURE—whatever is performed by the one, or produced by the 
other. Human knowledge has been elegantly analyfed according to 
the three great faculties of the mind, Memory, Reafon, and Imagina- 
tion ; which we conftantly find em ployed in arranging and retaining, 

4 comparing 








eomparing and diftinguifhing, combining and diverfifying the ideas, 
which we receive through our fenfes, or acquire by reflection: hence 
the three main branches of learning are, Hiffory, Science, and Art. 
The frft comprehends either an account of natural productions, or 
the genuine records of empires and ftates: the fecond embraces the 
whole circle of pure and mixed mathematics, together with ethics 
and law, as far as they depend on the reafoning faculty: and the 
third includes all the beauties of imagery, and the charms of inven 
tion, difplayed in modulated language, or reprefented by colour, 
fgure, or found. ; 
‘ Aoreeably to this analyfis, you will inveftigate whatever 1s rare 
in the ftupendous fabric of nature—will correct the geography of 
fa by new obfervations and difcoveries—will trace the annals:and 
even traditions of thofe nations, who from time to time have 
peopled or defolated it—and will bring to light their various forms 
of government, with their inftitutions civil and religious; you will 
examine their improvements and methods in arithmetic and geome- 
ty—in trigonometry, menfuration, mechanics, optics, aftronomy, 
and general phyfics; their fyftems of morality, grammar, rhetoric 
and dialectic; their fkill in chirurgery and medicine; and their ad- 
vancement, whatever it may be, in anatomy and chymiftry. To 
this you will add, refearches into their agriculture, manufactures, 
trades; and, whilft you enquire with pleafure into their mufic, 
architeture, painting, and poetry, will not neglect thofe inferior 
arts, by which the comforts and even elegancies of focial life are 
lupplied or improved.— You may obferve that I have omitted their 
language, the diverfity and difficulty of which are a fad obitacle to 
the progrefs of ufeful knowledge. But I have ever confidered lan- 
guages as the mere inftruments of real learning, and think them im- 
properly confounded with learning itfelf: the attainment of them is, 
however, indifpenfably neceflary ; and if to the Perfian, Armenian, 
Turkifb, and Arabic, could be added not only the Sam/crit, the trea- 
fures of which we may now.hope to fee unlocked—but even the CAi- 
ufe, Tartarian, Fapanefe, and the various infular dialects, an im- 
menfe mine would then be open, in which we might labour with 


. equal delight and advantage.’ 


He then offers a few hints for the conduét of the Society, and 
advifes, that they fhould have no rules at prefent; that they 
fhould hold weekly meetings, without formality or expence, for 
the purpofe of reading original papers; and that, at the end of 
the year, they fhould prefent AN AstaTic MiscELLany to the 
world, if a fufficiency of valuable materials fhould be contri« 
buted; and concludes with promifing to lay before the Society, 
whatever his leifure or inclination will allow him to produce. 

In the charge to the Grand Jury at Calcutta, Sir William, 
after declaring himfelf void of political zeal for any fet of Mi- 
nifters in England, mentions the advantages which may be ex- 
pected from the Peace, and thus defcribes the nature of the 
Court of Judicature over which he prefides : 

* The inftitution, Gentlemen, of this court appears to have been 
mifapprehended : it was not, I firmly believe, intended as a cenfure 
Aa2 en 
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on any individuals who exift, or have exifted. Legiflative provi. 
fions have not the individual for their obje¢t, but the fpecies ; and 
are not made for the convenience of the day, but for the regulation 
of ages. Whatever were the reafons for its firft eftablifhment, of 
which I may not be fo perfectly apprized, I will venture to affure 
you that it has been continued for one obvious reafon: That an ex. 
tenfive dominion, without a complete and independent judicature, 
would be a phenomenon, of which the hiftory of the world affords 
no example. Juftice muft be adminiftered with effect, or fociety 
cannot long fubfift. It is a truth coéval with human nature, and not 
peculiar to any age or country, That power, in the hands of men, 
will fometimes be abafed; and ought always, if poffible, to be re. 
ftrained : but the reftri€tions of general laws imply no particular 
blame. How many precautions have from time to time been ufed 
to render judges and jurors impartial, and to place them above de. 
pendence! Yet none of us conceive ourfelves difgraced by fuch pre. 
cautions. The object then of the court thus continued with ample 
powers, though wifely circum{fcribed in its jurifdiction, is plainly 
this: That, in every age, the Briri/fh fubjeéts refident in India be 


protected, yet governed, by Briti/> laws; and that the natives of | 


thefe important provinces be indulged in their own prejudices, civil 
and religious, and fuffered to enjoy their own cuftoms unmolefted; 
and why thofe great ends may not now be attained, confiflently 
with the regular collection of the revenues, and the fupremacy of 
the executive government, I confefs myfelf unable to difcover. 

‘ Another thing has been, if not greatly mifconceived, at leaf 


imperfectly underitood ; and no wonder, fince it requires fome pro- . 


feflional habits to comprehend it fully: I mean the true character 
and office of judges appointed to adminifter thofe laws. ‘The ufe of 
Jaw, as a fcience, is to prevent mere difcretionary power, under the 
colour of equity; and it is the duty of a judge to pronounce his de- 
cifions, not fimply according to his own opinion of juftice and right, 
but according to prefcribed rules. It muft be hoped, that his own 
reafon generally approves thofe rules; but-it is the judgment of the 
law, not his own, which he delivers. Were judges to decide by 


their bare opinions of right and wrong—opinions always unknown, , 


often capricious, fometimes improperly biaffled—to what an abitrary 
tribunal would men be fubjec&t! in how dreadful a ftate of flavery 
would they live !—Let us be fatisfied, Gentlemen, with law, which 
all who pleafe may underftand ; and not call for equity in its popu- 
lar fenfe, which differs in different men, and muft at beft be dark 
and uncertain. 

‘ The end of criminal law, a moft important branch of the great 
juridical fyftem, is to prevent crimes by punifhment ; fo that the 
pain of it, as a fine writer expreffes himfelf, may be inflited on3 
few, but the dread of it extended to all. In the adminiftration of 
penal juftice, a fevere burden is removed from our minds by the 
affiftance of juries: and it is my ardent with, that the court had the 
fame relief in civil, efpecially commercial, caufes; for the decifion 
of which there cannot be a nobler tribunal, than a jury of expe- 
rienced men, aflifted by the learning of a judge. ‘Thefe are. my 
fentiments ; and I exprefs them, not becaufe they may be pope 
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but becaufe I fincerely entertain them: for I afpire to no popularity, 

and feek no praife, but that which may be given to a ftrict and con- 

fientious difcharge of duty, without predilection or prejudice of 

any kind; and with a fixed refolution to pronounce on all occafions 

what I cenceive to be the law, than which no individual muft fup- 
fe himfelf wifer.’ 

The Charge then concludes, with fome remarks on the of- 
fences for which the criminals, who had been tried, were ar- 
raigned. 

The Hymn to Cadmeo, tranflated from the Hindi into Per- 
fan, and from the Perfian into Englifh, concludes the whole. 
It was read at the Oriental Society, and received, we may 





de. venture to affirm, with applaufe. It is, indeed, a charming 
pre- performance, and will equally delight the admirers of genuine 
iple and elegant poetry, and the lovers of Eaftern allegory. 

nly Cadmeo, the Hindi God, to’ whom the poem is addrefled, 


he anfwers exactly to the Eros of the Greeks, and the Curipo 6 
ivy the Latins, The Hymn thus opens: 


gun his career as a judge, we do not doubt, but that his re- 
putation, in his allotted {phere of jurifprudence, will equal 
that, which he has fo long poffeffed, as a fcholar and a poct. 


B.y-y, 
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ed; ‘ What potent God, from Agra’s orient bow’rs, 
tly Floats thro’ the lucid air, whilft living flow’rs 
of With funny twine the vocal arbours wreathe, __ 
And gales enamour’d heavenly fragrance breashe? 
aft Hail, Pow’r unknown ! for at thy beck 
ro- of. Vales and groves their bofoms deck, 
ter And ev’ry laughing bloffom dreffes 
of With gems of dew his mufky treffes. 
he I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine, 
e- And hallow thee and kifs thy fhrine. 
“ ** Know’ft thou not me?” Celeftial founds f hear ! 
he ‘ Know’ft thou not me?” Ah, fpare a mortal ear! 
Ny «© Behold”—My fwimming eyes entranc’d I raife, 
», But oh! they fhrink before th’ exceffive blaze. 
y Yes, fon of Maya, yes, I know 
ry Thy bloomy fhafts and cany bow, 
ih Cheeks with youthful glory beaming, 
4 Locks in braids ethereal ftreaming, 
k Thy fcaly ftandard, thy mytterious arms, 
And all thy pains and all thy charms.’ 
t But we muft not, by further citation, deprive our Readers of 
e the pleafure, which they cannot but receive from the perufal 
: of thefe three little pieces, from which we venture to affirm, 
. that Sir William Jones will add a new fprig of laurel to 
his wreath; and, by the fplendid manner in which he has be- 
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Ant. IX. The Principles of the Doétrine of Life- Annuities ; explained 
in a familiar Manner, fo as to be intelligible to Perfons not ac. 
quainted with the Doétrine of Chances; and accompanied with a 
Variety of New Tables of the Values of fuch Annuities, at feveral 
different Rates of Intereft, both for Single Lives and for Two joint 
Lives, accurately computed from Obfervations. By Francis Ma- 
feres, Efg; F.R.S. Curfitor Baron of his Majefty’s Court of Ex. 
chequer. 4to. 2Vols. 11. 11s. 6d. boards. White. 


‘E have here a very extenfive, rational, and perfpicuous 

work, on the fubjeét of Life Annuities, comprehend. 

ing not only what concerns private perfons, but alfo an account 

of the moft important public or national concerns, to which, in 

the prefent ftate of affairs, the doctrine may poflibly be appli- 

cable. The Author feems to be actuated by the pureft motives 

of true patriotif{m ; and though, in one or two inftances, we may 

differ in opinion from him, we, on the whole, highly applaud 

his undertaking, and fincerely wifh it may obtain its deferved 
fuccefs., 

The hints which the Author has given may bc highly ufeful to 
the ftatefmen of this nation, if the happy period be at length ar- 
rived, when, inftead of perfifting in a fyftem big with ruin, and 
of accumulating debts and taxes without meafure and without 
end, as if they meant to tire out the patience of the people, and 
drive them to acts of defperation, they fhall ferioufly think of 
adopting fome certain, efficacious, and permanent plan, to pay 
off fuch a part of the prefent enormous debt, as may be judged 
expedient.. If fuch a fcheme were once adopted, and al! pof- 
fible fecurity given, that it would be faithfully purfued till the 
defired end fhould be attained ; and fo as to put it out of the 
power of any corrupt miniftry hereafter to pervert and abufe it, 
as they have done by the finking fund, we fhould {con fee the happy 
effects of fuch a wife and prudent meafure; and returning con- 
fidence and credit at home, would become fuch a bulwark of 
profperity as could not eafily be fhaken. It is a moft melancholy 
reflection, to think how much the nation groans under grievous 
taxes, and that, during the very time that the debt has been con- 
tracting, we have, or might have, been poflefled of the means of 
fo lightening them, that the neceflary ones would now {fcarcely 
have been felt. What then does the memory of the firft per- 
verters of the finking fund deferve from their injured country- 
men! And what will not be due to sim, who fhall firft ftep for- 
ward to refcue pofterity from the evils with which they are 
threatened ! 

The Author tells us, that his work is fo much longer than 
he at firft intended, that he has thought it neceflary, in his Pre- 
face, tO five an*account of it, fo as to enable his Readers to 
fain diftinguilh 
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gifinguifh between the different parts, and to felect thofe which 
fhall be thought moft deferving of their perufal. 

The principles of the whole doétrine are contained in the firft 
go pages ; and are the fame with thofe before made ufe of by the 
moft approved writers on the fubject, Haley, De Moivre, Simp- 
in, Price, &c. but given much in detail, for the benefit of or- 

dinary readers, “The grounds on which it is built, are firft, the 
decreafe of the prefent value of a fum of money to be paid in 
future, arifing from the mere diftance of the time at which it is 
to be paid; and, fecondly, the chance which the grantor of the 
annuity has of efcaping payment, by the death of the perfon 
before it becomes due; in order to determine which chance, it 
is neceflary to have recourfe to tables of the feveral probabilities 
of the duration of human life, at every different year of age, 
which have been formed from obfervations of the numbers of 
perfons who died, every year, in the courfe of a long feries of 
years, at different ages, in divers citics and parifhes, and among 
other numerous bodies of men. 

‘ The doétrine of life-annuities,’ fays our Author, ‘is by no means 
of fo abftrufe and difficult a nature as many people are apt to ima- 
gine. A moderate fhare of common fenfe, or capacity to reafon 
juftly, and a knowledge of common arithmetic, are all the qualities 
that are neceflary to a right underftanding of the principles on which 
it is founded ; even fo far as to be able to compute the value of any 
propofed annuity for any given life, or number of lives, if a perfou 
is difpofed to undergo the labour of performing all the neceflary 
arithmetical operations that arife in fuch a computation. To explain 
thefe principles in an eafy and familiar manner, fo as to make them 
intelligible to as many readers as poflible, without having recourfe 
to Algebra, or the books written on the doctrine of chances, is the 
defign of the following pages: which, as the fubjeé of life-annuities 
isa matter of very general concern, will, I flatter myfelf, be con- 
fidered by the Public as an ufeful and commendable undertaking. 

‘ As to the degree of probability that a perfon of a given age will, 
or will not, live to any other given age, or till the {um of money 
granted to him becomes due, it is obvioufly in many cafes a matter 
of very great uncertainty, and will be often very different in diffe- 
rent perfons of the fame age. The chance which a man of 30 years 
of age, who is in good health, and leads a temperate and quiet life in 
the country, has to live zo years, or till he is fifty years of age, is 
evidently much greater than that of another man of the fame age of 
30 years, and of the fame degree of health and vigour of body, who 
is going into a hot and unhealthy climate, to which he has never 
been accuftomed, as, for example, to Senegal in Africa: and it is 
likewife greater than that of another man of 30 years of age, and of 
the fame degree of health and vigour, but who lives in a capital city, 
and in fcenes of pleafure and debauchery ; and ftill more evidently it 
is greater than that of another man of 30, who is of a weakly 
and unhealthy conftitution of body, or who by his daily occupation 
#s expofed to many dangers of his life, from which the generality of 
Aa4 mankind 
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mankind are exempt, as is the cafe with foldiers and failors in time 
of war. But thefe are circumftances out of the reach of calculation, 
and muft be left to be confidered by the perfons who grant and pur. 
chafe life-annuites according to their own judgment and difcretion, 
in the particular cafe in which they occur. All that can be done by 
any general rules upon this fubject, is to eftimate the degree of pro- 
bability, with which it may reafonably be expected that a perfon of 
any given age wiil live to any other given age, upon a fuppofition 
that he has neither a better nor a worfe chance of doing fo than the 
majority of other perfons of the fame age. And this medium, or 
average chance of living is determined by tables that exhibit the 
numbers of perfons which, out of a certain pretty large number of 
children of one, or two, or three years of age (which is ufually not 
lefs than 1000), all living at the fame time, are found (by methods 
of reafoning that are grounded on long /erie/es of obfervations) to be 
living at the end of every fubfequent year of human life to its extreme 
period, which fome of the tables carry to 86, and others to more 
than go years. The inftances of the prolongation of human life to 
more than an 100 years are fo unfrequent, that they are not thought 
to be worth attending to in forming any general rules upon this fub- 
ject. 
‘ The moft exaé& tables of this kind that have hitherto been pub- 
lithed feem to be thofe of Mr. Kerfleboom, and Monfieur de Par. 
cieux ; which are inferted in the Appendix to M. De Moivre’s trea- 
tife on the valuation of annuities. ‘The former were publifhed in 
an effay of the aforefaid Mr. Kerfleboom on the number of people 
in the provinces of Holland and Weft Friefland, written in the 
Dutch language, about the year 1738 (of which an account is given 
in the oth volume of the Abridgment of the Philofophical Tranf- 
actions, page 326), and is faid to have been formed from certain 
tables of affignable annuities for lives in Holland, which had been 
kept there for 125 years, and in which the ages of the feveral per- 
fons dying in that period had been truly entered. And ’M. de Par- 
cieux’s table was made, by a like ufe of the lifts of the French Ton- 
tines, Or long annuities; and the numbers of it were verified by the 
necrologies, Or mortuary regifters, of feveral religious houfes of both 
fexes. Thefe feem to be the moft folid and authentic grounds upon 
which it is poffible to form any tables of this kind: whereas there 
are fome circumftances of doubt and uncertainty in the methods of 
forming all the other tables of the probable duration of human life, 
which -prevent them from being entirely fatisfaGtory. And there- 
fore I conceive thefe two tables to be more exaét and fit to be adopted 
in computing the values of life-annuities, than any other tables I 
have feen ; and particularly in computing the values of any annui- 
ties for lives which the government of this kingdom may at any 
time think fic to grant, if that method of raifing money fhould here- 
after be adopted (as is the cafe at this time in Ireland), or it fhould 
be thought expedient to difcharge a part of the national debt in that 
way, by ay ter oo Se part of the perpetual three per cent. annuities, 
payable at the Bank, into annuities for the lives of their refpective 


proprietors, or for a term certain of zo or 30 years and further for 
their lives,’ 


He. 



















































Maferes on Life-Annuities. 361 


He then gives thefe two tables, with their explication, and a 
comparifon of their different refults ; both of them reprefent the 
probability of the duration of human life as greater than it ap- 

ars to be by any other tables, as thofe promifcuoufly formed 
from the bills of mortality of Breflaw, London, &c., until to- 
wards the age of 70 years, yet they do not entirely agree with 
each other; but the French table reprefents that probability as 
ftill greater than the Dutch one, till towards this advanced age 
of 70 years, and from that time fomewhat lefs. But our Au- 
thor prefers the French-with refpect to tables of life-annuities 
to be calculated for the ufe of Englifhmen; becaufe the foil 
and temperature of the air in England, bear a greater refem- 
blance to thofe in the northern parts of France, than to thofe of 
Holland, which is fo full of moift vapours artfing from the 
waters among which it is fituated, that the Dutch are in gene- 
ral reckoned to be fhorter-lived than either the French or the 
Englifh 

Our Author having, in the firft go pages, delivered the fun- 
damentals of his doétrine, proceeds to give fhort and general ex- 
preffions or theorems for the values of annuities, by recapitulat- 
ing the fubftance of his former conclufions; and this with its 
application to general and particular examples, with their proofs 
or corrobu rations by other different methods, the neceflary tables 
and their ufes take up the following 188 pages. At p. 278 he 
comes to the fubject of remote life apnuites, that are to com- 
mence at the diftance of 30 years, or whereof the firft payments 
are to be made at the end of 3t years; which teem to him more 
interefting than any others, and that it would be a very ufeful 
and convenient meafure, both for the Public, and the indivi- 
duals whom it would concetn, if Parliament were to efta- 
blifh fuch annuities as the people fhould be at liberty to 
purchafe at their full and proper values, according to the feveral 
ages of the purchafers. For, as the Parliament has, within 
thefe few years paft, thought fit to eftablifh annuities for a 
term of 30 years certain, it feems reafonable to fuppofe, that it 
would be a great fatisfation to the younger part of the pro- 
prietors of thofe annuities to be able, for a moderate fum of 
money (fuch as about two years annuity), to purchafe an addi- 
tional intereft in them for their own lives, and thereby to rid 

themfelves of the uneafy apprehenfion of outliving the income 
that fupports them, 

To remove the only difficulty that attends this, our Author 
has procured four tables of the values of fuch remote life- 
annuities to be computed according to M. de Parcieux’s table of 
probabilities at the feveral rates of 5, 43, 4, and 3z per cent. 
and given them with the method of computation. 

At 
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At page 288 he begins his obfervations on that moft inte. 
refting fubject the payment of the national debt ; he gives two 
different methods of employing one million per annum for this 
purpofe ; and fhews, that, in a term of 60 years, more than the 
whole of the prefent debt may be extinguifhed by either of 
them ; and obferves, that this very great operation of only one 
million a year, when ftri€tly applied without any interruption, 
ought, one would think, to induce the Parliament to appropriate 
that fum out of the Sinking Fund to this important purpofe in 
the ftricteft manner that can be devifed, for the {pace of fifty or 
fixty years, and to forbear to interrupt its operation during that 
period upon any account, or occafion, however urgent: and it 
feems the more reafonable to expect that fuch a meafure will 
foon be adopted, becaufe the finking fund has of late years pro- 
duced no lefs a fum than three millions of pounds fterling per 
annum : and our Minifters of State, as well as the owners of 
property in the public funds, ought to recollect that the whole 
of the faid fund, as its name imports, was once appropriated by 
Parliament to this very purpofe, of /inking, or diminifhing the 
national debt, in the manner now recommended for one-third 
of it. ‘To thefe he has added five other methods of difcharging 
the national debt, and given complete examples, illuftrations, 
and obfervations on every one of them; but for thefe we muft 
refer to the book itfelf, not doubting but they will give full 
fatisfa€tion to every unprejudiced mind. 

He concludes the firft volume, which contains 389 pages, with 
fome account of a pamphlet, intitled, An Effay on the Public 
Debis of the Kingdom, publifhed about the year 1726, by Sir 
Nathaniel Gould,—as it is fuppofed: and which, he fays, in 
Dr. Price’s opinion (and we may add, furely, in the opinion of 
all friends to this country), deferves to be put into every hand in 
the kingdom. He begins his fecond volume with a republica- 
tion of this pamphlet, entire ; and he has alfo printed off a num- 
ber of them to be difpofed of feparately. 

At p. 449, he treats on the expediency of an equal affeffment 
of the land-tax ; for which meafure he is fo very warm an 
advocate, that he does not feem wiiling even to hear what 
may be faid on the other fide of the queftion. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding the outcry that is made, chiefly by thofe that have no 
land, againft the prefent mode of aflefiment, furely the trueft 
friends, fupporters, and improvers of the kingdom, if they 
have not a claim to particular indulgence, have a right to be 
heard : and thefe are certainly the people that would be moft 
agerieved by fuch a meafure. For befide the plea commonly 
urged, that it would be taxing the people that have bought eftates 
within the laft forty or fifty years in a very partial and unjuft 
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meafure,—and which plea appears to us to be very juft and 
weighty,—there are other important matters, that well deferve 
confideration ; ¢. g. we cannot fpeak for the whole kingdom, but 
in that part of it more immediately known to the Reviewer of this 
article, the land-tax appears to have been fairly and equally 
laid at firft, according to the then real rent of the refpective 
Jands ; and we can ftand in many places, and point out a thou- 
fand acres on the right hand, and a thoufand on the left, fuch, 
that thofe on the one hand, and on the other, were of nearly 
equal value when the land-tax was firft laid, and at this time 
thofe on the one hand are juft as they were then, dreary commons, 
worth one or two fhillings per acre, whilft thofe on the other 
hand are flourifhing fields and paftures, worth from ten to twenty 
thillings and upwards per acre. Can it be fuppofed that thefe 
laft have been made fo without great labour and expence? And 
is not their being fo, a very great national benefit? Have thofe 
people that moft promote the public good, no claim at.ail to the 
public indulgence? They might have lived in idlenefs and 
drunkennefs, and fquandered away their money, juft as their 
neighbours may have done, or have lock’d it up in the ftocks 
fecure from land-tax aéts: And would it be no hardfhip for 
thefe people that earn their bread by the fweat of their brow, to 
pay four fhillings out of twenty for every acre of their land, and 
‘thus fuffer lofs for doing good, while their idle neighbours fhould 
pay perhaps only four-pence per acre ? And the propofal of our 
Author would fo operate, that where thefe two defcriptions of 
people pay now one pound each to the land-tax, the induftrious 
would then pay at leaft 26 fhillings, while the others paid not 
more than four. Add to this, that many of thefe people pay 
two fhillings in the pound on the full value of their lands to the 
poor’s rates and quarter-dues, and the produce of their lands 
pays the greateft part of the malt, candles, foap, ftarch, &c. 
taxes: and the taxes on articles of home confumption are, ‘as 
Sir Nathaniel Gould obferves in his. excellent Eflay abovemen- 
tioned, the moft juft and equitable ones that.can be laid. 

At p. 454, our Author fuppofes that the offer of the privi- 
lege of voting for members of Parliament, might induce fome of 
the proprietors of the public funds to confent that the intereft 
of their fhares of the national debt fhould for the future be made 
liable to the land-tax: more efpecially, if they fhall apprehend 
themfelves to be under the neceflity of giving up part of their 
annual income, in order to preferve the remainder; which the 
Earl of Stair pofitively declares it will be abfolutely neceflary 
that they fhould do, But we cannot think that this would be 
any great inducement. A large proportion, as is well known 
to all election managers, of thofe that have now a right to vote, 
an cities and great towns efpecially, value that privilege only 
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as it affords them the opportunity of getting a few guineas and 
holidays perhaps once in feven years: and thus argue with the 
candidates that talk of the laws againft bribery and corrup- 
tion : ** You are defirous of a feat in parliament in order to be- 
nefit yourfelf and friends, by the intereft that it gives you with 
the government; if you are benefited by it, why fhould not we 
that chufe you? A little money in pocket is all that we have to 
hope for, and accordingly we fhall vote for the candidate from 
whom we are fure of obtaining it.” And as to the voters for 
Knights of the Shire, a large proportion of them rent land of 
the nobility and great men, and vote from no other motive than 
influence and intereft. Therefore it could hardly be any objeé& 
to the ftock-holders to be clafled among fuch people. We hope 
that the nation, notwithftanding its difficulties, is not yet in fo 
deplorable a fituation as to be conftrained to violate its faith. 
While it can preferve its trade and credit, its refources will ftill 
be great, if brought into a ftate of difficulty and danger by the 
envy or ambition of foreign foes, fhould it be guided by ftatef- 
men in whom the people can confide. The difficulties 
it at prefent labours under from the weight of taxes, might have 
been in a great meafure prevented but for the folly of alienating 
the finking fund, which was kept inviolate during the reign of 
that confummately politic Prince George the firft, being efta- 
blifhed under the patronage and aufpices of his favourite minifter 
the illuftrious Earl Stanhope, in whom were joined the rare quae 
lities of courage and conduét in the field, {kill in the cabinet, 
the Prince’s favourite, the people’s friend, and the patron of 
civil and religious liberty: and that the prefent minifter, the 
friend and relation of his grandfon Lord Mahon, will be aétu- 
ated by the fame principles, and purfue the fame plans, particu- 
Jarly that moft neceflary one of eftablifhing an inviolable fund 
for leflening the national debt, is the hope and wifh of the 
thinking part of the kingdom, Doubtlefs it would be an heavy 
burthen both on the land and on trade, to raife fo great a fum 
as would be neceflary, yet, we are not without hope that it 
would be fubmitted to with cheerfulnefs, if the nation could be 
affured that it would be religioufly appropriated to the defired 
purpofe. 

‘The remainder of the work before us, which is taken up with 
tables and directions for finding the values of annuities at differ- 
ent rates of intereft for two and three joint lives, and for the 
furvivor or furvivors of them, is, like the foregoing part, very 
full and explicit; and has coft the Author no fmall pains. 
To this is added (at p. 605.) an Appendix, containing an ex- 
act copy of the bill, to encourage the peor to induftry and fru- 
gality, by accommodating them with a fafe and convenient me- 
thod of laying out what little money they could fave out of 
the 
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the earnings of their labour; which was brought into the Houfe 
of Commons by the late Mr. Dowdefwell, in 1773, and pafled 
that houfe ; alfo a copy of the tables of the values of re iH 
mote life-annuities, for the ufe of parifhes in London and the : 
country, which the late Sir George Savile procured to be com- | 
puted, under the infpection of Dr. Price, for the purpofes of , 
the faid bill, and which were confidered as a part of it. Wa is...e. | 


Ant. X. An Effay onthe Nature and Principles of Public Credit. 8vo. 
4s. 6d. boards. White. 

HIS Effay contains 234 pages, and the Preface is figned | 

S. Gale, Charles-Town, South-Carolina, OGober 1782. It | 
appears to be an ingenious well-meaning performance, but not 
delivered in a clear and perfpicuous manner; the fenfe is fre- 
quently difficult to be made out, and the truth of fome of the 
pofitions laid down in it is doubtful ; we will neverthelefs endea- 
vour to Jay before our readers a fhort fetch of the work, as | 


Effay on the Nature and Principles of Pubhic Credit. 


















































clearly as we can. 

Mr. Gale gives what he calls feven propofitions, as contain- 
ing the fubftance of what he has to advance, and of which the | 
firft and laft appear to be the moft important. \\ 

The defign of his firft propofition, or the third fe@tion of the 
book, is to prove, that incurring a public debt in fupporting : 
the expences of a war, is not only the moft convenient method 
of raifing the money, but (if properly conducted) muft alfo be if 
productive of an actual faving. To make out this he proceeds : 








on the fuppofition, that the intereft of money is allowed tg ebb i 
and flow naturally without any reftraint whatfoever, and that : i 
the money is borrowed at the market price of the time in which it 
it is wanted ; and the intereft being higher in time of war when . 


it is wanted, than he fuppofes it poflible to be in time of peace, 1 
he propofes, by way of example, to borrow in war at 5 per 
cent. in fuch a manner, that when in peace the rate fhall fall to | 
3!, other purchafers fhal]l be found, who will give the fame fum 
for an annuity of 3]. 1os. that was given in war for one of 5). : 
and fo to pay off the one with the money received for the pure 
chafe of the other, and that by this means a finking fund of 13 
per cent. fhall be produced for paying off the capital or fum 
borrowed. But we are afraid the conclufions mutt be very fal- 
lacious, that are drawn from fuch imaginary circumftances | 
as thefe, and very inapplicable to the rea! ftate of affairs. 
There does not feem at prefent to be any probability of 3' per 
cent. annuities being at par, or worth 1001. for a great 
length of time to come, and even if they fhould be fo, we do 
not fee that there are any 5 per cent. annuities that can be paid 
off in the manner he propofes. We wifh we may be miftaken, 
and fhould be glad to be informed of our error ; for we fuppofe 
that 
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that when in the year 1781, to ufe one of our author’s examples} 
the Government gave a redeemable annuity of 3]. per ann. for 
581. this annuity is on'y redeemable on the fame conditions as 
the old 3 per cent. confols, and not by paying the lenders 58}, 
again, or any fum lefs than 100]. unlefs money could be raifed 
by the public to buy them, with their proprietors own confent, 
af thg fnarket price of the day. And if not, what can be con- 
cluded from affumptions contradicted by faéts, and that cannot 
be reduced to practice ? yet our author’s work is wholly founded 
on the prefumption of the poffibility of eftablifhing a finking 
fund in this manner, by the 3! rifing to par in time of peace: 
whereas, in our prefent circumitances, it is much to be queftioned 
whether an annuity of 43 could poffibly rife to that height. His 
obfervations, however, on the circulation of money, trade, taxes, 
bills and paper credit are very ingenious and ufeful, though not 
perhaps true in the degree that he fuppofes. 

His 7th propofition is, that ‘the grand principle on which 
the good or evil attendant on a public debt will depend, confifts 
practically in keeping and applying fuch a proportion between the 
revenue arid the loans, ac fhall preferve a juft equilibrium be- 
tween the demand for money, and the force of the circulation 
by which that demand is fupplied.’—* The revenue that will be 
required is alfo within the ability of any nation that can fup- 
port a war for any long continuance: infomuch, that if this 
equilibrium be not preferved the confequent depreciation [fall] 
in the prices of the ftocks (which governs the terms on which 
future loans fhall be obtainable) will be fuch, that fhould the 
war‘be of any long continuance (as 7 or 8 years), a greater re- 
venue will be required for the payment of the bare intereft of 
the loans, than would be required both for the prefervation of 
the equilibrium, and for the payment of the intereft of the felf- 
fame loans.” To prevent this, he advifes, that the premiums 
required for new loans, fhal! be given in an additional intereft 
or annuity, of the fame continuance as the times neceflarily 
Jimited for the advancement of the loans. ex. gr. By giving an 
intereft of 81. 2s. 3d. per cent. for one year, and. afterwards 
3 per cent. per annum, when the premium is reckoned at 5 per 
cent. How far this is practicable we cannot pretend to fay, 
and it would lead us to a very great length to pretend to difcufs 
all that may be faid for or againft fuch meafures as thefe; in 
fupport however cf our affertion, that the Author carries his no- 
tions farther than fects will fupport him, we fhall make a few 
obfervations on a part of the fecond fection of his Appendix, 
p. 205, where he blames Dr. Price for faying ** that there is no 
one that would not be glad to lend to government, on any higher 
intereft than that which he can make in the funds.” If we ale 
low Mr. Gole’s arguments and deductions to have any weight in 

| oppofition 
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oppofition to this reafonable aflertion, we are fure that they have 
not near fo much as he fuppofes. We will take the cafe of the 
5 per cent. annuity ftock he mentions, rejected by the money- 
ienders in 1781, becaufe they could not agree what to value it 
ate Now; fays he, according to Dr. Price’s principles, when 
the 3 per cents are at 581. (which is what they were then taken 
at) a 5 percent. ftock would be worth 961.3. But we find that 
all parties perfeétly faw that it could by no means be worth fo 
much as that, although they differed with refpect to what it 
really was worth, He adds in a note, taking the 3 per cents. 
at their then price, wiz. 59]. the comparative value of the 5 per 
cent. ftock would be 793; but taking the. 3 per cents. at 581. 
(the rate at which they were then actually taken) the compara- 
tive value of the 5 per cent. ftock would be 781.2, as nearly as 
may be. But all things confidered, he thinks no man, confift- 
ent with his own intereft, could have given more than from 76]. 
to77]. in the market for fuch 5 per cent. ftock; nay he is of 
opinion no man ought to have given fo much. His chief reafon 
for valuing the 5 per cent. ftock fo low, is, that he takes it 
for granted, that when no farther loans fhould be neceflary, the 
3 per cents. would immediately rife from §8 to 72; ; which he 
calls their point of recovery: and he feems to reafon thus (for 
he does not properly explain himfelf, and there are fome things 
in his fymbolic demonftrations that appear to us at leaft doubr- 
ful) fince a 5 per cent. ftock muft always be redeemable for 
100], Therefore, if 724 be leflened to 58, how much muft 100 be 
leflened to? The anfwer is to 80, nearly, as he makes it at p. 136, 
and his making it 782 above, feems to be owing to his there 
taking his point of recovery at more than 72%. 
But it is much to be queftioned whether the 3 per cents. for 
a long time to come can rife fo high as 72; and if we were to 
guefs at the price they will bear at the end of 7 years to come, 
(fuppofing public affairs to go on as quietly and profperoufly 
as can be expected) we fhould lay it at very little more than 60. 
As to the reafonable value of a 5 per cent. annuity, 76 or 771. 
3s certainly not near the worth of it in the prefent ftate of 
things; in Auguft 1784, the confols, as they are called, were 
a little lower than the price of ferip, as is ufval, the 3 per cent. 
{crip being fomething under 58 (the price in his example), being 
marked 573 a j, and the 4 per cent. {crip at the fame time at 
75§- Can any unprejudiced perfon fuppofe, that, if there had 
been alfo a 5 per cent. fcrip, 76 or 77]. would have been deem- 
ed any thing like the value of it? For according to Dr. Price’s 
Principle or aflertion, mentioned above, when the 3 per cents. 
are at 577, the 4 per cents. fhould be at 77, and the 5 per 
cents, at 961, but the 4 per cents. were actually at 75, which 
13 only 21. lefs than the eftimation ; and we fhould fuppofe thag 
twice 
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twice 2 is nearly what the 5 per cents. wou!d have fallen fhort, 
or that their value would have been about gal. * inftead of 76 ot 
97 as Mr. Gale fuppofes. That his reafonings, however, have 
fome weight, we do not deny ; but not in that degree that he 
would purfuade us, nor any thing near it. W..... 





Art. XI. Elegiae Sonnets, and other Efays. By Charlotte Smith, 
of Bignor Park, in Suffex. 4to. 2s. Dodfley. 1784. 


HE Poetefs apologizes, in her Preface, that her Sonnets 
are not of the legitimate kind. We cannot, however, 
agree with her, That recurrence of the rhyme which, in con- 
formity to the Italian model, fome writers fo fcrupuloufly ob- 
ferve, is by no means effential to this {pecies of compofition, 
and it is frequently as inconvenient as it is unneceflary, The 
Englifh language can boaft of few good Sonnets. They are in 
general harfh, formal, and uncouth: faults entirely owing to 
the pedantic and childith affectation of interchanging the rhymes, 
after the manner of the Italians. ‘The flighteft attention to the 
peculiarities of the refpective languages might evince the pro- 
priety of the copy, in this point, deviating from the original. 
Plaintive tendernefs and fimplicity chara&erife the Sonnets 
before us. The introdutory one is as follows : 
‘ The partial Mafe has, from my earlieft hours, 
Smil’d on the rugged path I’m doom’d to tread, 
And ftill with fportive hand has {natch’d wild flowers, 
To weave fantaftic garlands for my head : 
But far, far happier is the lot of thofe 
Who never Jearn’d her dear delufive art, 
Which, while it decks the head with many a rofe, 
Referves the thorn—to fefter in the heart, 
For fill the bids foft Pity’s melting eye 
Stream o’er the ills fhe knows not to remove, 
Points every pang, and deepens every figh 
Of mourning friendfhip, or unhappy love, 
Ah! then, how dear the Mufe’s favours coft, 
If thofe paint forrow beft who feel it moft!’ 
The following beautiful poem is as fprightly and elegant as 
the Sonnets are plaintive and tender : 


The ORIGIN of FLATTERY. 


* When Jove, in anger to the fons of earth, 
Bid artful Vutcan give Panpora birth, 
And fent the fatal gift, which fpread below 
O’er all the wretched race contagious woe, 


—— 





* Now, in November 1784, the 3 per cent. confols are at about 
$47, and the 5 per cent navy bills at 873; hence as 54% is to 58, fo 
is 87} to 93 wearly. Therefore we are not miftaken in fuppofing 
that when the 3 per cents. were at 58, a 5 per cent. ftock would be 
worth 9z or upwards, 

I | Unhappy 
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Unhappy man, by vice and folly toft, 

Found in the ftorms of life his quict lof, 

While Envy, Av’rice, and Ambition, hurl’d 
Difcord and death around the warring world ; 
Then the bleft peafant left his fields and fold, 
And barter’d love and peace for power and gold ; 
Left his calm cottage, and his native plain, 

In fearch of wealth, to tempt the faithlefs main ; 
Or, braving danger, in the battle ftood, 

And bath’d his favage hands in human blood: 
No longer then, his woodland walks among, 
The shepherd lad his genuine paflion fung, 

Or fought at early morn his foul’s deligir, 

Or grav’d her name upon the bark at night ; 

To deck her-flowing hair no more he wove 

‘The fimpfe wreath, or with ambitious love 
Bound his own brow with mytle or with bay, 

But broke his oaten pipe, and threw his crook away. 
The nymphs forfaken, other pleafures fought ; 
Then firft for gold their venal hearts were bought, 
And nature’s blufh to fickly art gave place, 

And affectation feiz’d the feat of grace: 

No more fimplicity, by fenfe refin’d, 

Or generous fentiment, poffefs’d the mind; 

No more they felt each other’s joy and woe, 

And Cupip fighing fled, and hid his ufelefs bow. 
But with deep griet propitious Venus pin’d, 

T’o fee the ills which threaten’d womankind ; 

Il!s that fhe knew her empire would difarm, 

And rob her fubjeéts of their fweeteft charm ; 
‘loo furely feeling that the blafts of care 


Would blight each blooming face, and plough deep wrinkles 


there. 

Sore figh’d the goddefs at the mournful view, 
Then try’d at length what heavenly art could do 
‘To bring back pleafure to her penfive train, 
And vindicate the glories of her reign. 
From Mars’s head his cafque, by Cupip borne, 
(That which in fofter wars the God had worn) 
She fmiling took, and on its filver round 
Her magic ceftus three times thrice fhe bound; 
Then fhaking from her hair ambrofial dew, 
Infus’d fair hope, and expectation new, 
And ftifled withes, and perfuafive fighs, 
And fond belief, and, ‘ eloquence of eyes,’ 
And fault’ring accents, which explain fo well 
What ttudied fpeeches vainly try to tell, 
And more pathetic filence, which imparts 
Infeftious tendernefs to feeling hearts, 
Soft tones of pity, fafcinating {miles ; 
And Mazsa’s fon affiled her with wiles, 

Rev. Nov. 1784. Bb 
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And brought gay dreams, fantaftic vifions brought, 
And wav’d his wand o’er the feducing draught. 
Then Zerpuyr came: To him the goddefs cried, 
Go fetch from Fiora all her flow’ry pride 
To fill my charm, each fcented bud that blows, 
And bind my myrtles with her thorntefs rofe ; 
Then fpeed thy flight to Gallia’s fmiling plain, 
Where rolls the Loire, the Garonne, and the Seine; 
‘* Dip in their waters thy celeflial wing, 
‘© And the foft dew to fill my chalice bring; 
«* But chiefly tell thy Flora, that to me 
«« She fend a bouguet of her fleurs de lys ; 
‘* That poignant f{pirit will compleat my fpell.” 
’Tis done: the lovely forcerefs fays ’tis well. 
And now ‘Aro to lends a ray of fire, 
The cauldron bubbles, and the flames afpire ; 
The watchful Graces round the circle dance, 
With arms entwin’d, to mark the work’s advance ; 
And with full quiver fportive Curip came, 
Temp’ring his favourite arrow; in the flame. 
Then Venus fpeaks, the wav’ring flames retire, 
And Zepuyr’s ftronger breath extinguifhes the fire. 
At length the goddefs in the helmet’s round 
A {weet and fubtile fpirit duly found, 
More foft than oil, than xther more refin’d, 
Of power to cure the woes of womankind, 
And call’d it Flattery:—balm of female life, 
It charms alike the widow, maid, and wife; 
Clears the fad brow of Virgins in defpair, 
Ard fmooths the cruel traces left by care; 
Bids palfy’d age with youthful fpirit glow, 
And hangs May’s garlands on December’s fnow. 
Delicious eflence! howfoe’er apply’d, 


- By what rude nature is thy charm deny’d? 


Some form feducing ftill thy whifper wears, 
Stern Wi{dom turns to thee her willing ears, 
And Prudery liitens, and forgets her fears. 
The ruftic nymph, whom rigid aunts reftrain, 
Condemn’d to drefs, and praétife airs in vain, 
At thy firft fummons finds her bofom fwell, 
And bids her crabbed gouvernantes farewel ; 
While, fir’d by thee with fpirit not her own, 
She governs fafhion, and becomes the fox. 
By thee dim-fighted dowagers behold 

The record where their conquefts are enroll’d ; 
They fee the fhades of ancient beaux arife, 
Who fwear their eyes exceeded modern eyes, 
And fcenes long paft, by memory fondly nurs’d, 


When Georce the Second reign’d, or Georce the Firft ; 


Compar’d to which, degenerate and abfurd 


Seems the gay world that moves round Georce the Third. 





an 


ty 








FokEIGN LITERATURE. 


Nor thy foft influence will the train refufe, 
Who court in diftant fhades the modeft Mufe, 
Tho’ in a form more pure and more refin’d, 
Thy dulcet fpirit meets the letter’d mind. 
Not death itfelf thy empire can deftroy ; 
Towards thee, e’en then, we turn the languid eye $ 
Still truft in thee to bid our memory bloom, 
And {catter refes round the filent tomb.’ 
Very flight correction would make this a finifhed perform- 
ance. Curtail the Alexandrines, and break the fentence com- 


mencing at the forty-firft line and ending at the fifty-fifth, into 


two or three. Cc ae ts 
FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


Art. XII. Obferwations fur le Gouvernement et les loix des Ctats unis 
d’ Amérique; 1. €. Obfervations on the Government and Laws of 
the United States of America: Tranflated from the French of 
the Apne DE Masty, with a Preface by the Tranilator. 
Amfterdam, printed for Roflartand Co. 1784. 


1 \ TE have already made favourable mention of the Con/fi- 

tutions, which are the fubject of this work; but we 
cannot entertain an opinion, equally favourable, of the Abbé 
-Masty’s obfervations, for they do not indicate all that libe- 
rality of fentiment, which we had expected from a character fo 
diftinguifhed in the literary world. His work contains fome 
obfervations which are the refult of good fenfe, and a great know- 
ledge of mankind; yet, amidft thefe there are many things,which, 
toa difcerning reader, immediately betray the author’s country, 
and religious perfuafion. Sume of his opinions may perhaps be 
referred to his great partiality for the ancients ; but it will alfo 
be doubted by many, whether he has divefted himfelf of al] 
thofe prejudices of nation and religion, with which his educa- 
tion, as the fubject of an abfolute monarchy, and a member, 
if not an ecclefiaftic, of the Gallican church, early imprefled 
hismind, They will be ready to apply to him the maxim of 
Horace, 


© Quo femel eff imbuta recens fervabit edorem 
© Tefta diu.’ 
It muft, however, be confidered, that the French writers 
labour under many difadvantages, which tend to difqualify them 
for treating fubjects of this nature. Not to mention the preju- 
dices peculiar to their government and religion, they have lit- 
tle opportunity of obferving the effects of civil and religious 
liberty, on the character and difpofition of a people. Another 
difadvantageous circumftance is, that whatever may be their 
teal liberality of opinion, it is by no means fafe for them to 
b 2 give 
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give it full fcope in their writings ; for though it may at pre 
fent fuit the French court to aflume the appearance of friendthip 
to American freedom, yet daily experience and obfervation prove, 
that their government is as inimical as ever, to the caufe of 
liberty; and that it is dangerous for a fubject of France to in. 
dulge himfelf in that honeft freedom of expreflion, which is 
fo natural to a liberal mind, on a fubject fo congenial with its 
feelings. 

The Abte is, indeed, very free in cenfuring the govern. 
ments of England and Holland, with refpeét to thofe circum. 
ftances which deems inimical to liberty ; but he obferves a 
motprofdund flience with regard to that of France. If this 
does not give us very high ideas of his candour, it at leaft af- 
fords us a proof of his caution; for our wary philofopher hath 
wifely fteered clear of a fubje&t, which was too delicate to be 
treated with freedom ;—the difintereffed interpofition of France in 
fupport of American independence ! 

This work confifs of Four Lerrers, addrefled to John 
Adams, Efq; and, to the Englifh tranflation, is added a Preface 
by the tranflator, who does not: feem to confider himielf as 
bound to adopt al! the opinions of his author. 

The former part of the firf Letter may be confidered as a 
kind of emollient, which the Abbé, like a fkilful furgeon, pre- 
pares before he begins his operations ; this is made up of cen- 
fures of the Englifh, and praife of the American government, 
in about equal quantities. After which, he freely applies his 
knife to the body-politic of the latter, and lays bare what he 
deems its defective parts. 

In his opinion, the American Conftitutions confer too much 
power on the people, whom he feems to treat with a degree of 
contempt, that will not be very highly relifhed in America, He 
aifo blames the Americans for adopting the f{pirit of the Englith 
laws, and making them the model of their awn. In the fol- 
lowing obfervation on this fubje€t, many of his readers in this 
country will doubt the truth of his premifes, as weil as the 
validity of his conclufion as it regards America, 

‘ I thall perhaps be told (fays he), that the laws of America are 
formed after the model of thofe of England, the wifdom of which 
has been celebrated by fo many writers. I ailow this ; though, for 
your own happinefs, 1 with I were not compelled to allow it, The 
fpirit of the Englifh laws is very vifible in yours; but let me in- 
treat you, Sir, to obferve the prodigious difference between your 
circumftances and thofe of England. The Englifh government was 
formed amidft feudal barbarity. William, the Conqueror, and his 
fucceflors, were thought to be folely poffefled of all the public au- 
thority ; and fo far were the people from entertaining any other 
idea, than that of being born to fervitude, that even the barons 
themfelves belicvad that they held their privileges only from the 
munificencé 
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munificence of their prince. This is a truth, which cannot be 
doubted by any who will attentively perufe the GRAND CHARTER, 
extorted by the barons from King John, which became both the 
rinciple of all the political convuliions under which the nation has 
jaboured, and the rule of its conduét hitherto, for the eftablifhment 
of that liberty which it ftill enjoys. Thus the national character 
of the Englifh was flowly formed ; each individual became gradu- 
is ally accuftomed to his circum fances and fiation - and long contract- 
ed habit has connected the ambition of the prince, with the liberty 


its of the fubject. 
‘ The United States of America were conftituted in a very differ- 
ae ent manner; their laws are net the work of feveral centuries, or of 
‘ athoufand contradi@tory circumitances fucceeding each other, The 
pa commiflioners or delegates who regulated their conititutions, adopted 
is the liberal principles of Locke, concerning the natural rights of 
af. man, and the true end of government. But was not the tranfition 
ath rather too fudden from your fituation under the dominion of Eng- 
be land, to your prefent circumitances? I fear your minds were not 
a fuficiently prepared for it: and I have often told your countrymen 
f= that I was too fincerely intereited in their welfare, not to with them 
awar of Jength fufficient to correct their prejudices, and to give 
= ‘ them all chofe difpofitions which a free people ought to poffefs.’ 
Ke This charitable with is repeated in the third Letter, where he 
as fays, * Your colonies, already corrupted by their relation to their 
mother-country, envied its wealth, as much as its liberty ; and it 
a is for this reafon, I could have wifhed, as I have before obferved to 
t- ,f, you, that a long and difficult war had fubitituted new paflions and 
~ new ideas, inftead of thofe with which you have been fupplied 
3 from Europe.’ 
‘ If this long and difficult war, which the humane Abbe thus 
. kindly wifhes them, had diffolved al] their conneéction with Eu- 


rope, it might perhaps have been ufeful in putting a ftop to that 
: luxury which feems to be gaining ground among them; but if 
f (as would moft probably have been the cafe) they were to have 
: had a French army in their country, we cannot think that the 
foppery and effeminacy of their allies would te of any great ufe 
in purifying their manners, or that the new ideas they might 
| acquire from them, would much contribute to correét their pre- 
judices, or to give them thofe qualifications which a free pecp!e 
oucht to pofie(s. 

The following paragraph will give the reader an idea of the 
Abbe’s tentiments upon the form of their government : 

‘ Suffer me, Sir, to enquire, whether your new laws are rightly 
accommodated to the underflanding, the knowledge, and the pailions 
of the people, who are never futhcicntly difcerning to diftnguith 
between liberty and licentioufnefs? Has not more been promifed 
than will, or than can be performed? If, in confequence of your 
former conneétions with England, you have, among you, the feeds 
of an ariltocracy, which wilt continually increaie in growth, was 
there not fome degree of im prudence in endeavouring to eftablifh too 
pure a democracy ? This is fetting /aws and manners in. oppofition to 
cach other. It appears to me, that inflead of tplendidly exciting 
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the ambition and hopes of the people, it would have been more 
prudent merely to have propofed freedom from the Britifh yoke, and 
an obedience to magiftrates, whofe mediocrity of fortune fhould ren- 
der them temperate in their views, and friends to the public welfare, 
while their rights fhould have been regulated in fuch a manner asto 
obviate every fear of injuftice. Your principal care would then have 
been to fet limits to the ariftocracy, and to make laws that might 
reftrain the rich from abufing their wealth, and from purchafing 
an authority which ought not to belong to them.’ 


With this partiality to an ariftocracy, he enters, in the 
fecond Letter, upon a more particular review of the conftitutions 
of Pennfylvania, Maflachufets, and Georgia; cenfuring in 
the two former, thofe regulations which relate to the influence 
of the people in the government, and preferring the fecond as 
the moft ariftocratical. His obfervations on the republic of 
Georgia, the inhabitants of which he exhorts to atteud clofely 
to agriculture, and to avoid involving themfelves in trade, 
as detrimental to fimplicity of manners, are juftly conceived, 
and elegantly written. 

In his third Letter, he takes into confideration the ftate of 
public manners, of religion, the liberty of the prefs, the regu- 
Jations relative to the adminiftration of juftice, and the military. 

In his /af? Letter, he reviews the dangers arifing ‘rom too ex- 
tenfive a commerce ; on which fubject, he adopts the ideas of 
Plato among the ancients, and of Dr. Brown and Mr. Cantillon 
among the moderns. He then predicts the divifions and difturb- 
ances that may arife from the progrefs of Juxury, the ambition 
of the rich, and the oppofition of the people ; and, as a remedy 


to all this, advifes them to render the Congre/s fupreme 


judge of all differences arifing between the difterent ranks of 
citizens, in the feveral ftates of the union, to make the deie- 
gates triennial, inftead of annual magiftrates, and to renounce 
the power of recailing them at pleafure. 


His fentiments on religious liberty and the freedem of the 
prefi, two objects of the utmoft importance in a free ftate, will 
not be very grateful to liberal proteftants, who confider the for- 
mer as founded, not on political convenience, but on the unall- 
enadle rights of confcience ; and who look upon the latter, as 
the bulwark of freedom, and the grand defence againtt tyranny, 
both civil and religious, 

‘ Why do I rad, (fays he) in the Pennfylvanian declaration of 
rights, that 20 man, who acknowledges the being of a God, can be juftly 
ceprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of bis 
reitgious fentiments, or peculiar mode of worfbip. Had you any reafon 
to fear tha, by confining your toleration to Chriftianity, it would 
net have fypplied you with a fufficient diverfity of feéts to fatisfy 
every one? Will you, under pretence of more fpeedily peopling 
your country, invite thither the ftrangeft perfuafions? It would be 
unproper for me to expatiate on a project of this kind. J will only 
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fay, that the greateft legiflators have been lefs defirous of inviting 
‘nto their republics a great number of men, than of forming good 
citizens, and uniting them by a fimilarity of fentiments.’ 

In fpeaking of the fpirit of controverfy and difputation, 
which he apprehends this unbounded toleration will revive, 
and of the evils that will arife from ambitious men, who may 
intereft infant fects in their fchemes, he has this remarkable 
paflage : 

‘ What has already happened in Europe, makes me dread what 
may happen in America. The queftions difcufled by Luther and 
Calvin, would have difturbed only the {chocls, if men of power, 
who really defpifed, had not pretended to refpect them, in order to 
ain partizans, and render themfelves fufficiently powerful to diiturb 
the ftate and advance their private fortunes.’ 

On the following paragraphs we leave our readers to make 


their own obfervations : 

‘When a republic permits the exercife of various religions, which, 
for the fake of peace, union, concord, and charity, all enjoy the 
fame advantages and prerogatives, I fhould deem it neceffary, that 
the minifters of thefe feveral religions fhould all enjoy the fame lhi- 
berty of teaching their refpeftive doftrines. But I could with that 
each church, after having explained its doctrine and difcipline in a 
catechifm, fhould be reftrained from making any alteration in it, 
under pretence of exprefling its truths with greater perfpicuity, or 
of arranging them in more regular order; no part of it fhould be 

‘ allowed to be altered. By thefe means, in each fet, difputes and 
quarrels would be prevented ; the feveral churches would no longer 
keep an inviduous eye upon each other, in order to watch whether 
their rights were violated by thefe innovations ; different religions 
would interfere léfs with each other, and a habit of mutual inter- 
courfe, without contempt, without jealoufy, and without animofity, 
would daily acquire ftrength. 

‘ The irregularities of the human mind are fo numerous, time 
may, and indeed muft, produce circumftances fo various and unfore- 
feen, that too many precautions cannot be taken againft that fana- 
ticifm, or avainft that indifference, which a multiplicity of reli- 
gions feems calculated to introduce. Why then fhould not govern- 
ment have its moral and folitical catechif{m, which children fhould 
learn at the fame time that they are inftruéted in the particular 
doctrines of their parents, and in the forms of worthip by which 
they are to honour the Deity ? To compofe a work of this kind, 
would not be unworthy the wifdom of the continental Congrefs. 
This refpe&table body of magiftrates, on whom depends the pro- 
{perity of the Thirteen United States of America, would then declare, 
that as the holy fcriptures are varioufly underftood and interpreted 
by different perfons, who have purfued truth with intentions equally 
pure, and with underftanding equally good; it would be exceeding 
the limits of their authority to attempt deciding a point, which Divine 
Providence does not determine in a pofitive and fenfible manner. 
It is conformable tu the demands both of juftice and piety, that all 
the various religions of America, while they adore the depth of 
the divine judgments, fhould mutually tolerate each other, becaufe 
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Providence tolerates them all with equal indulgence. Let us not 
judce our brethren, left we condemn ourfelves. Let the Americans, 
while they oiler the moit fervent prayers for the revelation and pro- 
pagation of truch, adhere with fidelity to the mode of worship in 
which they were educated : if this fhould be erroneous, let them be 
perfuaded th.t Divine Goodnels will forgive the errors of thofe who 
fincerely mean to obey the truth. We may caifily be deceived re- 
fpedting the relation of religion to God, ‘becaufe it is invoived in 
myftery ; but the relation of religion to fociety is moit evidently 
known. Whocan doubt that the defign of God was to unite all 
mankind by the ties of morality, and of thofe virtues, upon which 
the happinefs of each citizen and of fociety depends.’ 

This moral and political catechifm feems to be the Abbé’s 
favourite hobby-horfe ; but it suns away with him at a violent 
rate, and overturns poor liberty, whenever fhe attempts to ftop 
his career, 

‘ Further (fays he), to fiew the neceflity of fuch a work (viz, 
the catechifm), I will add, that it is dangerous to eftabiith by law 
the entire liverty of the prefs, in a new flate, which has acquired its 
freedom and indepencence, before it has learned the art or fcience 
of making a proper ufe of it. It is certain, that without the li- 
berty of the prefs, there can be no freedom of thought, and confe- 
quently, that neither manners nor knowledge can make any progrefs. 
Allow every thing to philelophers who itucy the fecrets of nature, 
whoexplore truth amidit the ruins of antiquitv, and the darknefs 
of modern times; or who write upon laws, and the particular regu- 
Jations, refolutions, and arrangements of civil adminiftration: 
their errors are of no importance ; their difcuflions, whatever they 
may be, fharpen the underftanding, accuflom it to a regular pro- 
grefs, and atlord information ufeful to morality and to politics. 

* But asthe Americans are too much habituated to the philofo- 
phical ideas, the opinions and prejudices of England, to be fud- 
denly weaned from them, how can it be expected that they will not 
continue to deduce dangerous conlequences from errors, which they 
confider as fo many principles, if they have full liberty to print 
every thing, before the continental Concrefs has eftablifhed thofe 
truths that are to conflitute the morals, the policy, and the cha- 
racter of the confederacy. As long as your feveral republics have 
not created, within themfelves, 2 council or fenate, as a palladium, 
to preferve and perpetuate the national fpirit; what inconfigency 
of doctrine, what extravagancies and irregularities muft you not ex- 
pect, if every citizen who poffeffes a talent for writing, may, with 
impunity, entertain the public with his reveries, and attack the fun- 
damental principles of fociety.’ 

The Teanfator’s obiervations on this paflage are as follows: 

© It may be fufpe&ted that the worthy Abbé is rather too much ats 
tached to his awn ideas, opinions and prejudices, when he expreilzs 
awifh to fufpend the liberty of the prefs, till Congrefs have pub- 
lithed a morai and political cotechifm, in order to prevent the per- 
nicious confequences cf the philofophical ideas, the Opinions an 
prejadiccs os England. In all refiraints of this mature, as it is 
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very dificult to draw the line, and almoft impoffible to prevent it 
from being tranfgrefied ; a free people can never be too vigilant to 
guard againit its being impofed under any pretence whatever. Re- 
jigious is fo intimately conneéted with civil liberty, and the freedom 
of the prefs with both, that they muft all ftand or fall together. 

«© But why is the Abbé fo particularly averfe to the philofophical 
ideas, opinions and prejudices of England? Is not this rather in- 
confidtent with that liberality which our ingenious author profefles, 
and with the caufe which he pretends to maintain ? Of all the coun- 
tries of Europe, England and Holland are thofe in which fentiments 
favourable to liberty are the moft general; nor, 1f we except the 
Swifs, is there any other in which they may be faid to be national. 
Amiaft all thofe refentments which civil wars unhappily excite, the 
fenfible and candid among the Americans will acknowledge, that 
the principles maintained by the whigs in England, are thofe upon 
which their conftitutions are founded: they will recollect that their 
anceftors were Englifh, who, with the reit of their countrymen, have 
often itruggled in defence of their common freedom. ‘They will re- 
member, that to their having once been Englifh, and to the prin- 
ciples which, as fuch, they imbibed, they owe their late revolution. 
However grateful they may be to the French for that affiftance to 
which they owe their independence, they cannot be blind to their 
political motives; nor will they be deceived into a belief, that the 
government of France was aduated by a difinterefted 1egard to that 
liberty, of which it is fo careful to depfive zts own fubjeG@s. They 
will reflect, that had they been the colonies of any other kingdom, 
they would probably have been too ignorant to know and to value 
their natural rights, or too fervile to aflert and defend them. In 
this cafe, inftead of being free and independent ftates, they would 
in all likelihood have bowed their necks beneath a yoke much more 
opprefiive than that of England, and would be the abject flaves of 
an abfolute monarchy.” 

Indeed the Abbé feems eagerly to embrace every opportunity 
of expreffing a prejudice againft whatever is Englifh, in a man- 
ner that does not give us an high opinion of his candour. If 
by this, he defigns to pay his court to the Americans, it is a 
very mean artifice, which the difcerning will eafily dete, and 
treat with the contempt it deferves. Of this illiberality there 
are feveral inftances, but one is fo particularly notorious, that 
it deferves to be expofed. Speaking of the Georgians, he fays, 
** Tt is evident that equality 1s dear to them, trom their refufing 
to regard as a citizen, any inhabitant who fhali not have re- 
nounced, in the moit exprefs manner, thofe particular titles 
which a paltry vanity has invented, and which, in England, 
feem to indicate a fpecies of nobility.” The particular meation 
of England, where the claims of the nobility, as well as the ve- 
neration paid to them, are lefS unreafonable than in any ~ her 
natignf ® hichly abfurd as weil as illiberal in one, whofe coun- 
trymen carry thefe prejudices to a molt ridiculous length. The 
Tranflator feems to have been ashamed of this invidious pafl: -, 
and 
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and inftead of England, has put Europe; but we do not fee 
why he fhould have fo boldly thrown this veil over the {curvy 
turpitude of his author’s nakednefs. 

We have hitherto confidered this work as containing only 
the fpeculations of a private individual; but the whole coin. 
cides fo much with the known infidious views of the French 
court, that upon this account alfo it deferves particular notice, 
‘The manners and fentiments of the Americans are fo widely 
different from thofe of the French, that they will in general 
diflike the interference of the latter in their politics. Hence it 
is probable that when the Americans no Jonger need their affift- 
ancé, they will grow tired of their yoke, and all the popular 
influence in government will be exerted againft it. Of this the 
French are aware, and on this account it is their intereft that 
the government of the United States fhould be, as much as 
poffible, ariftocratical ; becaufe a few leading men may more 
eafily be brought over to fall in with their views, when uncon- 
trouled by the ftubborn multitude, whom it will be difficult to 
cajole, and impoffible to bribe. In fhort, if the Americans 
poffefs a true zeal for liberty, and wifh to render their independ- 
ence truly valuable, they will carefully guard againft all inter- 
ference of the French in their domeftic politics: they may be 
aflured that thofe who are tyrannical in their own government, 
can’ never be fincere friends to freedom in any other. Every 
friend to liberty in America, as weil as in this country, has 
ample reafon to fay of them, as good old Laocoon does of the 
Greeks, Aliquis latet error; ne credite, timeo Danaos & dona 
Serentes. 

There are, certainly, ingenious obfervations in this little 
work. The Abbe Masry’s uncommon fagacity and know- 
Jedge of human nature-have not declined at the approach of old 
age. But we fee, with concern, that ata period of life, when 
the wife man feels a peculiarelevation, above the narrow views 
of national rival/bip, and the intrigues of political avarice and ambi- 
tion, this grey- headed profeflor of univerfal philanthrophy, fhould 
write {ike one, who is blinded by the former, and who is em- 
ployed as an ingenious tool by the latter.—His book will, how- 
ever, be read with pleafure, becaufe he is an original thinker, 
and we believe (in fpite of his errors and prejudices) a good 
man: and we think the judicious and able Tranflator ought not 
to regret his having dreiled the Abbé in an Englifh coat, and 
fhewing him at London, as an odd man, who may amufe 
our politicians, and from whom fomething may be learned. 
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Ary. XII]. Account of Aeroftatic Experiments, continued from our 
Review for May lait, p. 408. 


reAHE curiofity of our Readers on the fubject of * Acrofation 

fhould not have remained fo long ungratified, had we 
thought the information we have received fince our laft article 
either of fufficient novelty or importance to induce us to break 
in upon our order ef publication. As we have previoufly declared, 
that we fhould decline entering into any detail of mere repeti- 
tions of former experiments, under which defcription we are to 
place all thofe made fince our Jaft account ; and as we are will- 
ing to give up the merit of carly intelligence to thofe who pleafe 
to exnafe themfelves to the danger of propagating fad/e intelli- 
gence, we fhall wave all farther apology for having thus long 
poftponed this article. —The following are the principal publi- 
cations we have now to mention: 

I. Premiere Suite de la Defcription des Expéricnces Aeroflatiques ; 
i,e. Firft Continuation of the Defcription of the Aerottatic Ex- 
periments of Meffrs, pe MonTGOLFIER, and of thofe occa- 
fioned ‘by their Difcovery. By M. Faujas pe Sr. Fonp. 
Paris 1784. 8vo. weth 5 cuts. 

This work confifts of upwards of fifty different articles, moft of 
which have already appeared in various periodical publications. 
They are here collected ina chronological order, but their feve- 
ral contents are, in the title-page, {pecified under the four follow- 
ing heads: 1. Accounts of ali the Aeroftatic Experiments made 
fince the publication of the firft volume +. 2. Sundry papers on 
the Theery of Aeroftats, the manner of directing them, &Xc,. 
3. Different methods of procuring Inflammable Air. 4. A 
memoir on the Cacutchouc, or elaftic gum, with a method of 
making, at a {mall expence, a varnifh fimilar to that prepared 
from the faid gum: by the Editor of this work. 

1. Very little remains for us to fay on the firft head; all the 
experiments of any note here defcribed, having already been re- 
corded in former numbers of our Review {. Among a great 
number of fecondary ones here mentioned, we fhall only felect 
that which was made at Windfor, by Mr. Argand of Geneva, 
in the prefence of their Majefties, with a balloon of gold- 
beaters fkin, about thirty inches in diameter.—T wo experi- 





* This word, and Aeroffat, to denote an air balloon, have been 
adopted by the French academy of Sciences. 

t See Review, Vol. LXIX. P- 551- 

{ The experimen: of La Muette, Vol. LXIX. p. 558. That of 
the Tuillcries, ibid. p. 559. That of Lyons, Vol. LXX. Mr. 
Blanchard’s firit Voyage, ibid. p. 226. ixperiment of Count An- 
dreani at Milan, ibid. p. 407. ‘The Dijon Experiment, ibid. p. 404. 
43 referved by M, F. de St. Fond for a third volume, 
ments 
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ments made by the Abbe Bertholon and M. de Sauffure, with a 
view to explore the electricity of the atmofphere, in which the 
balloons were ufed as kites, but afcended to a much greater 
height than the latter could have done.—And one made January 
13th laft, by the Count d’Albon, at Franconville, near Paris, 
with an inflammable air balloon of twenty-four feet petpendicu- 
Jar, and fixtcen horizontal diameter, to which were fufpended, 
in a wicker cage, a rabbit and two guinea pigs, which, after 
having been raifed toa very great height, were landed among ice 
and fnow, without feeming to have been any ways affeéted dur- 
ing the voyage, nor at the defcent. A cat that was feat up at 
Macon in Burgundy, on the 15th of February laft, was not fo 
fortunate, fince, aftcr having traveried between hfteen and fix- 
teen leagues of atmofphere, it was found dead about two hours 
after the afcent: the caufe of its difafteris not known, 

2. Among the theoretical papers we diftinguifh one of Mr, 
Stephen Montgolfier, on the mechanifm that may be applied for 
direGting the aeroftatic machine.—Oars appear to him to be the 
only means likely to fucceed; and he deduces from zn analyti- 
cal theorem, that two perfons working each an oar of 100 feet 
fuperficies, may, in a perfect calm, impel a fire ba!loon feventy 
feet in diameter, at the rate of gg4 French toiles (about 2000 
Englith yards) in an hour, and an air bailoon of twenty-fix feet 
diaméter at the rate of 2424 toifes, fomewhat lefs than three 
miles in an hour, but that the lealt current of air will overfet the 
whole theory, and that there is no probability of ever being able 
to navigate under any confiderable angle with the direCtion of the 
wind, 

A paper of M. de Sauffure of Geneva is by no means the Jcaft 
valuable article in this colleGtior. “That acute philofopher, wifh- 
ing to afcertain that the fwelling of the fire balloons is merely 
owing to the dilatation of the common air by heat, in oppofition 
to M, Pilatre de Rozier, who ftil! afcribed that effe& to the pro- 
duction of a particular gas, contrived means to raile by pullies, 
in the infide of the large Lyons balloon when inflated, a number 
of thermometers, with the upper ends of the tubes cut off to the 
160th degree of the feale *, and finding that they had al! loft a 
part of the liquid they contained, he concluded that the heat 
muft have exceeded that degree. Wihilft thefe experiments were 
making on the 15th of January laft, four days before the de- 
parture of the balloon, the machine was in perfeét order, and 
its power ought therefore to be eftimated by the effet it then 
produced ; its own weight was-10,400 1b, and it railed a weight 

of 6100 lb.—kt is hence inferred, that as a balloon of taffety, of 
109 teet‘diameter would wergh only 4001b. it wouid be able to 
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®. The Author does not tell us what {cale. 
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rife a weight of 16,100 1b.—A hballocn of this fort, we are told, 

‘s a@tually preparing by Meflirs. Muontgolher, at the expence of 
the Prince of Ligne, at Bel Ocuil, one of his country feats in 
Flanders. M. de Sauflure approves highly of the proje@, and 
thinks that a balloon 200 feet in diameter would fucceed as well. 

He makes no doubt but that means will foon be devifed for 
guiding thefe machines. 

The Count de Milly, in two memoirs of fome length, pro- 

pofes, infead of the fraw now ufed “ inflating the fire pleOite 
2 fubftitute a certain number of lamps, fed by re@ified oil, o 
foirit of wine ; the number of which dighe be increafed or di 
minifhed at pleafure, and thus facilitate a vertical afcent or de- 
feent. Having been informed of the exceilence of the lamps 
lately invented by M. Argand, he giv@& them the preference, 
and defcribes their Conftru€tion: he likewife recommends the 
ufe of oars for guiding the balloon. 

The paper on the production of inflammable air that feems to 
intereft this country moft, is that which defcribes the method of 
extrating it from pit-coal. The difcovery, if it really be a dif- 
nesta which we have fome reafon to doubt t, was made by 

Thyfbaert and two other profiflors of the univerfity of 
Loita ; and the procefs is thus, rather imperfectly, dcferibed : 
** A common forge, and three common gun barrels, 2bout one 
inch in bore, were the whole of the apparatus; the bree ch ends 
of two of the’barrels were conftantly kept in the fire, whilft the 
third, being cooled and emptied, was loaded about fix inches 
high ‘with powdered pit coal, and the reft filled with fand. A 
tin tube conveyed the air under a funnce!, placed benezth a bar- 
rel fiiled with water, which ftocd upon a tub likewife filled with 
water, which the air extracted from the coal replaced, after 
having traverfed it.’ Fifteen ounces of powdered pit coal 
yielded in about three quarters of an hour 1co quarts (pots ) of 
air, Of fo pure a quality, that on tria! it was found to faife a bal- 
loon as rapidly, and as high as if it had beers fl!ed with the 
ufual inflammable air, The operaticn is foon to be repeated on 
a larger fcale ; and large iron retorts are making for the purpole. 

M, Morveay, of Dijon, hag prod: uced inflammable air from 
potatoes, by mere diftillation, “He hopes foon to improve his 
method ; and we fhall probably hear more of it in the next vo- 
lume of this collection, 

M. Hamann, an artift, at Paris, has found means bi make 
air balloons of a fubftance that ah ay s the difperfion of the in- 
flammable air fo effeGually, that one of them hath. been cape 
floating in a room for ten fucceffive days without any fenfible 
diminution.—M, de Fourny made an experiment with one of 
thefe balioons, from which he had reafon to conclude that the 
inflammable air not only expands in its dimentfions, be alfo ac- 
quires 
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j quires fpontaneoufly a fenfible energy. He obferved, that hay. 


ing filled the balloon about two thirds, inftead of contracting 


| gradually, as was expected, it kept fwelling for twenty-feven 


hours, when it was fo completely diftended as to endanger its 
burfting. It then began to diminifh, though in very flow de- 
rees. 
. 4. The beft varnifh hitherto known for glazing the filk of 
air balloons, is prepared from the elaftic gum, known by the 
name of Caoutchouc; but this fubftance, though cheaper now 
than it was during the war, is ftill too dear to be brought into 
common ufe for that purpofe.—M. Faujas de St. Fond haé ap- 
plied himfelf to find fome fubftitute for it, and gives the follow- 
ing receipt for preparing common glue * as a fubftitute : 
bord é: ‘s Putone pound of glue in a new or very clean earthen pot ; 
ere make it boil gently till it ceafes to crackle, or, which is the fame 
thing, till a drop of it thrown into the fire, blazes. Pour then 
upon the glue, conftantly ftirring it with a wooden fpatula, one 
pound of fpirit of turpentine, removing the pot from the fire, to 
prevent the inflammation of this effential oi] ; boil all together 
during fix minutes, and pour upon the whole three pounds of 
boiling oil of walnuts, of linfeed or poppies, rendered defficcative 
by litharge: ftir this well, boil it during a quarter of an hour, 
' and the varnifh is made. 
. “© After it has fettled about twenty-four hours, and that a 
fediment is formed, pour the liquor off into another pot, and 
2 when you mean to ufe it, warm it, and then apply it with a 
thick brufh on the ftretched taffety : one thick layer may fuffice ; 
ry but if you mean to apply two, take care that the filk be ftretched 
' -very tight; lay on the varnifh in a tranfverfe dire&tion of the 
& former, and dry it, thus diftended, in the open air.” 
II. An exaé? and authentic Narrative of M. BLANCHARD’s 
third aerial Voyage from Rouen in Normandy, on the 18th o 
July 1784, accompanied by MM. Bony ; in which they traverfed 
a Space of forty-five Miles in Two Hours and a Quarter, inclufive 
:# of the Time employed in raifing and depreffing the Machine in the Air. 
Tranflated from the French of M. Blanchard. gto. 15. 6d. 
1H Heydinger, &c. London. 
; The facts mentioned in this title are certified by feveral au- 
thentic affidavits. In the narrative, M. Blanchard mentions 
feveral circumftances which feem to put the power of directing 
the machine by wings out of all doubt. Several queries, how- 
ever, have been addrefled to M, B. on the fubje& of thefe and 
fome other circumftances contained in the narrative, to which an 





Sit ec rs ——.- 


* ‘The French name g/z is all the account here given of this fub- 
‘ ftance. 
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enfwer fhould be given before we form any opinion on the 
matter. 

III. An Account of tke firft aerial Voyage in England, in a Se- 
ries of Letters to his Guardian, by VINCENT Lunarpl, Ff. 
Secretary to the Neapolitan Ambaflador. Lond. 1784. 8vo. 
Price gs. with three cuts, and 2s. 6d. without the plates: 
one of thefe is Mr. Lunardi’s picture, by way of frontifpiece, 
engraved by Bartolozzi. Bell. 

The account is here taken up from the adventurer’s firft in- 
tention of executing fuch an experiment, and all the previous 
fteps, difappointments, and difcouragements that attended the 
enterprize: it is written in a fentimental ftrain; and we muft 
confefs, contains many things which we did not expect to meet 
with on thisoccafion. The circumftances of this voyage are too 
well known to need our entering here into any detail concerning 
them. 

IV. Hints of important Ufes to be derived from aeroftatic Globes, 
with a Print of an aeroftatic Globe and its Appendages, originally 
defigned in 1783. By Tuo. Martyn. Folio, 2s. White, 
Becket, &c. 1784. 

To expedite the convmunication of important events by fig- 
nals; to increafe the means of fafety both to fleets and armies, 
by affording expedients to explore, from a great elevation, 
adjacent coafts or regions, fleets or armies; to furnifh facts to 
meteorology, and to facilitate the difcoveries of aftronomy-: 
fuch are the objeéts to which Mr, Martyn wifhes to apply the 
aeroftatic machine. He is aware that the means of directing it 
is an eflential requifite toward the fuccefs of feveral of thefe 
projects, and he gives a plate of the apparatus he conceives to 
be effectual for that purpofe ; it confifts of a main-fail, a fore 
fail, and a rudder, all fixed to the boat. In many of the in- 
{tances he propofes balloons retained by cords. 

We hope the following table of all the aerial voyages hitherto made 
will not be difagreeable to our Readers., 
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No! Date Place of Names of the Sortof | Duration of the 
. Afcent, Navigators. Balloon. Voyages. 
1783 Pilatre de Rozier ; } Between 20 
"INov. 21 La Muette } Marq d’Arlandes wire B-9 ind 25 Mut. 
D ra .000..2 M, Charles : h 2? 
2|Dec. 1) Tuilleries Det Siaiaee Air B, | 2° 5 
M. Charles . P 
2d afcent i Ditto 35 
M. Jof. Mont- 
ne ry golfier . > 
5pJaa-  eg-yons Pilatre de Rozier (FEB. | 45 
and 5 more 
Feb. , t Andreani i . ‘ 
4, eb 25/Milan 2 Mefrs. Gherii Ditto | 20 
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Place of Names of th Sort of | Duration of 
No Date. poral | Navigators. . | Balloon. ‘vou 
ciMarch 7 Ppp ee }M. Blanchard t Air B. ois” 
k Count Andreani, About 
()March 13}Milan ; ‘hd 4 thore Fire B. Sree a. 
; a4 M. Morveau ; P 
“|April 25}Dijon ; M. Bertrand t Air B. | 1" 37 
' M. Bonin ; . 
€iMay _8/Marfeilles M. Mazet Fire B, 7 
g|May 23}Rouen | M. Blanchard | Air B. | About rh 
1c]/May 20{Marfeilles ; os pret Fire B. 8” 
M. Fleurant . 
1] June 4 Lyons ; Madame Tible * Ditto 45 
1zifune 5|Madrid | M. Bouche + | Ditto 
- M. Morveau ; » 
1:|June 12}Dijon } M. de Virly Air B. 4 15 2 
M. Couftard : 
14jJune 13}Nantes M. de Mafli Ditto 58 
M. Mouchet 
M. Darbelet 
isiJune 16/Bourdeaux ¥ Ae? oasnees Ditto r4 45 
1. Chalifour 
M. Pilatre de | 
1€lJune 23/Verfailles Rozier Fire B 47° 
M. Prouft 
: Duc de Chartres P 3” 
i7\July 15|St. Cloud ; > Mefits. Roberts Air B 45 
18)July 18)Rouen ; ~ 4 — Ditto | 2° 55° 
‘aclJuly 26|Bourdeaux Nee ON t Ditto ag? 
. , e 
Rhodes in M. Carny | 7 
acjAug. € Guienne ; M. Louchet i 35 
21jAug. 25}Vienna ~ get and } | 
2z|/Sept. €jNantes os ra pl : Air B. | 3* 32 
2:|Sept.. 1. 4 ny }M. Lunardi Ditto 3° 20 
24|Sept 19] Tuilleries ; “ge se ak Ditto | 6° 40° 
Chelfea, M. Planchard ‘ . 
25}08. ICT ondon ; MrtSheldon Ditto | 4 










hurt. 


* The firft female aerial navigator. 
+ He fell out of the gallery foon after the afcent, and was much 


Bk 


¢ They landed at Bouvray, near Bethune, in Artois, about 160 
miles diitant from Paris. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For NOVEMBER, 1784. 


AMERICAN AFFAIRS, 


Art. 14. Opinions on interefling Subjeéis of public Law and com- 
mercial Pélicy, arifing from American Independence, § 1. The 
Oueflion anfwered~—Whether the Citizens of the United States 
are confidered by the laws of England as Aliens ; what Privileges 
are they entitled to within the Kingdom ; what Rights can they 
claim in the remaining Colonies of Britain. § 2. The Regula- 
tions for opening the American Trade confidered ; Faults found 
and Amendments propofed: How the late Proclamations affeet 
the United States difcuffed: Objections pointed out, and Altera- 
tions fuggelted. § 3. How far the Britifh Weft-Indies were in- 
jured by the late Proclamations fully inveftigated ; the Amount of 
their Wants difcovered ; Modes of Supply fhewn; and the Policy 
of admitting the American Veffels into their Ports amply argued. 
§ 4. An Enquiry how far a Commercial Treaty with the United 
States is neceflary, or would be advantageous: What the Laws of 
England have already provided on this Subject; and the funda- 
mental Laws of the United States compared with them. By 
George Chalmers. Author of Political Annals of the Revolted 
Colonies *, and of an Eftimate + of the comparative Strength of 


Britain. S8vo. 3s. Debrett. 1784. 


HOUGH we have always confidered Mr. C. as a government 
writer (a prefumption which is not leffened by the perufal of 

t his tract), yet.even the friends of America muft acknowledge, that 

ie hath here, with confiderable force, and equal candour, thrown out 

many important obfervations, and maintained fome ftriking pofiti- 
ons, which it will be diflicult for them to refute, however difagree- 
able they may find itto admit them. He is, indeed, on the above- 
mentioned fuojects, an able, judicious, and convincing writer; to 
which we may add, that thofe who wifh to gain folid information, 
on the topics above-enumerated, will meet with ample fatisfaction in 
the peruial of his elaborte performance. 

E’ast INDIES, 

Art 15. The Speech of Mr. Hardinge, as Counfel for the Di- 
reCtors of the Eaft India Company, at the Bar of the Houfe of 
Lords, on Tuefday the 16th of December, 1783. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 
Stockdale. 

Mr. Hardinge, in his profeffional charaéter, added his teftimony 
to the general voice of the Public, in reprobating the tyrannical 
complexion and tendency of the Coalition Eaft India Bill; and the 
publication of his much-applauded fpeech on that memorable occa- 
fion, may be interpreted into a perfonal avowal of the fentiments he 
then delivered. 





* See Rev. Vol. LXII. p. 464. 
+ — Rev. Vol. LXVIII, p. 51. 
Rev. Nov. 1784. Cc Miri- 
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MILITARY. 

Art. 16. The ancient Code of Military Laws, for the Govern. 
ment of the Englifh Army, under King Henry V. enaéted ag 
Manuce*. With fome additional Ordinances made by the Earl 
of Salifbury. gto. 2s. 6d. Hooper, 1784. 

This is a fe ‘parate publication of the cur ious ancient Code of Mj- 
litary Laws mentioned in our laft menth’s Review, p.3co. See our 
account of Captain Grose’s Antiquities. It 1s accompanied bya 
copper- plate reprefentation of ancient armoury; of which notice 
has been already taken in the Article above referred to. This is 
a choice morfel for our connoiffeurs in military difcipline. 

POETRY. 

Art. 17. £loems on Mifceliancous Subjects. By Ann Curtis, Sifter 
of Mis. Siddons. 56 Pages s2meo. 5s. Printed for the Author, 
1783. ; 

Pubiithed, we prefume, for the fake of the fubfcription ; which 
might be necefiary to the Authorefs, ‘he Public 1s very frequently 
addrefled in worfe poetry. 

Art. 18. Fleurettes, containing an Ode on Solitude: written 
in the Mountains of Auvergne, by Monf. De la Mothe Fenelon, 
On the Pleafures of Retirement: an Epiftle from Monf. Boileau 
to Mrs. Lamoignon. ‘lhe Origin of Sculpture : an Epiltle from 
a young Lady to her Lover, fron > y Moat Fontenelle, &c. &c. &e. 
"Franflated from the French. Svo. 45s. 6d. Dod fley. 1784. 
Thefe Fleurettes have fuffered confiderably by tranfplanting. They 

meither expand with vigour, nor glow with beauty. €....#, 

Art. 19. The Pelittcal Song /2 r; or a Touch on the Times, on 
variovs Subjects, adapted to common Tunes. :d Fdition. By 
John Free. i2no. 1s. B Birming ham, printed for the Author. i784. 
John Free is an honeit pub ican at Birmingham, where he has 

eonducted the feparate bafinefies of brewing and ballad-making with 

coniderable fuccefs for above twenty years. Some of his ballads 
are not without humour; and, indeed, they are all in a fyle_fupe- 
rior to the common run of treet poetry. he 

Art. 20. Poems, by Mrs. Hughes. 8vo, 33. Dodfley. 1784. 
Though Mrs. Hughes may not poflibly rank, as a poetefs, with 

the Barbaulds, the M« OFes, or the Sewards of the age, fhe yet 

writes very decent lady-like verfes. Her poems are Ectogues, Paf- 
toral Ballads, infcriptions, and a Legendary Tale. Ss? 
NoveEts., ‘ 

Art. 21. JLtalian Letters; or the legen: of the Count de St. 
Julian. Small 8vo. 2 Vois s. fewed. Robinfon. 1784. 
Vhefe Leiters are written in a cha! ie, eafy, and ; perfpicuous ityle ; 

and intermixed with reflefions equa lly fe rat benevolent, and 

moral, ‘The gradatioris of vice, and the feductions of temptation 
are well defcribed, and without that pruriency of fancy which too 
freqyently pm l delineations of this kind. The ftory is both 


athetic and interettin 
P B ° a. tke 





* In France. 
Art, 
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Art. 22. Maria, or the generous Ruftic. Small 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
Cadell. 1784. 

Atale may be romantic, and yet not amufe the fancy: it may be 

difmal, and yet not affect the heart. If examples were needed 

which we are forry to fay is very far from being the cafe) we fhould 

produce the prefent novel; and it would ferve inftead of a thoufand 

to illuftrate and confirm our remark. De 

Art. 23. The Baflard; or the Hiftory of Mr. Greville. By a 
Lady. 2 Vols. 12:mo. 5s. fewed. Hookham. 1784. 

Thouch this cannot be numbered amongft the finer and more ele- 
gant productions of fenfibility, yet it is at leait entitled to the ho- 
nourable claim of a Jegitimate birth; and this is no trifling boait, 
confidering how the literary world, and efpecially the region of 
novels, hath of late been over-run with a f{purious iilue. of 

MIScELLANEOUS. ‘ 
Art. 24. The Works of Georze Berkeley, D. D. late Bifhop of 

Cloyne in Ireland. ‘To which is added, an Account of his Life, 

and feveral of his Letters to Thomas Prior, Efq; Dean Gervais, 

and Mr. Pope. In 2 Vols. gto. 21. 2s. boards. Robinfon, 

London ; Exthaw Dublin. 

In thefe volumes are colle&ted all the works of a writer, who, in 
his day, diftinguifhed himfelf by his benevolent projects, and his 
excellent character, no lefs than by an exquifite fubtilty of genius 
in metaphyfical fpeculations. Jt was the former more than the latter 
which gave him a title to immortality ; and when his writings fhall 
be forgotten, his name will be read with refpe&, in that well-known 
line of Pope, 

— To Berkeley every virtue under Heaven. 

As an attempt is here made to recal the attention of the Public to 
Dr. Berkeley’s Works, it may not be amifs to lay before our Read- 
ers the contents of thefe volumes. First Votume. Life and Lete 
ters.—Of the Principles of Human Knowledge.—Three Dialogues be- 
tween Hylas and Philonous. An Effay towards a new Theory of Vifien. 
—Alciphron, or the Minute Philosopher. Sicoxnn Vortume. Pafive 
Obedience. Arithmetica abjque Algebra aut Euclide demonftrata.— De 
Motu.—The Analyft.—A Defence of Free-thinking in Mathematics. — 
An Appendix concerning Mr. Walton’s Vindication of Sir lfaac Newton's 
Principles of Fluxions.—Reajons for not replying to Mr Walton's full 
Anfwir.— An Effay towards preventing the Ruin of Greai Britain.— A 
Difcourfe addrefed to Magiftrates and Men in Authority — A Word ta 
the Wife.—A Letter to the Roman Catholics of the Diocefe of Cloyne.— 
Maxims concerning Patrioti/m.-~The Querift.-- A Propofal for the bet- 
ter Jupplying “of Churches in our foreign Plantations, and commerting the 
favage Americans.—Verfes on the Prope? of planting Arts and Learn. 
ing in America.—A Sermon before the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gofpel. —Sirvis.— A Letter, and Farther 7 boughts, on Tar Water 
_ The Life prefixed, is, nearly verbatim, the fame which appeared 
in the frff edition of the Brographia Britannica; the Editor not hav- 
ing thought proper to take any notice of the valuable additions to 
this Life, which are given by Dr. Kippis, in his improved edition 
of that work. Several of the Letters fubjoined to this Life were 
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alfo before publifhed, and thofe which are now added, are of top 
little confequence to merit any particular attention: they are almof 
entirely perfonal, and chiefly relate to the Bishop’s projet for efta- 
blifhing a college in the ifland of Bermudas. ; 

Art. 25. Memoirs of George Berkeley, D. DD. IJate Bifhop of 

Cloyne in Ireland. The Second Edition *, with Improvements, 

8vo. 38. 6d. Murray, &c. 1784. 

This publication is a mere copy of the Life, Letters, and Extrads, 
prefixed to the volumes which are the fubject of the preceding Ar- 
ticle. The Editor acknowleges his obligations to the Rev. Dr, 
Stock, for his troubie in compiling and revifing thefe memoirs. §, 
Art. 26. Odb/ervations on the late Contefts in the Royal Society. By 

Andrew Kippis, D. D. F.R.S. and S.A. 8vo. as. 6d, 

Robinfon. 1784. ; 

We have already given our Readers as minute a detail of the dif- 
putes which have of late interrupted the harmony of the Royal So- 
ciety, as was confiitent with the plan of our Review: our account 
therefore of the prefent pamphlet (which brings forward littie new 
matter) mult neceflarily be very brief. 

Dr. Kippis, with his accufomed precifion and fidelity, retraces 
every ftep of this unfortunate controverfy ; and hath arranged his 
narrative in an hiltorica!l and chronological form. 

He profeffes to write with great impartiality and candour; and 
folemnly difclaims all perfonal refentment and perfonal prepoffeffion. 
He favours the Prefident, and condemns the conduét of thofe who 
have ftood foremoft in their oppofition to the chair ; from no preju- 
diced or interefted motives, but folely from the convictions of his 
own mind;—not formed in hafte or at random, but from mature de- 
liberation, and a perfect acquaintance with the feveral ftages of the 
difpute, and the fubjeéts and characters more immediately connected 
‘with it. 
: Non noftriim tanias componere lites. 

We are too much friends to the interefts of f{cience, not to deplore 
thofe contentions, which caft a thade on men whofe abilities qualify 
them to fhine among: its more illafirious ornaments :—above all, we 
deplore the effects of thofe contentions, when fcience it/eli is retarded 
by them; and fomething of more gexeral ill confequence than per- 
fonal animofity is produced by their fatal influence. And Dr. Kippis, 
whofe moderation and candour we had never any reafon to queftion 
before, muft excufe us if we add, that we are forry that a gentle- 
man, who hath undertaken the office of a Reconciler, fhould have 
ftepped /o far out of his way to irritate the very wound which he 
profeffes to lament. B.da--h. 
Art. 27. The Fritter. 8vo. 3s. Birmingham printed, fold by 

Baldwin in London. 4784. 

Nonfenfe, political, critical, poetical, and mufical—flighty, whim- 
fical, low, and coarfe—ftrung together in feraps, for which.the Au- 
thor has provided a proper motto: 


* Thou dirtie# of the dirty Mufes ! 
To every fcribbler free that chufes! 


* See Rev. Vol. LV. p. 437. 
6 To 
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To thee an Accatemb thall rife, 
Of evorts, like rAzs, in facrifice !’ . 
Art. 28. A Refutation of the Memoirs of the Baflile*, on the 
cencral Principles of Law, Probability, and ‘Truth; in a Series 
of Letters to M. Linguet, late Advocate in the Parliament. of 

Paris. By Thomas Evans, Solicitor in Chancery, and one of the 

Attorneys of the Court of King’s Bench in England. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 

Murray, 1783. 

M. Linguet is here charged with many mifreprefentations of per- 
fons and fags, and with having rather indulged the feelings of a 
mortified man, than given an exact relation of particulars. The 
Writer of this pamphlet difclaims all intention to apologize for poli- 
tical oppreffion, or to juftify any abufes which may have,rept into 
any part of the French governiment; and only undertakes, to cor- 
rect the errors of a man who confounds inftitutions with the abufes 
of them; and to refute calumnies, which can only ierve to perpe- 
tuate grievances. 2 ‘ 
Art. 29. Letters on Wit and Humour, &c. To which is added, 

one concerning the Diimemberment of Ireland. 8vo. 1s. Law. 

1783. 

Specimen. * To briefly allegorize wit and humour: they are bro- 
thers and often companions, though unlike; or, made females gua- 
lem folet effe fororen: may be brought in. Witis a drefied gentleman, 
and much the finer and more elegant perfon. Humour loves to be 
in difhabille, and familiarly enjoy himfelf ; lefs nice in his company, 
who can generally put in a word with him. Wit is figuring away 
at court, fpangled with diamonds, to which glafs itfelf yields ; whilit 
his kindred claimer can deign to claw a herring in a chimney- 
corner.’ 

This Writer hath thought proper to adopt the name of Puzzxleavit ; 


and we believe none of his readers will difpute his right to it. B. dj. kh 
n ‘ 


Art. 30. Letters in Behalf of Profeffors of Mu/fic, refiding int 
Country: addreffed to the Nobility and Gentry, Diretors of the 
Concert of Ancient Mufic, and Managers of the enfuing grand 
Performance in Commemoration of Handel ; and to the Directors ° 
of the Fund for the Benefit of decayec Muficians and their Fami- 
lies in London. By Edw. Miller, Organiit in Doncafter. 4to. 
6d. Wilkie. 1784. 

Country Muficians, it feems, are in general in very pitiable cir- 
cumftances. This Writer recommends them to the protection of 


thofe noble Lords and Gentlemen who had the direction of the Com- 


memoration of Handel; and thinks a fund ought to be eltablithed 
for their fupport, as well as for the benefit of decayed muficians in 
the metropolis. Their merits equally entitle them to protection ; 
and their diftreffes trongly enforce the claim. 

Thefe Letters are flimfy and puerile: and are’ nothing but the 
mere title-page, {pread out into languid declamation, and diffufe re- 
petition. 

If country Maficians would not encreafe the miferies of their 
fituation, they fhould take care how they become Authors. B.d- _ 7 

—+ 


ie 





’ 


* For our account of thofe Memoirs, fee Rev. Vol. LXX. P- 44- 
Ce 3 MEpicab. 
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MEDICAL. 

Art. 3t. A Praéiical Treatife on the Efficacy of Stizolobium, or 
Cowhage, internally adminiftered in Diieafes occafioned by Worms; 
to which are added, Obfervations on other Anthelmintic Medi. 
cines of the Weft-Indies. By William Chamberlaine, Surgeon, 
8vo. is. 6d. Murray. 17*4. 

This Cowhage, or Cowitch, as it has been commonly called, is 
the Delichos pruriens of Linnzus. The part ufed is the fetaceous 
hairy {ubitance growing on the cutfide of the pod, which is fcraped 
off, and mixed with common fyrup, or melaffes, to the seahihenes 
of a thin eletuary ; of which a tea-fpoonful to a child of two or 
three years old, and double the quantity to an adult, is given in the 
morning, fafling, and repeated the two fucceeding mornings ;— 
after which a dofe of rhubarb is ufua lly fubjoined. Thefe hairy 

ipicule are fuppofed to aét mechani cally, and to kill the worm by 

piercing its fides.- i 

Art. 32. Odfervations on Poijons, and on the Uje of Mercury in 
the Cure of obftinate Dy/fenteries. By Thomas Houlfton, M. D. 
Phyfician to the Liverpool Infirmary. 8vo. 1s. Baldwin, 1784. 
If thefe Obfervations had remained buried under the chaos of 

Magazines, &c. from which they have been coileéted, the public 

would have fuftained no lofs. 

Art. 23. Cafes i in Surgery: with Int roductions, ()perations, and 
Remarks. By Jofeph Warner, F. R. S. and fenior Surgeon to 
Guy’s Hofpital. The fourth Edition, with conficerable Additions. 
tivo. 6s. boards. jJohnfon. 1784. 

We have read with great pleaiure this new edition of Mr. War- 
ner’s Surgery. It is enriched with twelve additional Cafes, highly 
deferving the attention of the profeffion, in general, and of Surgeons 
in pa apticular. The twelfth Cafe exhibits a curious inftance of the 
. advagtage of a {mall perforation through the fkull, in a concuffion 
of the brain, in which the trepan had not been applied foon after 
the accident. ‘ 
Art. 24. 4a Effay on the Prevention of an Evil highly injurious t 

Health, and ‘Inimical to Enjoyment. By William Edmonftone, 

Jate Surgeon to the 89th Regiment. 8vo. 2s. Faulder. 1784. 

This gentleman has taken care, by the obfcure title of his book, 
to prevent people from guefling with exaétnefs at the fubje& of it. 
When we took it up, we expected it to contain fomething more 
than an advertifement of a quack medicine to prevent the venereal 


difeafe. M. 
Art. 35. 4 Letter from a Medical Gentleman in Town to his Friené 

in the Country, Containing an authentic Account of the Difference 

between the Medical Society of Crane-Court, and Dr. Whitehead, 
during the late Canvafs for a Phyfician to the London Hofpital : 
with a true Copy of all the Papers, both written and printed, 

which have pafled between the contending Parties. 8vo. 64. 

March, 1784. 

According to this account of the above-mentioned difputes, which 
appears to be very fair and candid, the conduct of the doctors W ile 
liam Woodville, J. Lettfom, James Sims, and William Hamilton, 
seems 
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feems to be highly reprehenfible. We fiy, according to this account, 
for we would not decide upon fuch par tia i! evidence, but will referve 
our definitive opinion, remembering the equitable adage, ‘* Audi 
alteram Partem.” M. 
Art. 26 An Effay to inveftizate the Caufes of the General Mortality 
by Fevers, ded nied from the Knowledee of the Nature of the 
Blood, and the Circulation: with Mifcellaneous Obfervations on 
ancient and modern Writers. By W. Chariley, M. D. 8vo. 13s.6d. 
Kearflev. 1782. 
All this mu! ufartous matter is comprized in eighty-feven duode- 
cimo pages, printed in a large letter. As a fpecimen of the,Dr’s 
abilities, and as an inftance of the great difco eries and wea lights, 


which, by his ingenuity, are likely to be thrown upon the ‘dark 


{cience of phyfic, take the 77th page: 

‘ The action of the nerves on the mutcles being the primum mo- 
bile of mufcular motion, is the caufe of w onderful ettects ; thofe 
occurring moll nega tous, are the common actions of life, fit- 
ting, lying dow » running, walking, eaping, and all motions the 
different contortions of the limbs are capable of prclucing. No 
fooner is the mind determined on any, than it is implicitly obeyed ; 
it feems as if motion was governed by mathematical laws ; we cannot 
move out of the center of gravity with¢ es bordering on infecurity ; 
if flipping or rifing from our chair we depart from that center, we 
come to the ground. There isa ki nd of mechanical ¢ ometry (to 
ufe that phrate) without the ufe of which we co puld no : rife, walk, 
run, nor move a hand, for which reafon Gale en ¢: ls the hand O-ya- 
vv Ooyarer, the inftrument of Initruments.’ ‘This is indeed ‘the 
bathos of phyfic ! . 
Art. 27. A Familiar Medical Survey of Liverpool. Addretfed 

to the Inhabitants at large. Containing Obfervations on the Si- 

nee of the Town; the Qualines sea Influence of the Air; 
the Emp loyments and Manner of Living of the Inhabitants ; the 

Waier ; and other natural and occafional Circumftances, whereby 

the Health of the Inhabitants is liable to be particularly affeéted. 

With an Account of the Difeafes moft peculiar to the Town ; and 

the Rules to be obferved for their Prevention and Cure ; includinz 

Obfervations on the Cure of Confumprtions. The Whole ren- 

dered perfectly plain and familiar. By W. Mofs, Surgeon, Li- 

verpool. i1zmo. 2s. Lowndes. 1784 

We have feen certain pretenders adverti ife ‘* The Philofophy of 
Phyfic.” Had Mr. Mofs termed his performance, ‘* The Poetry of 
Phy fic,””»he would have given it a proper name, and might have 
kinky abridged his title page. His vook abounds with quotations 
from the Engiith poets. We with he had read them to more advan- 
tage, and had thence learnt to improve his taite, and to corre¢t his 
language. Great and original geniufes have fometimes ufed the 
licence. to coin words; and to attone for fuch a liberty, they have 
generally conveyed to us fome new idea: what pretence has Mr. 
Mofs to ufe a freedom of this fort? His obfervations are of the moft 
triteand common place kind. But the words ‘‘ {pecificate, ema- 
native,” &c. &c. &c. are new tous, and hytherto frangers to the 


Englith tongue. 
G Gs M @ Art. 
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Art. 38. The Cafe of the Reverend Dr. Harwood; an odftinate 


Palfy, of above two years duration, relieved by EleGtricity. By 

BEdwWard Harwood, D.D. 8vo. “1s. Buckland, &c. 1784. 

Ve cannot, without fome depree of furprife, behold a man of 
learning, by profeflion of a reverend character, defcending to min- 
gle tlrange flories, and low buftoonery, with pious ejaculations, and 
devout thankigivings, for an apparent efcape from the grave. * The 
reader may judge, (fays Dr. H.) of the ftate of my health, from 
the following circumitances, which were wont greatly to alarm and 
intimidate me. About a month from the time I received the para- 
lytic ttroke, when I had fixed my eyes on the fire, fuddenly the grate 
would difappe r from its place, and its fame prefent itfelf in the 
ceiling. ‘The windows, from being luminous, would in a moment 
be muffled in dun and murky gloom. Large capital letters on figns, 
and infcriptions on windows and houfes, would gradeally diminith, 
become faint, and, at lait, hardlv vifible. The chairs and tables 
would appear to rife from the floor, fufpend themfelves in the air — 
and two candles, inftead of one, infiantancoufly prefent themtelves to 
my diitorted vifion. lL was exaétly like Pentheus in the Bacche of 
Euripides, who faw wo Thebes, &c.’ 

We leave our medical readers to their comments on thofe very 
extraordinary fymptoms ; referring them to the pamphtet for the 
doétor’s account of his Cure by EKieétricity ; as wel! as for the Cafe 
of his Niece, Mifs Harwood: an obitinate deafnefs, perfectly re- 
moved by the fame means. 


Art. 39. 4 jfhirt Treatife on the Plant called Goofe Grafs, or 


WClivers, and its Efficacy in the Cure of the moft inveterate 
“Scurvy. With the Recipe, for preparing and taking this fimple 
and excellent Medicine ; and.reference to thofe cured of the Dif- 
order, By John Edwards, F.S. A. 8vo. 1s. Dixwell. 
The difeate which this author miftakes for the fcurvy, feems to 
be a fpecies of the /epra; and a tea-cup full of the exprefled juice 
of the Goofe-Grafs to be taken nine futceflive mornings, is recom- 


mended as an efedctual remedy for it. M 
i) 


SCHOOL*BOOKS. 

Art. 40. An Analfis of the Greek Metres. For the Ufe of 
Students at the Univerfities. By J. B. Seale, M. A. Fellow of 
Chriil Coliege, Cambridge. 8vo 1s. 6d, Cambridge printed, 
and fold in London by Cadell. 1784. 

This book is profefledly defigned as a fupplement to the Element- 
ary Rules of Greek Profody, and is, therefore, calculated. rather to 
afi} the young ftudent, than co inform the profound fcholar. With 
this view, Mr. Seale has given his readers a fhort, but clear and 
correct account of the various metres employed by the Greek writers, 
elpeciaily the dramatic and lyric. 

The materials are chiefly drawn from the Profody of Morell, 
prefixed to his Thefaurus ; and from Heath’s Preface to his copious 
and excellent Notes on the Greek Tragedians. The author, how- 
ever, fometimes illuftrates his explanations, or fupports his opinions, 
by quotations from Terentianus Maurus, and Hepheition. But we 
are furpri that Mr. Seale, who feems converfant in the ancient 
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athors, fhould attempt to vindicate, or even to explain any kind 
of Greek verfe, by appealing to the ufage of a modern writer, Mr, 
}:, whole erudition, indeed, we ourfelves highly refpe&t; bat whofe 
aythoritv, on fuch an occafion, no f{cholar furely can admit. 

\we are of opinion, that a work like this analyfis, would have 
been more properly executed, and more extenfively circulated, if it 
had been written in a learned language. The author, however, as 
well from this publication, as from the honours which we are told 
have been repeatedly conferred on him, by the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, appears to us a very found {cholar. He certainly deferves 
our commendation for the judgment with which he has chofen his 
materials, and for the perfpicuity with which he has arranged them; 
and, we doubt not, he will receive the thanks of every tutor, who 
has made the fame proficiency in claflical knowledge, and is actuated 


by the fame honeft zeal for the improvement of thofe who are in- 


uthors 


bse) 


trufted to his care. B ‘YorWe 
3s éds 


Art. 41. Thefes Grace et Latina, telex. 8vo. 
Galabin and Baker. 1783. 

By the name affixed to the preface and the title, the compiler of 
this book appears to be Mr. W. Baker, a printer, who informs us, 
that while he was perufing the works of the ancients, he affixed a 
mark to every {triking pafflage, which he inferted in his common place 
book, at his leifure hours. Surely his leifure hours might have been 
fpent more profitably to himfelf, and more advantageoufly to the 
community, if, in imitation of Henry Stephens, for whofe memory 
every man of learning ///] feels the fincereft veneration, he had de- 
voted his time to the publifhing new editions of thofe claffics whofe 
works are rarely to be met with. 

Mr. Baker’s reading feems to have been extenfive; but the man 
who fpends his days in copying what he already poffefles in print, 
waftes his time moft unpardonably; but when he prefents to the 
Public, what he has thus unprofitably collected, the flight regard 
paid to fuch a prefent, will, if we are not miftaken, convince him 
of his error. 

The collections of Stobzus are valuable, becaufe he has preferved 
many relicks of authors, whofe works have not reached us; he has 
alfo digefted the paflages under their refpective heads, or fubjects, 
and not edited them without rule or order, as Mr. Baker has done 
his Thefes. But undoubtedly, if be had tranfcribed in a loofe di/- 
orderly manner, merely the fententious apothegms of writers, whofe 
works are itill extant in our libraries, 4is book would never have 
been removed from the dufty fhelf of a monkifh library, to invite the 
attention of the curious, and to afford literary information and 
amufement to the learned. Che 

RELIGIOUS. ° 
Art. 42. Tivo Sermons on the Di/memberment of the Britifh Empire, 
at the Conclufion of the Peace in 1783. By the‘Rev. Thomas 

Fawcetts Second Edition, with Improvements and additional 

Obfervations on the diffolution of Parliament in 1784. 8vo. 1s, 

Cadell. 1784. 

* A hermit of the vale, (to ufe the language of this writer con- 
cerning his performance) is drawn from {ferenity and the fhade, to 
this 
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this prefent publication in the metropolis, that may probably do no 
honour to his memory, which might otherwife have funk into obli- 
vion, with the common names, that are hourly {wept away by time, 
among the refufe of fame. He can only fay, that he withed to 
have feen much abler pens employed, at fo important a crifis, on 
this interefling fubje&t; fo might this humble, but well-meant per- 
formance (among the other amufements of his private hours) have 
died in filence with the author, and ‘been buried in the fame duf 
with his laftremains.’? Thus (peaks Mr. Fawcett m behalf of his 
pamphlet. It has reached a fecond edition ; and we are by no means 
foliciteus to top its progrefs. Yet, fince lowe tnicuane al Ours 
will be expected, we muft acknowledge it appears to us, that had 
the two Sermons died in filence, the world would have futtsined no 
irretrievable detriment. ‘They are of a declamatory kind; though 
risa pertinent obfervations are at times introduced. The follow- 
g rema ay in the firft Sermon, has fome ‘thing in it extraordinary ; 
ot As are willing to think better of human nature, than to 
fuppofe that either treachery or ignorance could Jead the Britifh mi- 
niftry to act the prepofterous part “they are charged with, in making 
the peace ; we cannot account for it otherwife, "th an by afcribing it 
to a judicial infatuation, ora juft judgment from heaxen, that we, 
who had before fo unwilely, soles unjuflly aflited the Ameri- 
cans In our ambitious views of extended empire, fhould now betray 
this timidity and precipitation, in cont: acting the limits of the em- 
pire, at atime when there appeared the d: whing of a difpofition to 
return into the bofom of the parent count ry.” The text of this fer- 
gon is 1 Cor. vil. 31. The fafricn of this world, &c.- The fecond 
difcourfe refers to our late minifterial difputes. It is intended in fa- 
vour of the prefent minifiry. Bat furely our author is ftrangely 
miftaken when he afferts, * It is, (inftead of, they are) men only of 
an inferior genius, that endeavcur to ‘obtain power by difhoneil or ig- 
noble means, or think to be confiderable by endeavouring to fubvert 
that ftate which they are not allowed to govern; or who, fallen 
from greatnefs they once enjoyed, in their private ruin would involve 


the commonwealth, and raife a univerfal form, &c. &c.’ Surely 


he is miftaken in the ex prefiion narleod by ‘talic , if he intends this 
(as we conclude he does) for the gicat antagonift of the prefent 
prime minilter, fince a]l allow him a fuperiority of genius and abi- 
lity, however juflly they may conde mn the ule to which it may 
fometimes have been applied. In this fermon we meet with feafon- 
able exhortations to freemen relative to the eleétion which was then 
approaching. ‘There is fomewhat ingenious, perhaps others may 
think fanciful, in the choice ‘of a text, Ww hich is 1 Kings, lil. 27. 
The king anfiwered an: d Jaie d, give her the living child, aud in no wif? 
flay it ; foe is the mother thereof. < 
Art. 43. Three Difcourfes ad dvefied to the Congregation at Maze- 
Pond, Southwark, on their public Dec Jaration of having choien 
Mr. James Dore their Paftor, March 25th, 1784. vo. Is 
Cambridge. Dilly. 1 784. 


"This is what is commonly calle dan orc 


’ 


= ation fervice, performed 


amone the pep! e of the independe: Ber! rfuafion. Mr. Robinfon, who 
delivered the introductory addrefsy expatiates very largely and nee 
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sioully on the fubje& of rel ligious toleration, and the rights of private 
sment. Lmmediately afterwards he calls upon Mr. Dore, to in- 
form his brethren what are his ideas of the gofpel.— Would not an 
indiffere nt {p ectator, we afk, have perceived fome inconfiftency in 
this proceed ling > Mr. Robinfon does indeed accompany the regueit 
with afluring ‘Mr, Pore, that in declaring his faith ‘* he rifks no- 
this o; for they have no penalti es for herefy, no emoluments for 
orthodoxy, no frowns, no breaches of fr iendihip, no ill-will in re- 
ferve for fuch as ciffer from them in fentiment.”? But the action 
iufelf, if it means any thing, neceffarily implies, that the minifters 
defire a confeflion of faith from their brother, that they may be af- 
fured that his creed is fuch as they approve. That the tranfzction 
js really underftood in this light, may be inferred from the ftrefs 
which the next fpeaker, in this fervice, lays upon an orthodox 
fuith. * Take away, fays he, the dorines of Chrift’s divinity, 
attonement, and divine influence, and you deprive the Chriftian 
religion of its peculiar glories—you deftroy the only foundation of 
afinner’s hope towards God.’ Had Mr. Dore, in his confeffion, 
taken away thefe glories of the Chriftian religion, is it fuppofable, 
that he would have met with xo frowas from his brethren? ‘This 
call upon the young minifter to declare his belief, 2dmits then, of 
o other conflruction than as an affumption of a right to hear and 
judge him on this head; and confequently is totally inconfiftent 
with the difavowal of all varie 4 in religious matiers. The in- 
confiftency is, in truth, after all the gloffes which have been put 
upon it, fo glaring, that itis an aftonithing proof of the enflaving 
power of cuftom, that the practice fhould {till be kept up, in reality 


JU, 


though “ always in name, among diffenters of all denominations. §, , 


Art. 44. Sermons on the Evidence of a Future State of Rewards 
and Punifbments, ariiing from a View of our Nature and Condi- 
tion ; in which are confidered fome Objections of Hume: Preached 
before the Univerfity of Cambridge. By William Craven, B.D. 
Fellow of St. John’s College, and Profeffor of Arabic. 8vo, 

6d. Cambridge, Printed. London, Sold by Cadell, &c. 

1783. 

The difcourfes of this ingenious and fenfible author confit of 
clofeand perfpicuous reafoning; which, though perhaps noi well adapt- 
ed to the greater part of Chriftian congregations, mult be confidered 
25 prope rly fuited to an Univerfity audience. Far indeed is it from 

cing requifite that people 1 in general fhould be made acquainted 

all the o! bjeSions and furmifes which are raifed by fceptics, or 
amufed with the fpeculations which they may occafion; but there 
are times and places in which fuch fubje&s may not be im prop erly 
introduced : An account of the firft edition of this little volume was 
given in the Review for September 1776, p. 246. vol. lv. and we 
need not add much to what was then faid concerning it. We 
there intimated, that the writer had in his eye the works of Mr. 
tiume, which is now explicitly acknowledged. Concerning this 

No i we are told that * the Sermons appear with conilider- 
ble additions, and the plan af them is entirely altered, to adapt 

shies the be tter to the objections made of late to the doctrine of a 

future Rate of rewards and punifhments,’ What thele —— 
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and alterations are, we cannot, at this diflance of time, pretend to 
int out; but we think the difcourfes are well worthy the attentive 
perufal of thofe who find themfelves affected by Mr. Hume’s remarks, 
or indeed, thofe of any other perfons or writers of the fame ftamp. 

The Sermons are eight in number, under the following titles: ‘ ‘A 

ftate of difcipline and probation, preparatory to a ftate of rewards 

and punifhments: The moral nature with which man js endued: 

A future ftate, as inferred from the works of the Supreme Being : 

The ufe and beauty of general laws in the natural world: The ufe 

and beauty of general laws in the morel world: ‘The ad miniftration 

of the prefent life: On a future life defcribed after the model of the 
prefent: On experience, confidered as the flandard‘and meafure of 
our expectations.’ 

On tuch fubjeéts our preacher reafons in a calm, exact, and ufe- 
ful manner; he very pertinently remarks, that £ fcepticifm may be 
purfued till it offers violence to common fenfe. We furely may be 
allowed to truft fo far our reafon, and the feelings of our mind, as 
to believe it pofible for them in fome cafes to inform us right.—— 
When out of a Jove of novelty and refinement, men carry their no- 
tions to an extreme, in oppofition to the dictates of plain fenfe, and 
the genuine feelings of the mind, they may fometimes be abte, by 
ftating their opinions in terms of a recondite philofophy, to puzzle 
and perplex, but will feldom fatisfy and convince.’ 

Mr. Craven, as a lover of truth, writes with candor ana modefty, 
expreffing his fear leit ‘ he fhould have perfitted too long in what 
may feem a train of folly and extravagance, if not prejumption, 
into which he has been betrayed, in order to accommodate himfelf 
to thofe who make experience the rule of life, and the ftandard by 
which we are to regulate our expectations.’ In the fame ftrain he 
concludes the feyenth fermon: ‘ Jt muft again be rep ated, that in 
making this delineation, which may poffibly be thought rath, and to 
ftand in need of an apology, we muft be underftood to have adapted 
ourfelves to thofe who maintain, that in all our enquiries we are to 
be determined by experiewce ; and that we are to form our eftimate of 
the future law and plan of divine juftice, from our obfervations on 
its pref nt meafure and courf:.?—In the former cifcourfes he at- 
tempts to explain how far the doétrine of future reward and punith- 
ment may be maintained on the ground of experience, and thus to 
prove that his opponents mifapply in fome degre. their own princi- 
ples. In what follows, he endeavours to fhew that their principles, 
even though properly applied, are in themfelves narrow and defective; 
and that in forming to ourfelves an idea of God and his govern- 
ment, they are not to b: admitted as reaforable and juft. 

Thefe are a few hints of Mr. Craven’s defign and method, but 
for a clear and fatisfa€tory view of the fubje&, we mutt refer the 
s ader to the Sermons at large. 

Art. 45. Sermons on various Subjedts. By the Rev. Mr. Fd- 
ward Arthur, Minifter at Baremore, Etal, and laft at Swalw ll, 
near Newcaftle. 8vo. 4s. boards. Berwick Printed, Sold by 
B. Law, in London. 

An Advertifement prefixed to thefe difcourfes fays, ‘ Th> follow- 
ing Sermons ars, by the defire of the author’s frinds, publithed for 
the 















the benefit of his two daughters, who live at Etal, in Northumber- 
jand. The heterogeneous ftate of the manufcripts, and incorreét- 
nefs of the language are, by the author’s being called off this flagé 

of life before they were prawns for the prefs, much againft them : 
efpecially at this perid, when the propriety of language is more 
ftudied than the truths of the gofpel. Neverthelefs, when external 
ornaments and ofte ntatious accomplifhments are the objects of at- 
tention in fome, itis to be hoped there are ftill many in Great- 
Britain who will read the following difcourfes with pleafure, and 
with beneft to their immortal fouls.’ 

The number of thefe Sermons is feventeen: they are of the 
Calvini! tical caft{; and are plain, ferious, and praétical. ‘The 
writer’s manner is that of the old divines: they will be acceptable 
and uf-ful to many r.ad:rs: and even thofe parts which we ‘could 
by no means approve, will, it is probable, be agreeable and profit- 
able to perfons of different taftes and difpofitions. 

We with the work a good fale, as it feems to be publifhed in or- 
der to procure fome charitable affiltance for objeéts who need it. 
Art. 49. 4 Difertation on the Doétrine of Imputed Righteoufnefs. 

By the Rev. John Weddred, of Stathern, Leicefterfhire. 8vo. 

6d. Rivington. 1783 

A candid reprefentation of the do&rine, on principles commonly 
called Arminian. ‘The author’s idea is, that we are jutftified by 
faith confidered in the f nfe of ¢ruf?: and that the act by which we 
rely on the promifes of the gofpel is imputed to us for righteoufnefs, 
and accepted in the room of perfection, for the fake of the merits 
of Chriit. ‘ If this (fays the author) was well underftood, we fhould 
hear no more of transferred righteoufnefs, either in whole or in part: 
no more of the believer’s being as righteous as Chrift himfelf, or 
ind:ed, of the obedience of Chrift making ap the defect of our’s : 
which is another human, and, I apprehend, no very fkilful hypo- 
thefis, for it follows the direét contrary rule to that obferved in the 
parable of the talents, and gives moft to thofe who have improved 
the leaft, and leaft to thofe who hve improved the moit. This 
do&trine feems to be no other than an ingenious improvement upon 
the Roman tenet, of transferring the fupererogating works of faints.” 

Mr. Weddr.d’s view appears to be, to guard the doctrine again& 
the extremes of Sociniani{fm, and Antinomianifm, and a. the 


contending parties in oue rational and evangelical plan. : Bid -5 Oy 
7 


Art. 47. The Harmony or Agreement of the Four Evangeli 

their feveral Relations of the Life and Do&rine of Fefus Chrif. 

‘i'ranflated from the original Text, with Notes explanatory and 

practical: and chiefly intended for the Ufe of the Unlearned and 

the Poor. By Richard Baker, M. A. Rector of Cawfton in Nor- 
folk, and lately Fellow of Pembroke-Hail in Cambridge. 8vo, 

od. White. 1783. 

Plainnefs and cheapnefs are the avowed objects of the author 
in this publication, which is to confit of four parts; and this 
is the firit. In the tranflation, Dr. Doddridge is principally follows 
ed: and in the arrangement of the harmony, Mr. Jebb. ‘The con- 
troverfy refpeting the duration of our Lord’s miniftry is not ven- 


turedon, ‘The old plan feems to be more fatisfactory to the author 
than 
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than the new: though he agrees with Dr. Prieftley, that confidering 
our Saviour’s general compliance with the Jewifh infitutions, it'is 
very remarkable, that if his miniftry continued upwards of three 
years, he fhould not have gone to Je rufal lem, at the feitivals, more 
frequently than he appears to have done. 

The Notes which accompany this Harmony, agree perfe@ly well 
with the account {pecified of them in the Title, viz. chiefly intended 
for the ufe of the unlearned and the poor. Che 
Art. 48. Tivo Sermons, preac hed in the Parith Church h of Lay- 

cock, Wilts, the former on the Fail in 1782, and the latter on the 

late Thankigiving. By Edward Popham, D.D. Redtor of Chil- 

ton Foliat, and Vicar of Laycock. 4to. 1s, ny ont b 

The firk text, Jer. XIV. 17, 18. Let mine eyes run down with fears, 
&c. The fecond, Prov. xvi. 32. Ite that is florv to anger, &c. ‘There 
is a glow of manly eloquence in thele difcourf $3 an id the Author 


= 
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SERMONS on occafion of the late NATIONAL THANKsGiviNG, 
July 29, 1784. 
VY. To a Congregation of Proteftant-Diffenters in Saint-Saviour 

Gate, York. By Newcome Cappe. 8vo. 6d. Johnion. 1784, 

Pf. xlix. 6. He maketh wars to cee ah 

Mr. Cappe’s ftyle of cémpofition is fomewhat peculiar. If it hath 
not much dignity nor folemnity, it is frequently firiking, and fome- 
times beautiful. He is however too fond ot quaint tuins of expreilion: 
here and there we have what Mr. Mi: unwaring calls the snip {nap of 
the pulpit ; and his firing of interrogations is fo very long, that we 
are fatigued, and fometimes bewildered, before we get half way 
through it. 

‘ Itis not needful that I fhould beat any pains to authenticate this 
character * of that war, in the ceflation of which we are now rejoicing 3 
it is affirmed by the firit authority » which was under no obligation to 
avow it, and to which the truth could not be unknown. IfI could, 
I would not take you to the fitid which brethren’s hands have ftrewed 
with Britith carcafes: if I could, I would not aid you to imagine the 
tumults, groans, and ftillnefs which fucceeced each other there: I 
would not help you to depicture to yourf. lves the various miferies that 
Giverfified the field of blood: I would not tell you how they died 
there, with what prayers, and withes, and regrets. With thofe whofe 
blood was fpilt I would not reckon up to you thofe alfo whcfe hear ts 
‘were broken. The execution of the battle is not in the field only: 
thofe who take the {word may perith by the fword ; and befides theie, 
the battle kills its thoufands whom the fword never touches but in 
thafe they love. Its fharpe ft, and per haps its moft devouring wea- 
pons, are anxiety and grief. —Bur let me leave thefe tales untold. 
The old man’s narrative, the patriot’s monument, the labourer’s 
plough will often be renewing thefe diftrefles. In future times the 
biographer, of both countries, will relate them with afli@ion, and 
with wonder: and the morahit, of beth countries, when he would 
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writes like one who feels the importance and digaity of his fubjea. ‘Ze 











THANKSGIVING SERMONS. 399 


goitate or melt, or meliorate the heart, will fetch his ftory, not from 

Grecian fables, or from Roman legends, but from real perfonages 
and real fcenes; from the adventures, the difficulties, the dangers, 
the diftrefles, the feelings and affectionsof American and Britifh bre- 
thren.—Hereafter the bloodfhed may do good. It may prevent fu- 
ture defolations : it may cement future friendfhips: it may mend the 
human character: it w/// help on the counfels of the God of love. 
The prefext impreilions of it are not pleafant. Looking on the purpled 
ocean and the enfanguined plain, we regret what canno: be undone, 
and ought ther¢fore to be thankful that now nothing more is doing to 
augment and multiply thofe regrets. ‘The greater the fury and the 
miichief of the Rorm, naturally the more welcome and the more joy- 
ful is the return of ferenity and peace.’ 

We have felected this paflage as a good fpecimen of Mr. Cappe’s 
eloquence; which, if not Ciceronian, is animated; and pofleffes, 
energy, if not elegance. 4 
VI. Preached at Benn’s Garden Chapel, Liverpool. By Robert 

Lewin, 8vo. Gd. Johnfon, 
Ezra, 1x. 13,14. And after all that is come upon us, &c. 

The text furnifhes the preacher with two remarks, 1. National fins 
are objects of Divine cenfure: 2. The Divine mercy in {paring a 
people fhould be confidered with gratitude, as the only method to en- 
{ure God’s future aid. 

Thefe remarks are very old, and very obvious ; and unlefs a man 
tan prefent them in a new and ftriking light, and illuftrate them by 
frefh evidence, he fhould avoid the prefs. It is enough for fuch 
fermons to be heard. He mutt not expect to have them read: ‘Yeo 
VII. At the parifh Church of Olney Bucks. By Thomas Scott, 

Cyrate of Olney and Welton Underwood. 8vo. 6d. Johnfon. 

Pf. cvl. 435 44- Many times did he deliver them, ke. 

A very plain, but ferious and edifying difcourfe; formed on the 
good old model of the Puritans. $ 
VIII. At the Meeting-houte, on the Pavement, Moorfields. By 

William Bennet. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 
Pf. cxvin. 18. The Lord hath chaflened me fore, &e. 

This Difcourfe ranks with the foregoing: perhaps it fhould take 
precedence, It is inthe fame flyle, and breathes the fame fpirit. De 
IX. At Greenwich. By Dr. Burnaby. 4to. 1s. Payne. 1784, 

Pf. xxxiv. 14. Seek peace and purfue tt. 

In the firit part of this fenfible and animated difcourfe, the preacher 
reprefents the finfulnefs and calamities of war: the unjuft principles 
on which itis generally purfued, and the fatal effects which they ge- 
nerally produce, both to communities and individuals. — In the fecond 
part, thofe duties which are more immediately connected with the fo- 
lemvity of the day are pointed out, and enforced by moval, political, 
and Chriftian motives. —* We muit endeavour to diveit our minds of 
national prejudices, and eiteem thofe who were lately our enemies as 
friends aud allies. We muf forget what is pait, and carry onan 
amicable correfpondence and intercourfe with them. Commerce 
not conqueit, feems to be the true intereft of this country.’ The 
Importance of unanimity amongtt ourtelves is frongly urged, and the 
hecellicy of religion very forcibly difplayed. 
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X. Preached in the Parifh Churches of Mepal and Sutton, in the 
Diocefe and Ifle of Dly. By George Gafkin, M.D. Re&or of 
Mepal and Sutton, and Lecturer of St. Mary, Iflington. 8vo, 
6d. Rivington. 

Pf. cxxiv. 1, 2, 3. [fit had not been the Lord, &c. 

A ferious and fenfible difcourfe ; but a little too much tinQured 
with the leaven of anti-patriotifm. ? 
XI. Preached by the Reverend William Keate, M. A. formerly Fel- 

low of King’s College, Cambridge, and Rector of Piddle Hinton, 

Dorfethhire. 4to. 1s. Payneand Son. 

Phil. iv. 6. Be careful for nothing, &c. 

Confifts of juft and rational fentiments, exprefled in clear and 
nervous language. Je 
XII. The Goodne/s and Mercy of Ged to the People of this Land: A Ser- 

mon preached on the General ‘Ihank{giving for the Peace. to. 

1s. Rivington. 

The Author hath not given his name to the Public ; and perhaps 
the Public will not be folicitous to-find him out. ¢ 
XIII, Preached by Samuel Dickenfon, LL. B. Rector of Blymhill, 

Staffordfhire, and formerly Chaplain of his Majefty’s Ship Dun- 

kirk. 8vo. 6d. Lowndes. 

We prefume the preacher is a very young man, at leaft he ought 
to be fo. 

*.* So much for the thankfgiving fermons ; which, we confefs, 
we are heartily glad to get off our hands; for we may fay of the 
greateft part of them, what Pope faid of certain very different fubjects, 


that they ‘* have no charaéter at all !”’ Seo 
8 





ERRATA 1” our laf. 

P. 243. the note, 1. 4, remove the comma from propapande to fencGutis. 

— ib. 1.5, for ‘ de prompta,’ r. deprompta, in one word. 

— 277; par. 2,1. 2, for ‘ Cratylis,’ r. Cratylus. 

— 287, 1. 27, for 126° 6, r.124°6. 

— 309, ]. 10, for * Lemeris’s,’ r. Lemery’s. 

a 320, 1. 23> tor Gover read xforie ® 

— 319, 1. 20, in the Article of Howes’s Viftation-fermon at Norwich, 
for * Rabbinical Chriftians,’ r. Rational Chriitians. This laugh- 
able mif-print arofe entirely from the compofitor’s miftaking 
the’ hand-writing [mew to him,—but with which we fhall be 
happy to become better acquainted, by future communications} 
of a very learned and ingenious Correfpondent, from whom we 
received the account of the two fingle fermons mentioned in our 


Jatt. N.B. The fize and price of Mr. Darby’s Sermon are, 


— 4t0. Is. 
A t> A Correfpondent defires us to add, to what was faid, in our 
lait, p. 242, from Biographia Britannica, of the publication of the 
Ancient Univerfal Hiftory, in 20 vols. 8vo.: ‘ That in 1754, a 21%t 
volume was added, confifting of Chronological Tables to the foregoing 
20 Volumes; that it is, in faét, a valuable abridgment of the whole 
preceding hiftory, with references all along, to the volumes and 
pages of it, in chronological order ; ahd that Bifhop Usfher’s chrono- 
ogy of the Hebrew text is adopted, though the firlt edition in folio 
followed the Samaritan. 
at xe 


A~ B92, par.3. Ly. fagtar, , bert Lae 























